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PREFACE.

As each of the fetions in “this volume containg a
thort effay on the particular fubje¢t “reated of, a per-
fet Aarrangement of the diﬂlrf it parts of Rural Eco-
nomy has not been fo much ftudied as variety :

Some of thc agricultural details are unav ozdably mi-
nute 3, and it has veen de -med eligible to reheve the
reader’s attention by 1ntroclucmg other topics, lefs te-
dious, and more interefting to the generality of readers,
In a few inftances fafts are: Nuded to, and authors
quoted, pofterior to the date of thefe Effays; thisthe
author thought himfelf warrann;t'd to do when the
work was in the prefs; ]udgmg that his readers
would be defirous to fee his ideas confirmed, and his

reafonings



iv
reafomngs elucidated by every authonty he could

procure.

In acqumng the neceffary information regarding
the varibus 'bllanches of rural economy contained in
this volume,, the author obtairéd the fame valuable
affiftance he enjoyed in treating the different fubjetts
difcuffed in the firft ; he has therefore good reafon
to think that in no article of importance his readers
can be mifled; and will hope to receive from them
that indulgence which one of the more corre&t of the
ancients has olgred to his contemporaries, and to

pofterity :
Non ego paucis

Offendar maculis, gu? aus w.ourta fudit

Aut humana parum it natura.
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INDIAN RECREATIONS:
THE POPULATION OF BRITISH INDIA.

® 8060060 000

Calcutta, Fan. v#5=

Trr population of this coun:pﬁ:annot be afcertaine
ed, as in Europe, by public regifters of births, war-
riages, or burials. Loofe and inaccurate, as :he
calculations there have hitherto been, they re
founded on more certain ‘data than can be obiai:ed
in India.

Tue fame tillage, and proportion of manufa&u-s,
fnppert = mych greater number of peopie ke,
than they could maintain in Britain; and the fiicft
computations rife*confiderably higher than thole loofe
conjeCures that were formerly hazarded on this fub-
je&. Thefe eftimated the population of Bengal, and
the upper provinces, at cleven millinns ; and that of
our pofleflions in the Deccin, at nine._ Abuu! rine

Vor. 1L A yeat's
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years agb, the colleftors were required to give an
opinion of the population of their refpective diftriéts,,
and their report founded an eftimate of twenty-two
millions for the inhabitants of Bengal and Behar.

By an official enquiry made in the diftri¢t of Pur-
nea, there were found 80,914 Ryuts holding leafes;
22,324 artificers paying ground rent, in 2,784 vil-
lages, upon an area of 2,531 fquare miles. Allow-
ing the number of five to a family, this gives about
2003 to a fquare mile. The whole provinces in this
prefidency contain 162,500 fquare miles; and by
this eftimate, a population of nearly thirty-three mil-
lions. In this diftrict there are a few lands amounting

~to #eghth vart of the whole, that ure not includ-
cd; nor the ilfhabitants of any city or confiderable
town. Although, tfirefore, one eighth part of Ben-
gal be allowed for wilte land, this calculation will
apply to it without much deduétion.

AcTuaL furveys have been made of different di-
ftri€ts ; and in thefe the land occupied in tillage has
been diftinguithed from that occupied by water, or
wafte; and the proportion of the latter defcription
has been found tc be about one fourth of the whole
furface. ‘Lhe cultivated land in Bengal, applying
this proportion, will amount to 31,331,499 acres ;
and it has been found by a&tual enquiry into the ex-
tent of land occupied by 70,000 cultivators, that each
poficfled about cighteen begahs in adtual tillage.
Hence the cultivated acres in Bengal, above ftated,

‘ ‘ require
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require 5,265,432 tenants. To thefe the proportion

. of artificers and manufaurers muft be added, yvl'uch
has’ been found to be eleven to forty, which gives
6,718,154 heads of families, at five perfons each;
or 33,590,779.for the number of inhabitants.

A trD eftimate of the population of thefe pro-
vinces has been founded on the average rent paid by
-each tenant. The rent roll produced by 6-,047
leafes, has been found to amount to 498,020 S.Rs.
or nearly feven rupees to each tenant,

THEe grofs rent paid by the farmers the firft year
of the permanent fettlement amouuted to 4,63,88,:29
Rs. or 6,063,688 tenants ; whofe familiee, at five
each, give a population of above th4'ty millions of in-
habitants. The near coincidence of thefe refults
from different grounds, fupport in fome degree the
credibility of cach.

TaE population of this country has been eftimated
ffom the confumption. The moft common articles
of diet which may be deemed the neceffaries of life to
a native, are rice, {plit peale, and falt: cight pounds

. of the §r{} article, two of the fecond, and two ounces
of falt, is reckoned the daily confumption of a family
confifting of five perfons in eafy circumitances.
Hence the yearly fupply of falt for each individual is
nine pounds. A confiderable portion cf the falt ma-
nufactured in Bengal is exported: on the other hand,
the mountaineers of the welft, ufe cither rock falt, or

: . . an
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an impure compofition extratted from athes or from
nitre. Hence the quantity confumed may probably
corrélpond nearly to that manufaGured in the coun-
try; and the annual fales amount to 35,31,944
maunds, which requre for confumption 32,228,986
incividuals. ‘

Ta: fifth and laff method which has been adopted
for afcertaining the p pulation here has been eftimat-
ing the whole produce of the cultivated acres ac-
cording io the above rate of confumption in each fa-
mily allowing for feed and a fmall proportion for the
ulc ot caile  To ,47,77,747 begahs in cultivation
this gives a grofs produce of 34,28,57,140 maunds.
The average value of this annual produce, may
amount to ;2834,0.00c Rs. a funi correfponding to
ten rupees and :half for tach acre: a very moderate

produce, but not difproportioned to the exertions of
Indian hufbandry.

Frowm our late acquifitions in the Myfore and Car-
natic, the population of that part of the Britifh poflef-
fions muft be more than double within thefe laft five
years. Eighteen or twenty millions cannot be reckon-
ed an extravagant eftimate for fo large a country—,
If in fa& the number of people fall fhort of this com-
puration in the Deccan, the deficiency muft be more
th.n compenfated by large acquifitions of territory
from the provinces of Owde. The dominions of the
Eaft-In-ia Company, therefore, contain a population
of probably not lefs than fifty millions of fouls: an

. eftimate,
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eltimate, whether extravagant or not, ceminly far
fhort of the number capable of finding maintenance,
on fiich a vaft tra& of fertile foil, lying in a climate
propitious to all the operations of hufbandry.

THese computations are founded on fur-
nithed by a learned judge who, from long refidence
in the country, and a perfet knowledge of the lan-
guage, is, perhaps, more intimately acquainted with
its fituation than any other perfon in India. After
all, however, it is not pretended, that an accurate
ftate of the population can be given till each colleftor
in his diftri& make out an exact return. The popu-
loufnefs of this country, when afcertained, will al-
ways afford a pretty jult idea of the nature of its go-
vernment : the early and productivemarriages of the
Hindoos will always bring the number of people to
correfpond with thc means of fupply : the latter will
be in proportion to the degree of protettion and fecu»
rity afforded.

n a fociety confifting almofl entircly of labourers,
whofe food and cloathing is fo limited, little fcope is
afforded to agriculture or manufaétures, in fupplying
its pwn wants. ‘The increafe of exported produce
can alone give room for greater tillage, and call forth
2 larger portion of induftry, and of hands to manu-
fatures. ¢ The inhabitants, wanting a vent for
their produce, have no inducement to greater induf-
try. 1f more producc were attained, its market being
barred, induitry would be unrewarded. The necel-

* faries
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faries of life are cheap ; the mode of living fimple ;
and.though the price of labour be low, a fubfiftence
may be earned without the uninterrupted appllcatlon'
of induftry.  Often idle, the peafant and manufactu-
rer may, neverthelefs, fubfift. A-few individuals
might acquire wealth, by diligent application ; but
the body of the people, doomed to poverty by com-
mercial limitations, can apply no more labour than
the demand of the market is permitted to encourage.
If induftry be encouraged the prefent population is
fufficient to bring into tillage the whole of the walte
lands of Bengal and Bahar; and in moft diftricts
improvement may be expected whenever new chan-
nels of trade are opened, to take off more or new ar-
ticles of produce*.” ’
\

Tue hufbandry of India, probably, requires a
greater number of hands to the fame extent’ of
ground than that of England, as here the fame field
in the common culture, yields feveral crops, two, and
often three, within the year. [he operations of the
farmer, though lefs interrupted by weasher, are more
numerous ; indeed they cannot be faid ever to ceafe.
The different varieties of pulfe and millet have fcarce-
ly any appropriate feafon. They vegerate rapidly: ind
are ufeful in occupying an interval fter a late harvett,
which will not permit the ufual courfe of hufbandry.
'T'he oil plants in general ripen in the winter, except-
ing the Sefame, which is gathered in the rains.

From

* Remarks on the Agriculture &c. of Dengal.
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From the circumftance of the people living on ve-
getable diet, and their climate yielding feveral cgops
in thé year, fome good judges have fuppofed, that
four timés the number of people might be maintained

on the fame quantity of land, that can be done in
Britain,

IMPERTFFECTIONS



IMPERFECTIONS OF HINDOO HUSBANDRY, AND‘THE OB-
STACLES TO ITS IMPROVEMENT.

Berhampore, 1797.

WiTH an excellent foil, and climate, and pofleffed
of almoft every variety of cultivated grain, and a com-
petent number of hands to raife them, the imperfec-
tion of hufbandry in Hindoftan is far greater than we
fhould have expetted.

1. Tue beft feafon of fowing is not fufficiently-at-
tended to: the month of the rains has been found
the moft advantageous period for rice, fince it admits
of the harvelt in the commencement of the.dry weas
ther. Hence the rice of this feafon is not only
moft plentiful, but is not liable to early decay.
From the want of a fufficient number of han.s,
induftry and capital, this crop is fometimes fown
in the -dry weather, and at the beginning of the
rains, whe the return is never equally profitable. In

. . " the
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the cafe of fowing during the dry feafon, the%xperice
of irrigation becomes fo great as muft encroach deep-
ly on the profits  Though feveral feafons occur here
in the fame year, yet much greater att.ntion to the
period fuitable for different trops, than is paid by the
farmer, is neceffary. s

2. Tae Hindoo peafant is deficient in the choice
and felection of the beft varieties of each gramn. [he
culture of almoft every plant and particularly of the
gramina, in proportion as it has been long diffufed,
induces numerous varieties. The feveral feafons of
cultivation, added to the influence of foil and climate,
have multiplied the different fpecies of rice, into end-
lefs variety. From the awned and unawned, from
that growing on the mountains to that produced in
humid fituations. there are various diverfities adapted
to every circumftance of foil, climate, and feafon,
which might exercife the judgment of fagacious cul-,
tivators, but which the Hindoo overlooks, except in
the moft obvious cafes. The enlightened farmers in
Britain would here find ample room for improve-
ment. ’

.Or, wheat.and barley there are much fewer varic-
ties : and 1 do not find in pra&tice, that the fimple
expedient of changing the feed is attended to. L he
moft common famples are fmall, and not fufficiently
plump. The barley 1s probably too mean a [pecies
for our excellent foil and climate. 1t is invariably
big, or the Hordeum tetraftichum of Linnzus. The

Vor. I1. B ) wheat
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wheat is a fmall long awned variety, apparently un.
changed for many centuries,

3. THERE is great want of green crops for houfe
feeding: a circumftance the more remarkable, fince,
during the dry months, the fields not in crop, are re-
duced to a ftate of abfolute fterility, and the ftock
barely kept alive. This is the more inexcufable, be-
caufe there is in the occupation of hufbandry here
every variety of pulfe that is known. No feafon is
without its appropriate {pecies ; but mo& {pecies arc
fown or ripen in the winter.

As all thefe thrive on poor foils, and require but
little cultivation, they would prove meft valuable pro-
duéts in hufbandry, could they be adminiftered as
green food, or applied as hay.  The millets are alfo
in great varicty : they bear a low price ; and are the
food of the poorcft clafles. Several of thefe grains
are reftritted to no feafon ; vegetate rapidly, and oc-
cupy intervals between other crops: yet no contri-
vance has been fallen upon to have a fufficient fupply
of them for the fuftenance of live ftock during winter
and fpring. ‘The maize, though the moft produétive
of all corn, and nct inferior as human food, , hag not yct
been converted to this purpofe. The coarfa&a\v of
this and fome other forts of corn feem to make up
the whole of the wretched provender of this country,
where the cattle thav furvive hunger, at certain fea-
fons are barely able to walk.

4. THE
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4. THE univerfal ufe, and vaft confumptiore of vege.
table oils muft be regarded as ip fome refpets pyeju-
dicial to agriculture. Much labour, and a great pro-
portion ‘of the cultivateq land is occupied in the pro-
duce of this article, which might partly be faved by
the ule of animal food : oil is neceffary to feafon gptl-
emich their food, where deprived of that article of
diet. In anointing the body, and in fupplying their
lamps, immenfe quantities are confumed. Hence the
cxtenfive cultivation of lintfeed, palma chrifti, fefa-
mum, and many other articles that trench deeply up-
on *the produétive grounds for human fuftenance:
this muft be highly difadvantageous, if it be truc as
fome have allcdged, that all crops are fcourgers, in
proportion to tke oil they contain,

5. AMonc the imperfeétions of our hufBandry
the too fcanty cultivation of the moft valuable crops
cannot bc omitted. Tobacco, fugar, indigo, cotton,
mulberry, and poppy, are by far the moft importanE
productions. of Bengal : thele are not only rich in
proportion to the land they occupy, but are moft va-
luable in commerce and manufattures. They re-
quire land highly cultivated, and appropriated to
thexr produ&um ; and there can remain no doubt,
that'a fpmtcd hufbandry would convert a far greater
propertion of the land to thefe valuable productions.
‘Thefe do not hitherto occupy perhaps' the twen-
tieth part of the land which 2 greater capital, and
more ative hutbandry would force into their pro-
dudion. 'This cnd once accomplithed, the numbef

» of
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of produdtive labourers, and the profits of hufbandry
would be encrealed in a very great deyree. Sugar,
" as it ripens during the end of the dry feafon, might
of itfelf probably fupply the grand defideratum of In-
dian hufbandry, the want of green, food for cattle.
In,is the moft nutritious of all vegetable food for eve-
¥y animal, -that has yet been fed with it. -

6. Tur paltry and infufficient implements of huf-
bandry. forms another great obftacle to good cultiva-
tion. In Spain, Italy, and the fouthera countries of
Europe, thefe implements are bad ; but yet here they
are outdone by the !“indoftanee fpade or thort hoe,
by the wretched fubftitute for a harrow, and the
trifling plough Two or three pair of exen are affign-
ed to each plough 1elieving one another, till the daily
talk be compleated Several ploughs in fucceffion
deepen the fame furrow. or rather icratch the fur-
face ; for the plough wants a contrivance for turning
the earth, and the fhare has neither width nor depth
to ftir a new foil A fecond plowing croffes the firit;
and a third is fometimes given diagonally to the pre-
ceding. Thefe are frequently repeated, and followed
by the fubftitute for the harrow before the tilth da
be compleated. The weeders ufe the thort hangied
fpade, and fit down to their work : However familiar
that pofture may be to an Indian, his labouf is not
employed to advantage in this mode of weeding.

~ Expensive implements of hufbandry, or complex
machinery, are, perhaps, not neceflfary in oriental
agriculture
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agriculture, yet it cannot fail to firike evesy obfer-
ver that their tools are far below the ftandard ngcef-
«fary Tor cheap and well executed labour. '

“7"Tus univerfal ufe of the reaping hook, inftead of
the fcythe, occafions alfo much unneceffary labo
This does not arife merely from the want of a2 more
expeditious implemerit, but from the pra&ice of fe-
le€ting the ripeft plants, which waftes much time,

" while it damages the crop. Even the advantages of
this praétice are not fully gained; for, in one field,
whHe the Ryut gathers the plants as they ripen, in
another you will fee the crop allowed to pafs the pe-
riod of maturity. The lofs thus incurred by the
grain which drops before harveft, is fo confiderable,
that if the ficld remains unfown, it will afford a crop
by no means contcmptible.\)‘z’

i
7. TiLv lately, the want of roads was miuch felt
in Great Britainy in Hindoftan, this want {lill cofi-
tinues to operate with full force againft its rural eco-
ndmy.] From the low humid ﬁtuauon of Leng'd
roads dould not" eaﬁly be provided fo as to gfive ac- -
cefs to every field, in every feafon; in the dry

Jmouths. however, jt would prove of vaft advantage
to the farmer to be enabled to carry hig produce, by
wheel carriage, inftead of the tedious method of bur-
dens which he now ufesTTn forwarding the opera-’
tions of hufbandry nothing ‘is more effeftual than
good roads ; it is the firft ftep to all folid improvie-
ment ; and the fimple faé}, that the Hindoo does not

. carry
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carry home his crop by means of cattle, is of itfelf a
ftrong proof of a ftate of hufbandry difproportioned
to the population of the country The beoafted
roads of Shah Jehan, and fome of the Emperors, are
ftill to be feen in their remains; but they probably

vere never very fubftantial, otherwife they could not
hive been_ fo foon defaced. The high roads cea-
ftructed by the Company, are perhaps better exe-
cuted, but are by far too partial to aftord any relief
to the country. -

8. In every kot climate, irrigation is the grand in-
firument of fertilization : in the higher parts of Ben-
gal, aswell asin the interior of Hindoftan, it is the
indifpenfible requifitc of good hufbandry. From
what we learn of China, the rural economy of In-
dia appcars extremely defettive in the article of irri-
gation, although this fubje¢t is lefs neglected than
that of tranfport. In the management of forced
rice, dams retain the water on extenfive plains ; or
referve it in lakes, to water lower lands as occafion
requires. In the fame culture, ridges are raifed
round the field to retain water, which is raifed by the
fimple contrivance of a curved canoe fwinging from
apele. In other fituations, ridges are alfo Tgfed
round the fields, both to feparate lands, 2id to ¢on-
duét the water on confiderable tralts. Water raifed
by the hand, or by cattle from wells, fupplies the de-
ficiency of rain in fome diftricts. Each of thefe me-
thods, being within their own compafs, is executed
by the pcafama themlelves. But thofe extenfive ca-

nals



INDIAN RECREATIONS. Vg

nals which were dug in the neighbourhood &f Delli,
and in the Panjab, are not now in ufe; nor is shat
‘nachinery, fo general in Chixa, any where pfed in In-
dia for raifing water, thqugh the beneficial effes of
it are fully known from experience. Refervoirs,
water courfes, and dykes, are more generally _ggz
progrefs of decay than of improvement.

9. - Tue fucceflion of creps, which engages fo
much of the attention of enlightened cultivators in
Europe, and on which principally refts the fuccefs of
a wtll condu&ted hufbandry, is not underftood in
India. A courfe extending beyond the year, has ne-
ver been dreamt of by a Bengal farmer : in the fuc-
cefion of crops within the year, he is guided by no
choice of an article adapted to reftore the land im-
poverithed by a former crop. His attention being
fixed on white corn, other cultivation only employs
the intervals of leifure, which the feafons of white,
corn allow to the land and to labour. It is fcarcely
poflible to fpecify.the different courfes which obtain
in 2 prattice regulated by no other principle than
convenience of time; it is no lefs difficult to enume-
rate the various combinations of different articles
grown together upon the fame field, or in the ftubble
of a former harvgft, or fown for a future crop before
the preceding harveft be gathered.

£ ~'

A competent noflon may be formed of this prac-
tice, by conceiving a farmer eager to obtain the ut-
moft poffible produce from his land withogt any con-

yation
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fideration of the impoverifhment of the foil. It may

be judged that this avidity difappoints itfelf, as the fe-

veral articles deprive each other of noun{hment and.
as the land impoverithed makes bad returns for the
labour and feed. .

IN moft fituations the land over-rcaped in this
manner foon requires to be recruited ; the Indian al-
lows it a lay, but never a fallow. For this there
might be fome apology, did the management of live™
ftock give to lay all the benefit which belongs to
this method ; but as this is not the cafe, the pufting
their lands to reft.is the moft inexplicable part of
their whole fyftem. When it has lain long in this
ftate, the inefficacy of the Bengal ploagh is fuch that
it muft be preceded by the fpade ; and the expence
of this procefs is fo confiderable, that old Jays are
rated, in the Ayeen Acbery, at a fmaller affeflment,
from the difficulty and expence of breaking them

ap.

10. Ir exhaufted lands in this country are ill a-
naged by being put lay, they are ftill worfe treated
in refpeét to manure. The application of dung as 2
fuel, has almoft entirely cancelled its ufgg as a ma-
nure. The cattle for labour, and for fuftenance,
are moltly fed on fmall commons, or other pzﬁurége,
intermixed with arable land, or fed at home on
ftraw. The cattle for “breeding, and for the dairy,
are fed in numerous herds. upon the forefts or
downs : wl}ercver fed, their.dung is carefully col-

le€ed
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lefted for fuel: the ufe of this article, as a marure,
is reftrited to fugar cane, mulberry, tobacco, and

“POppy : and in thefe crops' it is applied from necef-
fity ; becaufe few lands, without this ftimulus, are
fufficiently rich to raife thefe produ&lons. Some
Europeans have concluded from the pratice of ths
_Hirdoos, that manure in 2 hot climate was unnecef-
fary for corn crops : the Chinefe, however, are of all
nations the moft induftrious in procurmg this ma-
_pere and the fupenonry of their crops is a full jufti-
fication of the prattice.

11. Tur want of inclofures may be ranked d-
mong the defedts of Hindoo hufbandry, fince culti-
vation fuffers very conﬁderably from the trefpafls of
cattle. A herdfman is but a poor fubftitute for a
dyke; he fuffers not the cattle to reft, an object of
no {mall importance ; and by his occafional negli-
gencies the crops are often hurt. Were all the land
under cultivation, as in China, the benefit of inclo-
fure might hot be great; but where pofleflions are

«left partly in grafs, the advantage of having them in-
clofed, and fubdivided, muft be apparent,

12. From the want of drill hufbandry, and fal-
lows, the lafid is but imperfectly cleaned, a circum-
ftance highly prejudicial to every grop.. After the
grain has rifen, the rapid growth of weeds demands
much labour, and more pamcularly, during the rains,
when vegetation is far more rapid than in any Eu-
ropean climate, This operation is always tedious,

Vou. IL. C . and
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and ifiperfeCtly executed in broad-caft crops. The
ey¢ is not cafily reconciled to fee the labourer ftting .
to this work, "and fcratchmg with 4 fhort hoe among:
the promifcuous grains, where the labour of a day is
not equivalent to that of an hour:in drilled crops.
V'hazover a country is fully peopled, as in China,
and all hot climates, the culture of the garden'is
transferred to the field : almoft every fpecies of
grain is drilled, and perfe&t cleannefs tor the admif-
fion of air, and for allowing the full growth of the
plants is an indifpenfible requifite of corrett huf.
bandry. "Even fugar cane, a plant of all other$ the
beft adapted to the drill hufbandry, is in the upper
provinces planted thick, and in promifcuous clumps,
which neither admit of ftirring the ground, the fup-
preflion of weeds, nor the free circulation of air:
circumftances which alone demonftrate the imper-
feclion of this branch of hufbandry.

13. THE want of capital employed in agriculture
and manufaltures, cripples every enterprife in Hin-
doftan. It not only confines and ¢ramps the opera-
tions of the hufbandman, but prevents the divifion of
labour, and confequently the fkill of every traddi-
man. Here every manufatturer working on his
own account, conduéts the whole procefs of his art,
from the formation of his tools to the fale of his
produétion. Unable to wait the market, or antici-
pate its demand, he can only follow his regular oc-
cupation, when’called to it by the wants of his nelgh-
bours. _In the interval he muft apply to fome other

- e~
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employment in immediaté requeft ; and the dabours
.of agriculture, ever wanted, are the general refousce.

“Thus every labourer and wartifan, who has frequent

occafion to recur to the labours of the field, becomes

himfelf a tenant: Such farmers, however, are ill}
"qualified either to-plan or execute a well judged fuf-

‘tem of hufbandry, and are idly employed, to the

great wafte of their time, in carrying to market the

Eﬂ_tr;y,produce of their finall farms.

Ir India had a capital in the hands of enterprifing
proprietors, who employed it in hufbandry and ma-
nufactures, thefe arts would be inproved ; and with
a greater quantity and better produétions, the fitua-
tion of labourer} would be lefs precarious and more
afluent, although the greateft part of the profit
might reft with the owners of the capital. In agri-
culture, particularly, which is the bafis of profperity,
the want of capital is a bar to all improvement. Sup-
plied with it larger farms would be occupied, greater’
enterpnfe, and better information would enfue; and
thué the various obftacles to its fuccefs would be dif-

covered and overcome.

« 14 Bum.the great impediment to improved huf-
bandry in India has ever been the want of fecure
leafes, and a permanent intereft in their poffeflions,
Hence the levying of rents has in general been a
continued fcene of fraud and evafion in one part,
counteradted by plunder and oppreffion on the other.

'The nature and variety of the different tenures has
. been
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been ifitricate and complex, almoft beyond concep-
tio; and the confequence has been that hardly any -
leale has been fpecific or fecure. In India the reve-
nue of the ftate is, in fa&, the land rent ; hence the

agement of finances has a mdre immediate inl'
fluswce. on agriculture here, than any other part of
the adminiftration. The tenant who had nothing to
prote& him againft a whole army fent to colle& the
revenue, but the doubtful claufes of an ob&ure
leafe, was perfedtly defencelefs, and often plundered.
This precarious fituation, without an afcertained jnte-
reft for a fufficient time, has fully demonftrated that
no fpirited agriculture can ever be expected in fimi-
lar circumftances. ‘

INDIAN



INDIAN MODE,OF SUPPLYING EUROPEAN TABLES,

@ ossevs s o0

Berbampore, O¢t. 1797.

No tables in Europe are more plentifully fupplied
than thofe of the civil fervants'of the Company in
Bengal, If after their return to their native coun-
try, they endeavour to imitate the luxury and fplen:
dour of the higheft ranks, they are led into it while
they remain here by the gtreat abundance and checap-
nefs of all kinds of provifions. Game, poultry, fith,
and water-fowl of all kinds, are in great plenty.
The barn-door fawl, being a native of Afia, and in
Tnarty part} here ftill found in its wild ftate, did not
furprife me by its appearance, but the numbers rear-
ed by a people who do not ufe them as food, cer-
tamly did. .

THe duck is, in Europe, perhaps the moft nume-
rous and varied fpccxes of fowls ; here the number is
! ftill
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fiill fuperior, and the variety much greater. In
marfy parts I have feen them offered for fale at three
a?ﬂ' four fhillings per dozen. .

{ THe poultry tribe, however, in India, with a few
exceptians, are fmaller in fize than the fame fpecies
in Britain ; and as both the grain and vegetable food
in Bengal are perhaps of inferior quality, they arenot
fuppofed to poflefs the fame richnefs of flavour. -Oge
thing certain is, that as you purchafe them in the
bazars, they are far inferior in weight; and unlefs
fed for fome time before they are produced upon the
table, they are a dry, ftringy, and unpalatable food.
The turkey, in particular, falls remarkably fhort of
the fame bird in Europe : there mutt too be a very
confiderable difficulty in rearing it, as its price is far
more exorbitant than any of the poultry tribe in this
province. A pair of good turkies coft, in the Cal-
cutta market, about thirty rupees, or nearly four
pounds fterling. A fum for which in almoft any
part of the province, you can put twenty or thxrty
dozen of fowls upon your table.

Wirs regard to the feeding of poultry of gil
forts, Europeans feem faftidious ; but they-juftlywdb-
ferve, ‘that as frogs, toads, lizards, and noifome in-
fe@s, fwarm upon the ground to fuch a degree, as to
give it the dppearance, of being in a ftate of anima-

* tion, it requires refolution to eat animals that are
known to eat fo indifcriminately. This remark with
regard to the hog is fo juft, that you certainly can-

’ ' not .
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not partake of it with any confidence without being
aequainted with the manner of its being fattened,

For thefe reafons the natives are rather the bréeﬂ;
ers and rearers thari the feeders of poultry and fwin

for the European tables. 7The latter bufinels _gene-
Yally falls to the lot of the Portbguele of Blour ; or
is managed in private families by their own fervants:

* From their poverty, an Hindoo family cannot al-
ford to fatten mutton, beef, or poultry for the mar-
ketr The advanced price for the provifion would
far exceed his capital : their indultry and forefight are
probably as ungqual to the tafk as their capital, ; few
of them could beftow upon an ox the provifion which
might feed fuch a family for months, on the diftane
view of drawing it back with a profit.

ANOTHER article difplayed in fufficient plenty at
our tables is game: this is fometimes procured by
the labours of the chace, but oftener in Calcutta by
the ingenuity of the natives, who expofe them for
fale in the Bazar at a certain price, as well as fnipes,
wild ducks, partridges, pheafants, and various fpe-
Sies of the ortolan tribe.

OF thefé are fome varieties not knbwn in Britain.
Many kinds of game are {o plenty, Parncularly the
hares, fnipes, and wild ducks;} that a fmall fum will
procure them at all feafons in abundance,

THERE
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THERE is certainly a preat difference in the tafte
of moft of thefe animals, from that of the fainc fpc-.
tiesj in the higher Jatitudes. Either our habits”de-
cg’ve us, or the ﬁavour of the deer and hare ds much

{aferior to what is found id Europe: the remark;

owever, is general among Europeans, that venifon
in Benga! is particularly lean and infipid. The hare
differs in other qualities, as well ds tafte, from that of
North Britain : it has neither the fame ftrength, nor
fwiftnefs, and may be fooner taken by a fet ofuwex.
riers, than yours by a couple of good grey-hounds.
The fame obfervation applies to the fox of Bengal;
heisa comparatively weak and flender animal, whofe
velocity in the chale affords but little fporr being im-
peded by a buthy tail, which he carrfes in an ercét
pofition above his body.

Tre tables of Europeans are not fo much indebt-
ed for their moft diftinguithing ornament either to
the poultry, venifon, or gamé, as to a valt profufion
of the moft beautiful fruits. At an expence hardly
worth attention, you may be fupplied in moft of rhe
towns with a variety of the moft delicious fruits,
which, in Europe, hardly any fortune could prdcpre.
Above twenty different fpecies of thefe are expbpfed
to fale daily in the bazars of Calcutta, wirich enable
the ladies of that capital to difplay the clegance of
their china and plate on a fplendid defert table, with-
out incurring one half of the expence to which fuch
a difplay of luxury would expofe them, in almoft any
other parteof the world, The Dutch merchants, in

their
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their country houfes around Batavia, are.faid to
1, or furpafs the citizens of Calcutta in the luxu-
«ries of the table, and the fplendour of their equipage:
but as Eliropean articles are always neceffary to
comfort of Eurppeans, the precarious intercourf
«which they have of late maintained with their native
country, muft have greatly impaired theirfévenues,
as well as curtailed their enjoyments.

'ON a future occafion, it may be worth while to
give an account of the moft common efculent veget-
ables, and fruits of Bengal : at prefent they are only
mentioned as they affe& the economy of the table.

TuE Pine apple*, from its expence and difficulty
of being procured, it always aflociated in the mind of
an European with ideas of fhow and magnificence.
With little carc of cultivation this fruit may be rear-
ed in every garden, and may be procured for a few
anas, in abundance, by thofe who have not ufed the
means of raifing it. Inferior in richnefs and flavour
to ¢hofe raifed artificially, it certainly is ; but though
much flavour may be loft, much ftill remains, and
the pine apple of Bengal continues perhaps the moft

_palatable fruit of the country.

Tur ?ztam, is a fruit ftill more ivholefome, and
more ufliverfally ufed than the pineapple,.both by
Vou. IL . European

* Bromelia Ananas, Rumph, Amboin. The mme ananas
is a corruption of the Brazilian mana, by the .Portuguefc.
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Furopeanis and natives. It is cultivatedaround the
meapelt cotrages all over the country : butin the wp-
pg’provinces this fruit ddes not arrive at the fame

rfetion as in Bengal. It is a biennial plant, fpring-

g from a perennial root ; during the firft year it ac-
quires it growth, and in the fecond it perfeéts its
fruit. Fron¥the rapidity of growth, and the immenfe
quantity of food which it produces, it may juflly be
ranked among the moft ufeful plants: the leaves are
a yard and a half in length, by eighteen inches in
breadth ; and ferve as wrappers for all kinds of goods,
and for plates to the natives. The plant becomes in
the ftalk, as thick as 2 man’s thigh; and from a
fingle ftem, bears a bunch of fruit in- quantity fome-
times equal to two Englifh ftones weight.

It is happy for the natives, that they have not at-
tempted to convert this weighty faccharine produce
into a fermented liquor, which it would certainly
yield in great abundance, but which would by no
means be equally innocent in its effets, as in that
ftate in which nature affords it. :

Nexr to thefe fruits the Mangos are ranked by tHe
natives. Nothing in nature prefents a\rlchel DI®-
fpet, than a grove of mangos, at the fe!{on of that
fruit: the 1allnefs, and verdure of the'Urees, the
drrk hué of their leaves, variegated by all the different
tintg of the plentiful crop ; the number of birds of
th¢ moft brilliant plumage, hopping among the bran-
ches, as if exulung in the plenty with which they are

furrounded,
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furrounded, forms a fcene which feldom fails to at.
“Bract the admiration of an European when he‘l firlk
- travels through this country.

‘THE mango is not only a wholefome fruit, but e-
« tremely nutritive ; and it is generally ate in the great-
eft quantity, and with moft avidity bysffic h as have
refided long in the country. To a ftranger its tafte
fomggvhat refembles turpentine ; to which peculiarity
cuftom foon reconciles him.

THe planting of 2 mango grove, here called a Tope,
is executed with great care ; it forms one of their
important religious duties ; and this is one happy in-
ftance in which the ditates of a complicated fuperfti-
tion coincides with thofe of morality. This majeftic
fruit-tree is the Rhamnus Mangifera Indica of Rum-
phius ; It affumes the appearance of an oak, but is
more grateful here, fince it affords a thicker fhade.
The fruit is oblong, about the fize of a goofe’s egg,
and, when ripe, is of a red and yellow colour. Itis
mide into various prepared difhes ; as a pickle it is
frequently fent to Europe; in India it is reckoned
the moft delicious of all fruit, and is. preferred in the
.hot feafon, fo any other.

"THe JPomelo fucceeds the mango 4s the feafon ad-
vances4 it is of fupenor fize ; almoft equally beauti.
ful ; but falls far thort in its rxchnefs of tafte and nu.
tritive qualities. This fruit contains a large quantity
of a very pleafant fubacid juice, wh:ch durmg the

heat
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heat of the day, has a cooling effect without injuring
the ftomach, though taken almoft in any quangiy.
Thte fruits make a frequent and very refpetable
pearance at our deferts, and when it is Taid that
ey are perfe@ly innocent, much more is affirmed
than can juitly be done of many a fine object which
here fimutse the avidity of the epicure. '

Tue Water-melon grows here to a fize which ren-
ders it peculiarly ornamental to a defert table ; it is,
however, neither a rich nor a nutritious fruit; but
may be ate with fafety. When to the foregoing the
Pomegranate, Cuftard-apple, Guava, Peach, and an
endlefs variety of other produétions. of the orchard
are added, the table is completely covéred, and feems
to groan under the profufe load with which it is
attired. The quantity both of meat and fruit, produ-
ced on the tables at Calcurta, rather refembles a fort-
night’s fupply of provifions than a meal for the com-
pany—A circumftance which, however fuitable to our
notions of {plendour, certainly diminifhes the elegance
of our entertainments: In England, if I miftake rot,
it would be regarded as a charateriftic of vulgarity.

THE cumberfome variety difplayed at European
tables feems a compliance with the idéjs of the na.
tives regarding hofpitality. The numben of dithes
and fruits at the imperial table, mentioned i the
.Ayeen Acbery, exceeds all belief. In defcribing the
‘;pﬁvate life of Acber, the nioft abftemious of all men,
<we are furprifed to meet with fuch a tedious and la-

. ‘ : boured
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boured detail of culinary regulations; every.branch
. Of which feems to have been under the management
of a particular corps enumerad on the eftablith

of the army.

\ BY fuch fplendld feftivity are the evenings of the
Europeans in Bengal exhilarated, after e Taflitude,
fatigue, and debility unavoidably experienced during
the day, in a climate, where the heat and moifturc
are overpowering, and oppreflive, even to the natives
themfelves. 1t is with pleafure, however, I can add,
that txcefs and intemperance are much more feldom
witnefled than in Europe, and even than they were
here, when the,rude extravagances of focial inter-
courfe had not yet given way to more correét and ele-
gant manners, and when perfons of higher rank, and
better education, had not yet begun to make a part
of every company. If Bengal, and particularly Cal-
cutta, are deemed lefs fatal to Europecan conftitutions
than formerly, this muft rather be afcribed to a re-
formation in the manners of the people, than any
meloration of the climate. The firft fettlers, not
~ only of the Englifh, but of every other European na-
tion, were men of bold and adventurous charaters,
Wbut i in general of mean birth and narrow education :
“For 2 whxley till the importance of thefe pofleflions
was bettez4inderftood, they were followed by others
ofa ﬁnﬁr defcription, whoin neither expericnce nor
refleCtion had taught the fatal ‘confequences of diffi-
pation in a warm climate. Whoever in thefe times,
tranfgrefles the bounds of moderation, muft do it with
. a full
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a full conviction of its impropriety, as well as againft
the influence of example ; and ought therefore tafiib-, -
to receive leflons of wifdom, in the only way by
hich to bim, they can be taught, by the admonitions
of pain, and the dangers of difeafes



THE HINDOO METHOD OF CULTIVATING THE SUGAR
CANE.

9 " 98 g0 000

Berbampdre, O&. 1797.

Dr. RoxpurcH, whofe purfuits after botanical
knowledge are now fo well known, has given an
ample account of this branch of Indian hufbandry ;
and in the diftri® where he refided little can be
added to his remarks in elucidating the prefent prac-*

tice.

¢« Amonc the natives of India, he obferves,
the tranfitions from one ftage of improvement to
.apother are fo exceedingly flow, as fcarce to deferve
the name, extept it be the few who have benefited
by the exgniple of Europeans. They naturally pof-
fefs a firghg difinclination to depart from the beaten
path eftablithed from time imhemorial ; however,
when they fee a certain profpet of gain, with little ..
additional trouble, they have frequently been known
o to
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to adopt our praltices. We ourfelves ought now
gel}erally to keep in view, and to inftil into sh€ir

ids this maxim, that every new propoﬁtlon,
suerely on account of its povelty, muft not be re-
.jeCted, otherwife our knowledge would no longer
be progrefiive, and every kind of improvement muft-
ceafe.

« AT a period, like the prefent, when the impor-
tation of Faft India has become fo much an objeét of
importance to Britain, in confequence of the prefent
ftate of fome of the belt of the Weft India lugar
iflands, every enquiry that may tend to open new
fources from whence that wholefome commodity
may be procured, at the cheapeft rate, is of national
importance.

¢ 1 believe there are few diftri@ts in the Company’s
extenfive dominions where there will not be found
large trats of land fit for the culture of the fugar
cane: yet I know, from experience, the introduc-
tion of a new branch of agriculture, among the na-
tives, to be attended with infinite trouble ; therefore,
where we find a province or diftri&, in which thc
culture of the cane, and the working of fugar hae.”’
been in prattice from time immemanal, there e
may expeft, without much exertien, to be able tod
encreaf¢ the culture, and improve, if necelfary; the
quality.
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™, IN the northern provinces, as well as in Bengal,

- Codapah, &c. large quantities of fugar and jagyry
‘are made; it is only in the Rajamundry and Ga
jam diftriéts of thefe norvhern parts, where the cane

_is cultivated for making fugars. 1will confine my ob-"
fervations to the firft, where 1 have refided between
ten and eleven years. ~

T branch of agriculture, in the above-men-
tioned Sircar, is chiefly carried on in the Peddapore,
and Pettapore, along the banks of the Elyferam ri-
ver, which, though fmall, has a conftant flow of
water in it the whole year round, fufficiently large,
not only to watdr the fugar plantations during the
dryeft feafons, but alfo a great variety of other pro-
ductions ; fuch as paddy, ginger, turmeric, yams,
chillies. This ftream of water during the dryeit fea-
fon, rgnders the lands adjoining, I prefume, more
fertile than almoft any other in India, and particularly ,
fit for the growth of the fugar cane.

*. If thefe two Zemindaries, from 350 to 700 Vif-
fums ; or from 700 to 1400 acres of land, (the Viflum
being two acres,) is annually employed for rearing
* <he fuglr cane, more or lefs, according to the de-
mand for fughr: for they could, and would with
pleafure, if they were certain 6f a market, grow and
manufa@fire more than ten times the bfual quantity.
It is very profitable ; and there is abundance of very
proper land ; all they want is a certain market ford
their fugar. ‘
Vor. IL E L “Be.
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Besipes the above-mentioned, a third more may
be lmade on the Delta of the Godavery. oo

4 Froum the fame fpot they, do not attempt to raifle 2
fecond crop, oftener than every thicd or fourth year.
"The cane impoverifhes it fo much, that it muft reft,’
or be empioyed during the two or three intermediate
years, for the growth of fuch plants as are found to
improve the feil, of which the Indian farmer is a
perfet judge. They find the leguminous tribe the
beft for that purpofe. ]

THE method of cultivating the cane, and manu-
falturing the fugar by the natives, hereabouts, is like
all their other works, exceedingly fimple. Tle

* whole apparatus, a few pair of bullocks excepted,
does not amount to more than fifteen or twenty pa- .
godas : as many thoufand pounds is generally, I be-
lieve, neceffary to fet out the Weft India planter.

THe foil that fuits the cane beft, in this climate, is
arich vegetable earth, which, on expofure to" the
air, crumbles down into a very fine mould : it is al-
fo neceflary for it to be of fuch a level, as allows it
to be watered from the river, by fimply damming it
up, which almoft the whole land adjhining; tq this
river admits of, and yet fo high, as to be eafily dw
ed during heavy rains, Mo

#& SucHafoil, and in fug‘:h a fituation, having been
well meliorated, by various crops of leguminous
plants,
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*plants, or fallowing for two or three years, is flightly

- manured, or has had cattle pent upon it. A favouyite
‘manure with the Hindoo farmer, is the rotten ftraw
of the green and black peflalloo. During the*
months of April ‘and May, it is repeatedly ftirred
with the common. Hindoo plough, which foon brings
this rich loofe foil into very excellent ordér. About
the end of May or beginning of June, the'rains ufually
fet in, by frequent heavy thowers. Now is the time
to plant the cane : but fhould the rains hold back,
the prepared field is watered by flooding from the
river, and when perfedly wet like foft mud, whe-
ther from the rain, or from the river, the cancis
planted. *

Tue method is moft fimple : labourers with baf-
kets, of the cuttings, with one or two joints each,
arange themfelves along one fide of the field; they
walk fide by fide, in as ftraight a line, as their eye or
judgement enables them, dropping the futs at the di-
, ftance of about eightcen inches in the rows, and four
feet"afunder from row to row: other labourers fol-
low, and with the foot prefs the fet about two inches
into the foft mud.like foil: this with a fiveep or two
-with ghe fole of the foot, they molt eafily and readi-
ly cover : nothing more is done. 1f the weather is
moderately fhowery, till the young fijpots are fome
two or wWree inches high, the earth is then lodfened a
few inches around them, with a fmall weeding iron,
fomething like a carpenter’s chifel: fhould the fead(};

fon prove dry, the field is occafionally watered from
- * the
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the river, continuing to weed, and to keep the earth-~
locife about the ftools.

. In Auguft, two or three, months from the time of
planting, fmall trenches are cut through the field,
at fhort diftances, and fo contrived as‘'to drain oft’
the water, {hould the feafon prove too wet for the
canes, which is frequently the cafe, and would ren-
der their juices weak and unprofitable : the farmer,
therefore, never fails to have his field plentifully and
judicioufly interfe®ed with drains, while the cane is
fmall, and before the time of the violent rains.
Should the feafon prove too dry, thefe drains ferve to
conduct the water from the river, through the field,
and alfo to carry off what does ndt foak into the
earth in a few hours : for, fay they, if water is per-
mitted to remain upon the field for a greater length
of time, the cane would fuffer by it, fo that they
reckon thefe drains indifpenfibly neceffary; and on
their being well contrived depends, in a great mea-
fure, their future hopes of profit. Immediately after
the field is trenched, the canes are all propped ; “this
is.an operation I do not remember to have feen men-
tioned by any writer qu this fubjet, and is, perhaps,
peculiar to thefe parts, It is done as fqllows D

The canes are now about three feet high, and ge-
nerally from three to fix from each fet that Las taken
root, 4nd from what we may call the ftool; the
Jowetleaves of each cane are firft carefully wrapt up
‘rouid it, fo as to cover jt completely in every part,
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' fmall ftrong bamboo, eight or ten feet long, is then
ftuck into the earth in the middle of each ftool, apd-
the canes are tied to it : this fecures them in an erect
pofition, and gives the air free accefs round every

part. As the cames advance in fize, they continue

wrapping them round with the lower leaves, as they
begin to wither, and to tie them to the prop bam-
boos higher up, during which time, if the weather
is wetg they keep the trenches opep; and if a
drought prevails, they water them occafionally from
the river, cleaning and loofening the ground every
five or fix weeks. Tying the leaves fo carefully
round the cane, they fay, prevents them from crack-
ing and fplitting ‘with the fun, helpsto render the
juice richer, and prevents their branching out round

the fides : it is certain that you never fce a branchy
cane here.

In January and February, the canes are ready to
cut, which is about nine months fram the time of
planting ; of courfe I need not defcribe it. Their
height when ftanding in the field, will now be from

cight to ten feet, foliage included; and the naked
cane from an inch™to an inch and a quarter in dia-
wetey.

A mill ar two, or even more, aceording to the
fize of/fhe field, is erefted, ,when Wantc.d' in the
open air ; generally under the thade of large wango
trees, of which there are great abundance hereabouts.
e mnll is fmall ; exceedingly ﬁmple, and at the

. *fame
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fame time efficacious. The juice as faft as expref:

is received into common earthen pots, ftrained
and put into boilers, which are, in general, of an
oval form, compofed of il made thick plates,: of
country iron, rivetted.

Trese boilers hold from eighty to one hundred
gallons ; in each they put from twenty-four to thir-
ty gallons of the ftrained juice : the boiler is*placed
over a draft furnace, which makes the fire burn with
great violence, being fupplied with a ftrong draught
of air through a large fubterranean paffage, which
alfo ferves for an-afh-pit. At firft the fire is mode-
rate, but as the fcum is taken off, ‘a point they are
not very nice about in thefe parts, as they look to
quantity more than quality, the fire is by degrees in-
creafed, fo as to make the liquor boil very fmartly ;
nothing whatever is added to make the fcum to rife,
or the fugar to train, except when the planter wants
a fmall quantity for his own or a {riend’s ufe; in
this cafe he adds ten or twelve pints of fweet milk to
every twenty-four or thirty gallons, or each boiler
of jiiice, which no doubt improves the quality of the
fugar : the fcum with this addition, comes up more
abundantly, and is more carefully removed.

Tue liquor is never here removed into a fecomf
boiler, Lut is in the fame boiled down to &. ;proper
confiftence, which they guefs by the eye, and by the
touch: the fire is then withdrawn, and in the fame
~ieflel allowed to cool a' little. 'When it becomes

pretty
.
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pretty thick, they ftir it about with ftiriing fticks,
_tll-it begins to take the form of fugar; it is tI’lea..
“taken but and put upon mats, made of the leaves of
the palmira tree, ("Boraffus flubelliformis ), when the
ftirring is continued till it is cold : it is then put up
'in _pots, bafkets, &c. till a merchant appears to
buy it.

‘Tun Hindoo name of this fugar is Panfadurry ;
its colour is fairer than moft of the raw fugars made
in our Weft India iflands ; but it is of a clammy dn-
tuous nature, abforbing much moifture in wet wea-
ther, fometimes fufficient to melta great deal of it,
if not carefullp ftowed in fome dry place, where
fmoke has accef to it.

Many of the planters prefer that fort of fugar
which they call Bellum, and Europeans Jagary; be-
caufe it keeps well during the wet weather if laid up
in a dry place. It generally bears a lower price;
yet, they fay, this difadvantage is often over-ba-
larted by their being able to keep it with only a
trifling waftage, till a market occurs, for the farmer,
has often to wait for a market for his fugar ; befides
cangs of inferior quality anfwer for j _;agary, when un-
fit for fugar.

THEsprocefs for making jagary differs from thofe
abov¢ defcribed, in having a quantity of quick lime
thrown into the boiler with the cane juice, abouta
fpénful_ and a half for every fix or feven gallons of

. . the
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the juice. Here they do not remove the fcum, but-
let it mix with the liquor ; and when of a proper
confiftence, about four or five ounces of Gengeley

roil of Sefamum orientale),. are added to each boiler
of liquor, now ready to be removed from the fire;
thefe are well mixed, and then poured into thallow

pits dug in the ground. They are generally about

three feet long, and a half broad, and three inches

deep, with a mat fpread at the bottom, which is

ﬂ:ghtly ftrewed with quick lime. In a fhort time the
liquor incorporates into a thick folid mafs ; thefe
large cakes, they wrap up in dry leaves, and lay by

for fale.

t

TueIr jagary is of a darker colour, than the fu-
gar, and contains more impurities, owing to the care-
lefs manner they prepare it, by allowing all the fcum
to-incorporate with the liquor.

Tue half viffum, or one acre of fugar cane, in a
tolerable feafon, yields about ten candy of lugar, or
rather more, if made into jagary: each candy weighs

- about 500 Ib. and is worth on the fpot from fixteen
to twenty-four rupees. In the Weft Indies, fo far as
my information goes, the cane yields from fourtern te
twenty hundred weight of their raw fugar, worth on

“the ifland about 2ol. of their currency. Here the
produce'is more thancdouble; but on accoust of its
Snferior quality, and the low price it bears én the
fpot, the produce does not yield a great deal more

money than in the Weft Indies. However, as me
' ' la-
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fabour is incomparably cheaper, the Indian planter
. ihyft make much larger profits.
. THE fituation of all the lands hereabouts is exa&ly
alike; being in the middle of an extenfive plain ad-
“Joining the river : the foil in all is alfo much alike,
fo that thie produce is nearly equal in all, when no
unfavourable circumftances happen. The fame re-
fult is durther eftablithed by the quantity of fugar a
meafure of juice will yield Here it is almolt al-
ways, except in a very rainy feafon, or in lodged
or wormy canes, about one fixth part ; or fix pounds
of juice yield ohe pound of fugar. In Jamaica,
Mr Beckford fays, that on an average eighteen hun.-
dred gallons of® juice may be reckoned to yield an
hogthead of . fugar, or fixteen hundred weight, that
is, one of fugar to eight of juice. This proves our
juice to be one fourth richer than theirs.

Frowm the above calculation, itis evident that afl
the lands in this neighbourhood are better adapted
to this culture than the lands of Jamaica ; for here
they not only yield a larger crop of canes, but the
juice is alfo richer: and were our planters here to
bring the molaffes into account, employed. in the
‘Wedt Indies for the diltillation of rum, their proﬁts
would be flill greater. At prefent this refufe is given
to cat &-: or carried away by the labourers for what-
ever fhey think proper. It'is thus produ&ive of
m? real benefit, than if converted into ardent fpi-

The natives in other parts of India are, how-

You. II. F . eever;
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ever, well acquainted with the method of making ~
both rum and arrack, nor have they lcarned this
pernicious procefs from LEuropeans, as fome have
fuppofed.

In this country the cines, while growing, are fub-’
je€t to fewer accidents than in the Weft Indies. I
will mention them briefly.

1. A very hot feafon is the worft; it injures
the canes greatly, rcndering them of a reddifh co-
lour, yielding a poor unprofitable juice : here they
reckon the fmall; heavy, pale yellow cane the beft.

3

2. Storms, unlefs they are very violent, do no
great harm, becaufe the canes are propped ; how-
ever, if they are once laid down, they become
branchy and thin, yielding a poor, watery juice, and
to this they are fometimes liable.

3. THE worm is another evil which generally
vifits them every few years: a bectle depofits its
egg in the: young cane; the grubs of thefe re-
main in the plant, living on its medullary parts,
till they are mectamorphofed into the pupa dtate.
Sometimes this evil is fo great as to injure a fixth
or an ezghth part of a field ; but what is worle, the
difeafe is commonly ,general where it happsns, few

fields efcaping.
-
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4. Tue fibwer is the laft accident they reckon
.ypon ; although it fcarcely dgferves the name; for
1t rarely happens, and never but to a very finall por-
tion of fome few fields; Thofe canes that flower
have very little juice left; and it is by no means fo
"fweet as the reft.

THE lands occupied with the fugar cane in the
Zemindaries of Peddapore, and Pettapore, exclufive
of thofe iflands formed by the mouths of the Goda-
very, amount to five hundred and fifty viffums, or
eleven hundred acres, and their annual produce is
forty-four hundred weight per acre: their whole
produce will tHerefore be twenty-feven hundred
hogtheads of eighteen hupdred weight cach, or a-
bout one fourth part of the produce of the ifland of
Jamaica. It is acknowledged by all, that this quan.
tity might be increafed to any extent, with advantage
to the zemindar, the farmer, and government. This
obfervation zpplics with double force to the upper

, provinces on the Ganges, as far as Rohilcund, where
the fugar lands are of indefinite extent; and where
with a culture infinitely lefs perfe than that above
defcribed, great quantities of fugar and jagary are
already made by the natives. All that feems nc-
ceflary in thefe immenfe tralts, is to open a market
to the Ryut, and fecure to him a ftri¢ agreement

to h7f;afe with the Zemindar,
TAanscrrssions in this point are the great bar to

Indian hufbandry ; for in a good feafon the Zemin.
’ * dar
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dar raifes his demands, and makes tHe farmers of
all denominations pay probably a fourth more than
the rent agreed on. Cuftom has rendered this ini.
quity common, and the farmer has no idea of ob-
taining redrefs of an evil, which to him appears as
irremediable as the ravages of the elements, '



OF THE CULTURE OF THE POTATOL,
®eotecsssecoog

Berbampore, O. 1 797-

MucH order ¢r arrangement cannot be expetted in
treating a fubjec, which you are compelled to exa-
mine, not methodically, but by piece-meal, as oppor-
tunity offers. You have not the choice what fubjeéts
you are to enquire into this feafon, or what to invefti-
gate the next; on the contrary, if examination is de-
layed while you are on the fpot, the opportunity is
perhaps for ever loft ; and the next perfon you apply
to for information, may, perhaps, prove more igno-
sant.than you are yourfelf. .
In paffing through thefe provinces thh the army,
during,a period of five years, I have endeavoured, as
mu(;l?xs poffible, to conne¢t together whatever obfer-
vations I could make, relating to the rural economy
'SP the farmer, and produce of the foil. Without
) fhelter
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fhelter or a fixed refidence, this could not always be
éffeCted.—A palankeen and boat, or even a bunga-
low in military captonments, is not a fituation fa-’
vourable to an elegant arrangement of your fubjett,
or much polith of ftile in treating it.

In this diftri@, we have firft to notice the Culture
of Potatoes, which has been introduced into Bengal;
and apparently with the moft beneficial effet: It is
a comfartable circumftance, that fupgritition in Hin-
doftan, all-ppwerful as it is, does npt fhut up every
. 3venue to improvement, or preclude the people from

every advamtage to be derived from the fuperior at-
tainments of Europeans, in induftry, art, and [cience.
No prejudice prevents the Hindoo from the culture
and ule of the potatoe: the moft ufeful and nutri-
“tive of all vegetables in every country where the
growing of it is fully underftood. If the natives here
-have hitherto derived but fmall benefit from this
plant, it is becaufe the culture has not become uni-
verfal, nor has the method of preferving it beep fo .
much attended to as in Europe. :

THe foil of Bengal, and the long continuance of
dry weather, may, perhaps, prevent the growth of
the potatd® to the extent neceffary for the food of the.
common_people.—In that cafe, the good effets of itg
mtroduction may not be fo generally felt as they have
been in Europe. >

THE
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Tre quantity, however, procured by Eutopeans,
almolt at every feafon of the year, clearly fhows, that
thefe ob&ac!es are not altogether inluperable. The
potatoe, &t prefent almof} univerfally makes a difh at
European tables ; it is well drefled, and ittle inferior
‘to what we have in England: in fize, indeed, it is
{maller, and the crop is lefs abundant; hence, in the
Bazar, riceis, in general, a cheaper food. The na-
tives fhow a willingnefs to ufe it on all occafions,
where it can be as eafily procured, as other food -
and there remains not a doubt, if ever the potatoe
fhall become cheaper than the rice, that it will be ge-
nerally preferred.

A DRy feafon is unfavourable to the rice crop;
but is certainly the beft for this vegetable: it would
appear, then, that nature points out the one crop as a
{ubftitute, when the other fails. In order to fecond
her views, however, a certain quantity of land in eve-
ry farm fhould be planted with the potatoe ; dor no-
thing fhort of this precaution will ever fecure an ade-
quate fupport during a failure of the ufual crop to fo
numerous a people, and fo improvident as the Hin-
doos. The encouragement, and fometimes the inter-
feregce, of government might be neceffary, at firft, to
eftablith the practice : but if it once were igtroduced,
the tenacioufnefs of the Hindoos to: their ordinary
routing of culture, would provye a fullfecurity for its
prefe;,/atxon Some years ago, a gentkman diftribu-
Jed two boat-loads as feed to the natives in the neigh-

e bourhood
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bourhood of Cawnpore, and the crop iaas graduall)v
increafed ever fince.

Ti1e abatements of rent, unavoidable ini years of
fcarcity, and the no lefs incvitable expence of pur-
chafing rice, and felling it at a low price to preferve”
the lives of the poor, fall fo heavily upon gavsrnment,
that the introduétion of the potatoe into every farm,
by the interference of authority, feems to be-equally
a dictate of economy and prudence, as of common
humanity.

At ‘\aadras. and fome other parts of the Coroman-
del coaft, T am informed, that the benevolent exer-
tions of fome well difpofed perfons, “have introduced
the bredd-fruit tree: if this has fucceeded, and in
fome degree it has, it was accomplithed by the pro-
je€ors of it, on views of advantage far lefs cerrain or

' immediate, than the introduétion of the potatoe.

It frequently is not the difcoveries which yield the
moft fubftantial benefit to human fociety, that make
the moft {plendid figure in the annals of hiftory.

¢,

Tz man who firft introduced into Europe the ufe
and cultyre of the potatoe, has conferred”s real 3nd
permanerit benefit upon the poor, which, in every
country; comprehends nine-tenths of mankind, He has
relieved the importunate calls of hunger in inany a
family ; and in the infide of the cottage, he has glad-
dened many a countenance, that, before his day, was

. fullen

\
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fullen with blinger, or ﬂirivelled with want. Th.ls

. pérfon, though unrecorded in the annals of Fame,
‘ought, in fimple juftice, t0” occupy one of the firft
feats in hér temple.—This honour s faid te be due to
that adventurous but ill-requited ftatefman Sir Wal.
“ter Raleigh. .
- ——— .

It would, perhaps, be too fanguine to expe&, that
a vegetable, not perfectly congenial to the climate of
Hindoftan, fhould ever be turned to fo much account
in feeding hogs, poultry, and cattle, as it is in Bris
tain and Irelund : but if, by our example and judici-
ous encouragement, the potatoe ﬂf&lLl&cgzy.e’of as
univerfal ufe anfong the Hindo:s, as it is in thefe
countries, the Efiropeans of the prefent age will have
the honour of making fome atonemcnt for the mif-
chiets and devaftations committed by their anceftors
for two centuries in Amcrica.—Amidit fo many
changes of manners, we may at leaft hope for a peri-
od, when virtue znd huma iy fhall be as re¢folut¢
and Perfcv::ring in their aim, as avarice or cruelty.

So little attention has hitherto been paid to the me-
lioration of the conditioa of the natives, thut you can-
ng' gyen attempt it, without incurring the ridicule of
a great proportion of the Europeans in Ind"% They
“tell you, that the moft trivial cuitomp of people
‘are as immutable as the laws of the Medes and Per-

fians ; ,'a'md nothing thort of fatuity could induce any
perfou to attempt a change. This is a plaufible ex-
cufe for the univerfal negle& of this important fub-

You. IL G . iject



1@ : INDIAN REC RI‘.ATION;\

Jt& and is urged by fome as a plea fc}r the omiffion
of what conlcience tells them is a duty. Europeans,
in general, vifit this country for the advancement ot
their own fortunes; an obje& which they purfue, as
at firlt, from neceflity, but afterwards, from habit.
If perfonal advantage becomes the great rule of ac-
tion, it is a convenient principle for many, 7, i -
blithed, would vindicate every a& of oppreffion com-
mitted amongft mankind in every age. .

THE uncertainty of a rice crop, as the only fupport
“efa numerous people, is fufficient of itfelf to juftify
every‘*nttempf" however unpromnﬂng, to introduce
‘other ftaple articles to come in aid’ of it in times of
fcarcity. A grain which depends upon the quantity
of rain, and on the number of inches to which the
ftream rifes on the Ganges, experience has often
proved to be an awful contingent to hang the lives of

. millions of our fellow-creatures on. If a ftimulus to
“their indolence, or even a fmall violation of fome of
their cuftoms, could refcue them from the danger.
the means would be as completely fanified by thy

4

end, as the evil would be overbalanced by the ad-\

vantage,

SHovLD the culture of the potatoe never become
fo general in Bengal, as fo anfwer the intended | pur-
pofe, its place mighy ftill be fupplied by the ya
fweet potatoe, a \'egetable refembling it in ﬂer%

far larger in fize, and, in this country, more caﬁlv ’

N taxfed. It has been cultivated and ufed by the natlves
to
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to a certain Aegrce, I believe from time immemorial :
the cultivation of this plant to a greater extent might
thwart the indolence, but™could violate no ;phgxons
prejudicet of the Hindog. Such prqcauuons in his
behalf are the mere neceﬂ'ary.; becaufe in all his con-
dué, he betrays a want of forefight, and indifference
to futurity, that totally difqualify him from~prov1dmg
in any degree againft-famine, which has ever been
the great fcourge of India. :

lu.n' the refources promifed by the bread.fruit
trec’ will prove equal to what might be expetted,
cither from the potatoe or the yam, is more than
problematical. * ‘The planting of a tre¢, and the care
of its prefervatlon till it become produdtive, there is
reafon to believe, is beyond the ufual effort of fore-
fight poffeffed by this improvident race. This ne-
gle&t, however, muft be imputed to themfelves; it
cannot derogatc from the hanour.of thofe benevolent
perfons, who have attempted to alleviate one of the
moft urgent of their diftreffes.

[ s

By
DESCRIPTION



DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND OF cossimpizan.

Csrs000000se
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Berbampore, O&. 1797,

You hardly any where view the cultivation and po-
puloufnefs of India more advantageoufly than in this
beautiful ifland, which is furrounded by the Hoogly,
Coffimbazat river; and the Ganges. While the Na-
bobs of Bengal continued independent princes, or
were nominally fubjected to the court of Delhi, they
~éfided chitfly on this ifland, at leaft during the pre-
fent century. At Morefhedabad, the capital, the
Durbar was held, and the Englith refident had a
kind of fortrefs affigned him, and his attendant., o
bout four- miles diftant, near the populous villa
which bears the.fame name with the ifland. It
furrounded by a ftone wall which ftill remains, and
thﬁlou‘fe within affords elegant accommodatians for
chi'_fcommdrcial refident of the Company.

&

Tris
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. 'TH1s gentleman has the fuperintendance of a con-
_fiderable manufa@ure of filk, for which Coffimba-
Zar has long been famous. The place is alfo noted
for its ﬁockmgs ; which are all knitted with m,
and are efteemed the beft in Bengil. The price is
“from twenry to thmy five rupees the corge, which
confifla of twenty pairs.

Tursvillage, according to Tavernier*, fends abroad
every year twenty two thoufand bales of filk, weigh-
ing each 100 Ibs. of filk; making in all 2,200,000
pounds, of fixteen ounees each. This is probably
an exaggeratxon, yet the quantity of filk confumed
by the nauves in carpets, fattins, and other ftuffs,
muft have been- very great.

IT would certainly tend greatly to increafe the
produce of labour, were ﬂocking frames introduced,
and the natives taught to ufe them. -Some enter.
prifing European may hereafter enrich himfelf by
thig meafure, and at the fame time benefit the coun-
"Jtry. For the ftockings manufalured After the pre-
fent mode cannot contend with ;the Britith either
in quality or price; this is fo palpibly the cafe, that
the fuperior clafles of Europeanstfeldom wear any

_ that are manufaQured in India. § Some. Europeans

allege that the fteckings in India are

more foft and elaftic than thofe Knitted i ma &ame ;
this however is not the general opfam

e IN‘

»

* Travels in India Past, II. p. 126,
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2Iw this branch .of the cotton trade, % well as fuf-
‘ans, and mahy. articles of the thicker kind, the nativés -
‘of Bengal .are already completely outdone by their’
rivalé .in Britain, though only in the infandy of their
career. '‘Some.perfons here, of no inferior under-
ftanding, allege that the fame thing will foon happen”
in every yarticle whatever manufaured of—<atton;
but by the major part this is regarded as a fort of
rebellion againft antient opimions, which nothing
but an overweening conceit of our own ingenuity

could fuggeft.

- Tae fak as it ftands at prefént, undeniably is,
that the: retail price of many artitles in the cotton
trade, is higher in Calcutta than af either Glafgow
or Manchefter: and the boaft of the manufaéturers
- of thefe towns, that they will foon be. able to fell
‘their goods in Bengal, is therefore not altogether
void of plauﬁbxhty.

. THERE are many caufes which may long prevent
any rivalihip' of the Indian fineft muflins. The ‘Tow
. price of labour, and the extreme delicacy of touch, *
which . the flender Hindoo obtains, by means of his
temperate habits, are among the principal.}'"y( The
finet muflins are not now manufactured: “when
Ali Beg the ambaffador from Perfia re'turned from -
India, He prefented Shah Seffi with a cocoa nut'fet
with pearls, which had inclofed in it a turban of fix-
ty <ubits of muflin fo fine that the cloth could fcarce-

ly be felt b‘y the hand *. - .
’ Tus

.® "Tavernier’s Travels in India,
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Tue ‘unhealthy ftate of the adjoining towns of
Morefhedabad, Calcapore, and Coffimbazar, has of
late been fo alarming, that an enquiry was made
into its caufe by fome .medical gentleman on the
fpot. Among tHe natives, confined and'damp huts,.
bad water, and defetive clothing, certainly contri-

- butx tv the malignancy of the fever and dyfentery, by
which fo many hundreds of the poorer fort are
fwept dway every autumn.

*Eurorrans refiding in thefe towns are by no
means cqually fubje& to thefe diforders. The Com-
pany has ereted in their vicinity a regular canton.
ment capable of lodging two thoufand European fol-
diers ; which for fpacioufnefs and elegance, are un-
cqualled by any buildings of the fame kind in Eu-
rope. The different erections of the Company for
the accommodation of their troops, have coft feveral
millions, and may be regarded as fplendid inftances
of their economical principles giving way* to the
comfort ‘of their army. The fums thus expended,
aid out at the compound intereft of this countty
would, at a determinate periods not very remote,
have equalled the national debt. -+ ,

AnouT twenty miles fouth of Coffimbazar lie the
celebrated plains of Plafley, where Lord Clive at
ance revenged the cruelty of fhe Nabob Suraja
Dowlah, and cftablithed the Britith power in Bengal.
At this delightful fpot the pnnce had an elegant
villa, where he retired to eijoy the pleafures of the

‘chace.
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chace. 'Woods and jungle then covered thofe plaing
which are now beautified with rich crops of cotton
and rice; and the tiger has been compelled to retire
from the approuch of the hyfbandman, ana to make
~ room for the acquifition of his induftry. The princes

of Hindoftan in many points feem to refemble the
feudal monarchs in lurope: they are, howeyer,
more excufable in devoting a part of their territory
to the diverfion of hunting ; the game is much more
abundant, and the fport afforded by the boar, the
buffalo, or the tiger, is certainly more manly and
interetting than the purfuit of the fox, or timid hare:
yet for thefe, many thoufand acres were laid wafte in
every country in Europe, by our femlbarbarous an.
ceﬁors..

Or the inferior kinds of "‘game, the ifland of Cof-
fimbazar, as indeed every part of India, is full: the
hare, the deer, the partridge, and quail. with a vaft
number of birds far fuperior in beauty and variety to

fe of i urope, are found all along the banks of _

e Gunges, What is more remarkable, the aqua-
tic birds of the colder climates are alfo abundant ;
fuch as the goofe, duck, pigeon, and fnipe. At
the flow rate you are obliged to travel in a budger-
row, you may during the cold feafon, have your
table plentifully fupplied each day with the produce

" of your own labours, though not an expert fport%

man. .

Fisu
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T1sH afford another fupply for the table almoft al-
'w’ays attainable on the Ganges. They are here of
*many different kinds, and among frefh water fifhes
they certaaly may be dgemed very palatable as well
as wholcfome. Their plenty at fome feafons is fo great
‘that they become the ordinary food of the pooreft of

_the natives, who are faid to incur difeafes from too
liberal indulgence. The fmalleft in fize, fome of
which appear to be th& fry of larger kinds, are all
equally acceptable in 2 Currie, that ftanding difh in
cvery native family. What is called the cook-up, in
the jdrgont of the country, is often larger than a fal-
mon ; and the number taken in ncts is often very
great. The mahgo fifh, fo called from the fruit,
which comnes tln in feafon, are the favourite difh at
every Luropean table during two inonths, while they
are in roe, for they are then filled with a large roe
or fmelt, which the connoiffeurs reckor a delicate
morfel.

For fevéral hundred miles the alligator and por-
*puifes are feen tumbling in this large ftream: and
after the numbers that muft be daily devoured by
thefe voracious plunderers of the inferior tribes, a
fuffigient quantity ftill remains to reward the la-
bours of the fithermen, who continually ply the ri-
ver, either for the fupply of the market, or of their

»own families.  The alligator of the Ganges is from
twenty to twenty five fect long when at its full fize.
I have not obferved that the populous ifland of Cof-
fimbazar has attrafted this hideous animal in greater

Vor. IL H ¢ nums
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numbers than is found in other partsof the river ¢
it is allowed, however, that he is extremely vora-
cious of human food ; a repaft to which he can be-
no ftranger, from the number of dead bedies conti-
nually thrown into the river. A fingle fitherman in
his canoe is not a match for the alligator: he fliesat
his approach : but as often as the monfter is feen by
a company in the fame boat, he, in his turn, is
obliged to retreat. The gurreal is a fpecies of the
crocodile {till more hideous than the alligator.

So much has nature done for the fertile ifland of
Coflimbazar ; and for ouce the natives have had {pi-
rit to fecond her views. The foil of this diftrict is
not only rict', but it is the beft cultivated in this
country : crops of every fort are luxuriant; and
Coflimbazor has obtained the name of the garden of
Bengal. which 1teelf has long had the appellation of
the garden ot India.

OFf
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OF TRAVELLING IN A BUDGERROW ON THE GREAT RIVER,

4 ® 806 o0 0 0 0 s
0

Ganges, Dec. 1798.

N this part of India journies are moft frequently per-
formed by water ; and by the affiftance of the fame
clafs of boat-men that are employed in the convey-
_ance of goods. .
. Tye veflels ufed by Luropeans for this purpofe,h
are conftruéted with an air of elegance feldom aimed
at in any other part of thc world. If the affeCtation
of fplendour is generally the chara&eriftic of men of
low Birth on the fudden attainment of wealth in cvery
quarter, it is not furprifing that it thould fometimes
appear here : it is natural to conceal a humble origin
y pompous manners and a fhow of profufion.

Tre travelling Budgerrow ufed on the Ganges is
an ‘initcuce of this affetation, the more excufeable
Rere,



6o INDIAN RECREATIONS.

where every convenience is neceffary to, fupport the
effects of the climate. Thefe veflels are conftruéted
with a large airy cabbin, furrounded with venetian
and canvas blinds : in each there isa fuiteof two or
three apartments, which, with additinal boats for
baggage and fervants, can accommodate a fmall fami- -
ly very comfortably for a confiderable time.

Tais is indeed neceflary, for flownefs is the great
objection to this mode of travelling: three months
and a half are allowed a Budgerrow to travél from the
prefidency to the higher ftations; and this allowince,
large as it may appear, has fometimes been infuffi-
cient. The wind and the ftrong curreht of the Ganges
at certain feafons, are infurmountable® obftacles to ex-
pedition in travelling up the country; and if their
time is limited, another mode of conveyance muft be
adopted.

* Harory any part.of the food of a Hindoo is cem-
mon to him with an European: almoft every article,
therefore, mult be provided before your journey cota-
mences. The Bazars furnith kids, fowls, eggs, rice,
and milk; butit is not fafe to truft that your fupplies
will be procured cven where thefe articles are tp be
found. In many places the natives pofitively refufe
to fell their goods to an European; and their relut-
ance is {o remarkable, that I have feen a wholgil-
lage fhut up their fhops, and the owners conceal
themfelves, on a report of a ftranger coming to pur-
chale from them. Wherever men find it their inter-

eft
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eft, they will, in general, be willing to fell: iome
folence or unfair dealing muft have been the caufe
“of this fhynefs of the Hindoos. Had they never been
“annoyed W defrauded, jt is probable they never
would have r‘e}‘&fed to fell their commodities. *

. On a journey where the {cenery is circumfcribed,
and the objeés trivial or common, the exercife of pa-
tience, during a flow progrefs, may be difficult; but,
on firft travelling on the Ganges, that mind muft be
ftrangely conflruéted which cannot exercife this vir-
tue. * The firft view prefented to a ftranger of this -
grand and venerable ftream, the conftant diftributor
of comfort to millions of his fellow-creatures, excufes
with him, the fimple nutives for that excefs of vene-
ration with which they regardit. Al that you have
heard of the munificence of the Nile, or of the blef~
fings confurred on America, by the large ftreams that
pervade taat country, is far outdone by this great

* parent of rivers. .

rr affords aburdance of drink to the inhabigants
of a country whicli would otherwife be parched in the
hot feafon ; the air from it cools and refrefhes the
couptry : during the rains, it overflows immenfe
trats, which are fertilized by its water, while it en-
ables their cultivators to convey to warket part of their

*produce. It thus adminifters by far the greater part
of his comforts to the Hindoo when living, and fury,
nifhes a facred receptacle for his body at his death.

"Thae
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Tre natives of Hindoftan have, for thefe reafons,
venerated the Ganges to idolatry: A mixture of
emotion, of furprize, pity, and regret, arifes in the
breaft of an European, when he firft bgu*lﬁ’s the aged
Hindoos, with their white beards, ftepping down its
bank, to pay their evening devotions, and to bathe
themfclves in this hallowed river.

THrs cuftom, derived at firt from fimplé grati-
tude, forms now a ftated portion of that immenfe
mafs of fuperftition which priefteraft has entailed on
the ignorant multitude.

From whatever fource this ceremony at firft arofe,
it is religioufly and almoft univerfally obferved, not
merely by thofe in the vicinity of the great river and its
facred branches, but alfo by many at a great diftance,
who, at certain feafons, either refort to_its banks, or
fend for a portion of the purifying water for domeftic
ablution and other purpofes.

The fpiritual benefits that are fuppofed to be con-
veyed by the contact of this holy fiream, I have not
learned ; its moral and phyfical effets are fufficiently
apparent. In a hot climate cleanlinefs is of the.at-
moft importance. Many of the natives anoint them-
felves with oil ; and were this allowed to accumulate
with duft and pexfplramon, they would foon become
‘rifonie to each other, and would certainly fall fagri-
#Hces to putrid difeafes.

‘ .
Ir
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In this view, it is not unpleafing to obferve the in«
)\abitants of every village as you pafs along the river,
repamng each morning and evening, to perform in
"the ftreanthagis neccil'ary luftration.

WiiLe the old men are bufy at prayers and gefti-
.culations, the women and children are-equally anxi-
ous to purity their fkin. In doing this they do not
truft entirely to the virtues of the water; but take
up fand and mud from the bottom, with which they
rub their bodies as conftantly as if they werg in the
a& of clearing metal.

It is on thefe occafions that the women clear up
their domeftic ufenfils, which generally confift only
of a few earthen and braz:n pots: the latter they
carry home as bright as gold, fupported over the
haunch by one arm, on the fhoulder, or the head,
according to the calt. This ceremony feems to be

» performed twice every day, and affords an idea of
the cleanlinefs of the natives not unworthy of the
imittion of thofe who deem themfelves their fu-
periors.

ANOTHER circumftance which meets the eye of a
traveller, not fo confiftent with our ideas of delicacy,
is the promifcuous intercourfe of the fexes in thefe
bathing parties. It muft be remembered, however,
that the natives go into the river with the whole of
their ufual drefs, and confequently have no farther
inducement to privacy, than on other occafions.

: t Shnle
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Some reludtance at being feen by ftrangers, is pldi-
ly obfervable ; and it is amufing to remark the diffe:
rent degrees of confidence produced by age, mar-.
tiage, perfonal attradlions;y or other rwumftances:
Some conceal themfelves from the éye of Europeans,
by remaining up to the chin in the water till they
pafs; others by getting behind fcreens and pailings
ereCted for the purpofe; behind thefe retreats they
are feen fpying the traveller with all the eagernefs of
curiofity that has been deemed peculiar to the fex :
Naturam licet furca expellas tamen ufque recurrct.

Ok melancholy circumftance ¢annot fail to ob-
trude itfelf upon the mind of him who travels on the
branches of this river. From what caufe docs fo
great a portion of this fine country lie in all the wild-
nefs of favage nature? Lord Cornwallis, in a letter
to the Court of Direttors; declares, that a great part
of this country is a2 mere jungle ; and the fame obfer-
vation‘ muft occur to every one who has vifited it.
On fome branches of the Ganges, you may travel for
nearly a day without feeing one eultivated field, a
houfe, or even a tree: We cannot follow out thi$
idea, without recurring to fome period of public’ra-
pine and devaftation, of which it is evidently the
confequence. Three Mahratta armies plundercd
this country for ten years previous to its coming un-
der our protection ; and the old men fpeak of it with

horror. .

Ir
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" It is true, that were we to judge by the number
bf -boats plying upon the river, or the number of
~people who, in fome parts; refort to its banks, we

might for:ﬂ"!\q'unfavourable idea of the population

of thefe pro_virrés. But the river is here the great

highway leading to the capital from all the upper di-

ftri€ts ; and it is reforted to not merely for the pur-

pofe of travelling, but for commerce and religion :
and if thefe circumftances are taken into account,
the number of people upon the river falls fhort of
what, might be expefted in a populous country.

In China, the carrying trade and fithing, bring

much greater numbers to the rivers of that coun-

try, than are apy where feen upon the Ganges *.

THe natives of Hindoftan have probably never
been bleft with a good government: always the
vi¢tims of the rapacity or ambition of fome mer-
cilefs tyrant, the gifts of nature feem to have been
lavithed upon them to no purpofe, unlefs to prove
»the (inefficacy of every other advantage, when coun-
teratted by a blind and fanguinary defpotifm.

Tue Britith power has now obtained a more
decled afcendency among them, than has ever
been poffefled by any nation: and the effe® of
this has been the prevention of internal war, by

Vou. 1L I, which

* Anderfon’s account of the Embafly, paffim.
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which many of the evils of bad government will
in future. be done away. The time is approach-
ing, when the exertions of a moderate government
will -be felt even in the midit of thgevegions of
defpotifin ; a period when Afia, wlich never framed
a rational government for itfelf, will receive one
from Europe ; and when thofe arts, which origi-
ginated in this country, and that knowledge, which
it once communicated, fhall again return with in.
creafe into its bofom.

SucH a tendency is difcernible in the Britith go-
verment of India; not from any chimerical notions
of liberty being likely to prevail here; fuch a cir-
cumftance is happily beyond the reach of probabi-
lity. Herce the metaphyfical jargon of the modern
fchool can never be made intelligible. The con-
je€ture is hazarded on the moderation, humanity,
a.nd good fenfe which ftill diftinguifhes the Britith
chara&er in this part of the world.

HaeriLy fuch fuppofitions are not merely the
offspring of good nature : they have been for fome
years paft realized, at leaft in part. None of *¢hofe
irregularities have of late appeared, either in. the
civil or military government of India, which were
wont to chara&erize former adminiftrations. “That
government is now an objett of ambition to’ the'
firft charalters in the nation: men of the highelt
rank, and of the moft independent fortunes, may

here
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here obtain honour, by being ufeful to their coun.
f1y.: an acquifition which cannot be attained in the
 crooked paths of corruption, or by the more auda-
cious adls ef.rapacity.

THE



THE ROADS, AND THE MANNER OF TRAMMSLLING BY
LAND. -

Plafley, Dec. 1797.

I ENDEAVOURED lately to give fome idea of the in-
land navigation of this country, a part of the world
fo abundantly fupplied by natural refources, as to fu-
perfede, in a great meafure, the contrivance of art.
In a province fo level as Bengal, canals, were they
neceffary, could be furnithed almoft as eafily as
roads : for the latter there is hardly any materials,
except pounded brick; which is generally overlaid
upon a ftratum of the fame materials, in their, un-
broken ftate. In the upper country there are, in-
deed, quarries of free-ftone, and whin rock, But the
carriage of thefe materials to fo great a diftance;, im.':
plies ap exertion and an expence far exceeding the
prefem circumftances of the government.

ONE
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ONE of the Emperors of the Mahommedan race,

. planted trees, dug wells, and built inns at con-

} venient ftages from his capxtal to the diftant parts of

‘his empife, Some remains of his princely under-

takings are {tithsto be difcerned in thofe Choultries

and Serais, whofe naked walls or ruinous veftiges
are ftill here and there to be feen.

Caravanserals in the eaft never implied the
idea which we attach to an inn : they confift merely
of an empty houfe, where you are permitted to
lodgé, and are endowed with a certain fum to keep

“them in repair. All the accommodation in them is
of the traveller’s own procuring : his bed, provi-
fions, and kitchen utenfils are carried along with
him; and in a country fo much infefted by the ti-
ger, and by wandering robbers, even the proteétion
of a houfe is deemed no fmall comfort. Forlter is
the only European who contented himfelf with the
fimple fare of the native caravanferais. When this
inn is not to be had, the difconfolate traveller fhelters

itnfelf from the noon-day fun under the fhade of
fome tree ; under the-fame roof he-alfo turns afide
to avoid thofe fudden and tremendous ftorms of rain,
haj], and thunder, which prevail during the hot
months of April and May. '

* Tae Hon. Company, fince theu' attainment of
fuch a vaft territorial poffeffion, have completed a
road from their capital to Benares and Chunar. This
has been done principally with a view of expediting

o Ehelr
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their military movements ; but is at the fame time 2
great convenience to fuch as travel by land to the ,
upper ftations. Some of the more remote of thefe_
are above one thoufand miles from paléutta, and
may be travelled to in nine or tef"days. To ac-
complith this, however, bearers muft be regularly
laid at the different ftages, fo that no delay may be
occafioned by providing them. This precaution is
always neceflfary before you undertake any.journey
whatever ; and it is done with great facility, as the
terms are generally fettled by government, and the
number of bearers is always greater than can regu-
larly find employment. )

"It is furprifing with what eafe a journey of thirty
or forty miles is performed here: in the hot feafon
you generally fet out in the evening, and arrive before
breakfaft. If your time do not permit you to reft,
the route is continued during the whole-day, at a-
bout four miles an hour ; nor is this infupportable;
as you may fleep with fome comfort in fuch con-
veyance. : ‘

Tue number of bearers, coolies, and other ‘fer-
vants neceflary on a journey in this country, is not
eafily credited by a European. Their number is.
generally equal, fometimes greater than that of the
“miles you travel : hence, in performing the journey ¢
juft mentioned, in the fpecified time, the feryice
of more than a thoufand natives is required.
‘Thus the cheapnefs of labour in Bengal, is almoft

P . in
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in every inftance overbalanced by the number
:of hands, which it is abfolutely neceffary to em-
/ploy In_England, the fIme diftance may be tra-
velled in a ccach and fix,. with a fplendid retinue, in
a fhorter fpace, afid at a fmaller charge.

-

.~ SHORTER excurfions are performed on horfeback,
or in a carriage : this muft, however, be done either
before fan-rife, or in the evening. Heat, combined
with moifture, as it is in this country, has effets ir~
refiftibly deftrutive to an European conftitution.

THe horfes ufgd by Europeans in Bengal, are ei-
ther of Perfian or Arabian extra&tion; and confe-
quently fell at a high price. A good horfe of this
breed cannot be had under eight hundred rupees,
and from that fum the price rifes fometimes to two
thoufand. They are well formed, light, and fpi-
rited ; but feem not in this climate to be capable of

" great fatigue. Their temper feems alfo to be ia-
sured, as well as the hardinefs of their conttitution,
by change of country: fome of them, from being
tame and gentle, become fo remarkably vicious as to
prove totally unfit for ufe.

-

In the Ayeen Acbery fix different kinds of horfes
are fpecified, that comprifed the immenfe body of
*Mogul cavalry : in cach clafs, the pay correfponded
to the fuppofed qualities of the horfe, and the Per-
fian horfe ftands in the fict clafs ; and the pay of a
fingle trooper is ftated at ninety rupees per month,

“hd'e
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while that of the Tazy and Jungley are as low as
fifteen and ten rupees. Thefe laft are the country-/
bred horfes, and were never in high eftimation, for.
immenfe numbers were then, and ftill-continue to
be imported from Cabul and Candahar.

' ¥

Tue native Bengalee horfe is thin, ill fhaped, .
and every way a contemptible animal: no doubt the
meagre ftate in which they are kept adds gteatly to
their deformity. In their beft ftate they never equal
the Welth or Highland poney, either in figure or
uf¢fulnefls. Mounted by the poorer natives, and
woefully comparifoned as they commonly are, they
feem only fit for the retinue of Don Quixote. As
in this country the ufe of horfes in a teem is totally
unknown, the worthleflnefs of the horfe is little to be
regretted ; but it is fingular to obferve that they em-
ploy the oxen for all the purpofes of agriculture, in a
part of the world where his flefh is not an article of
fgpd. ' One would fuppofe that in Europe, where
the carcafe is turned to fuch good account, .after
their labour is over, that the balance would be en-
tirely in their favour; yet in the late agricultural re-
portsy the reverfe fcems eftablifhed. Cuftom, per-
haps, has had more influence than reafon in dttc: -
mining this matter in every quarter of the gldbe.

Tug' Secretary and Surveyor to the Board of A

' griculture, whofe knowledge of hufbandry is at onc::
accurste and extenfive, have both, if I miftake not,

flratigly recommended oxen, in certain circum-
ftances,

L&

W‘ - ks
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ftances, for the common labours of hufbandry ; and
,they have been employed on his Majefty’s extenfive
»farms near Windfor. What confirmation does this
practice rfeceive, when we confider that in the vaft
and populous péizmfula of Hindoftan, they only ufe
bullocks, where their-fleth brings almoft nothing as
_an article of food, and their hide very little either as
" a material of manufa&ures, or an article of com-
merce ! |

PerHaps no writers have contributed more’
largely, than thefe two gentlemen, to diffufe among
Tarmers a pra&xcal\knowledge of their profeffion.
Had providence afforded either of them an opporas
tunity of travelling over this country, their remarks
would probably have conveyed more ufeful infors
mation, on the flate of its rural economy, than all
that has yet been written : and that this has not
been the cafe, is the more to be regretted, becaufe,
*if ever a judicious and equitable fyftem of rcg
tions, for the government of this country, fallso
its” lot, it muft be framed in Europe, and from
thence alfo muft proceed a controul over its exe~
cution.

-

NorHiNe can exceed the general indifference,
and ignorance of Europeans upon this important
fubjet : they commonly embark for India at an
early period of life, when they could have no know-
ledge of a matter fo complex as agriculture. Their

own particular profcflion, and the unavoidable dif-
Vor. II. K +  fipaion
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fipation of fociety, prevent them ever after frora

turning their thoughts to it. Knowledge is, befides,

not fo eafily attained here, as in Britain, where thc.
weather permits you to travel at all times, and to
converfe with every clafs of people” Here an Euro-
pean can go abroad with [ufety only at certain fea-

fons; and though he has learned the language fo far

as to converfe on domeftic matters, and fuch as re-

late to his own profeflion, yet a new diale&, and a
new fet of phrafes are neceflary, to talk with a pea-

fant. After much exertion, expence of time, and

labour, and by ufing an interpreter, you may deem
yourfelf fortunate indeed, if you. can procure the par-

ticulars of a farm as accurately even as thole given

by Mr Arthur Young, after a fhort converfation with

an Englith farmer. '

To thefe caufes, united with that indolence and
laflitude, unavoidable in this climate, we muft im-
gite the ignorance which ftill prevails in Europe, re-
mﬁing the agriculture of the Hindoos. Europeans
here do not underftand it; and confequently cannot
communicate it to others. After remaining in Ben-
gal for thirty years, you may meet with many who
are incapable of even giving the names of the.com-

mon grain, or knowing for what purpofe it is raifed.

or



©F Tilk CART AND THE PLOUGH.

S e 8 eo 000 0000

Kiffengunge, O&F.'1797.

THE cattle principally nfed for the teem in Bengal
are bullocks. The fimplicity of means employed to
accomplith the end fo prevalent in every operation
performed by Afiatics, is nowhere more confpicuous
than in the carts, harnefles, and draft-waggons ofghe
«RBsagalefe. The moft common vehicle among the
peafants is a Hackery, or two whecled cart, drawn
by two bullpcks : the wheels, not three feet in dizmc-
ter, are conftructed in a clumfy and awkward man-
ner: the body of the carriage confifts of two bam-
boos, united by a few bars of the fame materials ;
. approaching each other the whole length of the ma-
chine, till they meet at a point between the necks of
the cattle ; where they are fupported by 2 bar, pro-
je&ting fideways over the thoulders.of both, By this
the poor animals are often galled in a moft fhocking

' manner :
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manner : a fuppuration frequently takes place from
the friction, which is not, perhaps, perfeéily cured .
during the whole life of the miferable animal; for,
befides his being condemned to daily toil, ke is no

fooner relieved from the yoke in the evening, than -
the crows fet upon him, to grygtify their voracity by

renewing,, or rather perpetuating his torments.

THE view v of a Bengalee dray-man, urging on his
way-worn vehicle, is clofely affociated with the idea
of toil and mifery in the mind of every European;
and thig impreflion is greatly firengthened by the un-
fufferable ftridor of a dry axle-tree continually
fcreeching with the nave of a ftill drier wheel : nor
can you by any argument, prevail upon the liftlefs
- owner, to fave his ears, his cattle, or his cart, by lu-
bricating it with oil. Neither his induftry, his inven-
tion, nor his purfe would admit of this—even though
_you could remove what is generally infurmountable,
his veneration for ancient ufage: if his forefathers
.drévea fcreeching hackery and wretched cattle, poi-
terity will not dare to violate the fan&ity of cuftom by
+ departing from their example. This is one inftance
of a thoufand in which the inveterate prejudicts of
Afiatics ftand in the way of their improvement, and

bid defiance equally to the exertions of the aé‘twc,
and the hopes of the benevolent.

SiMpLE and inartificial as the hackery certainly is,
it is the moft common vehicle ufed by the natives in
.conveying hplky and heavy artxcles by land ; it is

.. . - employed
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employed alfo by Europeans, from neceflity, in car-
- xjing brick, mortar, and other materials for houfe-
byildjng ; in a word, egery job performed in Europe,
by a cart, carr, or waggon, is performed here by
thefe, machines ; @nd it is furprifing to obferve what
aﬂ':dulty can perform with inftruments according to
" our views fo fetally contemptible. They carry build-

ing materials alfo upon fmall affes, as was the prac-
tice of the Jews.

AnoTHER implement more ufeful, and, if poflible,
ftill more humblg in appearance, and awkward in its
ftxuéture—is th#Tlough. Almoft the whole culti-
vation of India js carried on with an inftrument con.
fifting of two or three pieces of wood moft awkward-
ly conneéted, anfwering the purpofes of our plough.
But the land in this part of the couniry is feratched,
not tilled : a fecond, a third, and often a fourth ftir-

ing, is ncceflary 1o give even the appearance of tilth
to a field.

“The foil of the u;;per provinces being light and
thin, may probably yield to fecble inftruments of huf-
bandry ; but in Bengal where it is deep and loamy
to the depth of ninc or ten feet, furcly a more fub-
“tantial t.lla,ge would be attended with advantage.
During the rainy feafon the lands lying ungder grafs,
fend up a coarie 1pritty fubflance, ncarly allied to
what is called beni in fome parts iof Britain. This
grais, thouph extremely unfit nutriment tor cattle,
xefifts the plough fo very obitinately, that I hgve fre.

quently



y8 INDIAN RECREATIONS C N

quently feen four very powerful horfes put to a ftand
by it. What impreffion, then, upon fuch a foil, e :
be made by a Hindoftanny plough , which the )m;m
can lift with one hand to his fhoulder, and thus car-
1y to the field? The effe is precifely what may be
expeted : you frequently fee a field of this defcrip-
tion, after one plowing, appear as grfen as before;
“only a few fcratches are perceptible, here and there,
more refembling the dxgglng of a mole,. than the
work of a plough.

PaTience, however, here, as in other matters, i
the confpicuous merit of a Beng@lMe: he perfeveres
ﬁirring the fame field, a fecond, a thigd, and a fourth
time, till fomethmg like mould appears, deep enough
to cover the feed. This he foon commits to its bo-
fom; and is feldom dxfappomted in reaping a crop,
which you would more readily confider as the pro-
du& of a good foil and climate, than the reward ei-
ther of the hufbandman’s fkill, or his ingenuity.

As Bengal is, perhaps, moré remarkably defe&ive
in its breed of cattle, than moft other parts of India;
1 cannot lcave this fubje@ without mentioning a few
other animals by which they endeavour to fupply wiis
want. ‘They have a fmall fpecies of horles, which,
from their poor feeding, are flill more ugly than
fimall: thefe they employ chiefly in riding, as often as _

Y.
they travel from home. The accoutrements shich’
fupply thelace of a faddle and bridle, are perfeétly

fuitab, e appearance of the horfc and rider; but
in
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in no other point of view can they be recommended.
_Among the Ryuts, to whom this account is meant to
WY thing like a handfome horfe is a thing of
allMothers the moft uncommon, except that of ‘meet-
~ng with one in good condition. This is the more
‘worthy of metice, as I have not obferved any work
-afligned th:win this part of the country, except-
ing that juft tioned, of-carrying his mafter fuch
aly jour,Eys as occafion may require: nor is this, in
general, to“be afcribed to the want of pafture: the
grounds may, itk{ghne inftances, be overftocked; but
this & by no meahs univerfal. The defect muft lie,
therefore, rather pa the guality, than the quantity of
paffure. During the rainy feafon, I apprehend
that there is hatdly any pafture lefs nutritive than
that of the province of Bengal. That ftrong fprit,
already mentioned, is, at that fealon, the prevailing
growth of the whole province. It pufhes up a fingle
yieed ftem, which is as hard as reeds, and is never
* touched by cattle fo long as any other vegetable can
Jbehad.  Other grafles of a better quality are fome-
» tihits intermixed with this unpalatable food; but,
during the rains, are of fo rapid a growth, that their
juices muft be thin, and ill fittcd for nutrition.

“"A VARIETY of circumftances concur to demon-
ftrate the inferior quality of the pafture of this pro-
wince. No perfon ever trufls to it alone in fattening
either a bullock or a fheep. 'Whatever is intend=d
for the table muft be either kept upon dry food,
or ferved regularly with gram twice a-day.\ The

. cafe
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cafe is the fame with Europeans who keep Arabian ot
Perfian horfes for the faddle: they are fed with the
roots of the finer graffes picked, carefully dug up sy
a groom, and are ferved twice a-day with grain The
watery infipidity of tropical plants is a circumftancg -,
univerfally noticed by Europeans on their fxft arrival’
in the Faft or Weft Indies. Afpar uj? Cauliflower,
Cabbages, and all the efculent vegeh¥les ufed at the -
table, are raifed in confiderable plency : but they are’
comparatively taftelefs, and ccnfequemly-déﬁciem in
their nutritious powers.

A cerTAaIN quantity®of rofes iiﬂ:illcd in any part
of Hindoftan, will not produce neatly the fame fheas
fure of rofe-water or ottre. This point, once efta-
blithed, various effets flow from it, unfavourable to
the cultivator in warm latitudes. His working cattle
cannot be kept in fleth without fuperior troublc and
expence : his beef and mutton cannot be fitted for
the market unlefs ftall-fed; and even that expence-
when incurred, can hever fecure the produce of the
fame quality with an European grazier. After efeﬁ
precaution, the beef of Ireland, though fed on grafs
only, is as [uperior to that of Bengal, as any two
things of the fame fpecies can be fuppofed ; may not
this, then, be the caufe why the native Bengalefr
horfes, cows, affes and goats, are found univerfally fo
lean and m;ferable, when left to gather their fuf.
tenance from the pafture only? 7The capna] fkill,

gnd mduﬁry, of the natives, circumfcribed as they
are,’huﬂ: prove inadequate to oppofe an obftacle, to

agricultural
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N
agricultural improvement fo univerfal, and fo power-
. ful in ts operation. Turnips, cabbages, clover, and
“2lNge articles of houfe-feeding, are thc laft, and per-
ﬁs ‘moft capital attainments in Englith hufband.
s\attainmentswhich we, perhaps, never could have
reached, P4 noj a good market for beef, and the
yalue of w compenfated in fome mealure for
\ the original exEnce.

a?f he poor Hindoo fupport the flefh
is draught cattle with artificial
graff¥s ; while, b¥his religious prejudices, he is pra=
hibited from ufiffg beef as an article of food, and is
coxncquently precluded from a market for thofe he
fattens? While the fmall value of his produce can
hardly defray the charge of the forry implements he
already ufes, how is he to incur the fuperior expence
f better feeding ? To this I know it will be faid,
hat good tillage always pays for itfelf better than
pbad; and that if a well-drefled field and rich crop,
“Jcangot defray charges, this never will be done by a
»wretched tillage, and worfe returns  In kurope rhis
realoning will in general prove found; but in Hin-
doftan, whe¥e every circumftance of rent, markert,
angd price are different, it appears highly doubtful:
" This much is certain, that the richeft crop of wheat
ever grown in England, would not, in commbon fea-
slons, produce a price in Bengal equal to halt the ex-
pence of culture. Fnglith hufbandry, and Afiate
markets feem to me in a great micafure incompatible,

U

How t
and ftrength - o

You. II, L THR.



THE DRAUGHT CATTLE OF THE ARMY—THE ELzPHA X'\

96066 0000 0 090

Berbamp.re, OZ. 179;.

Tue cattle employed in carrying the baggage and
artillery of the Hon. Company’s troops, are almofl
in every refpet different from thole 1 mentionec
lately. They are well proportioned, large in fize, in
high order, and capable of great exertion. What
fhews with full evidence the infufficiency of the ¢~ .-
mon pafture in Bengal to fupport working cattie in
full condition, government allows all the cattle in
the fervice a certain portion of gram efery day, be-
fides their field grafs ; and the carcafes of fuch a<1
have feen, are fatisfaCtory vouchers for the fidelity
of its expenditure.

« THust cattle, however, are probably of the fame
brecd with thofe of the upper diftriéts: they are in
gmral purchaied at Purneah, and the adjacent coun-

try,
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try, which is fcarcely three hundred miles from Cal.
- ontta, around which the draught cattle are in the
-vré.-hed condition already mentioned. Nothing
! riled me fo agreeably as viewing the Company’s
vunocks.  From” the univerfal complaint of the
want of-cel ritysin the movements of our army,
“compared with that of the country powers, I had
, conceived an ujfavourable idea of the draught cattle
attached “o the DXtith army. Even in the laft war,
till the Marqhécg o3 Cornwallis took the field, Tip-
poo’s troops cous " fpread ¢ devaftation all around our
camp, without a .offibility .of coming up with him.
Had not another glan of operations been then adopt-
ed, the enemy, fecure in the rapidity of his marches,
might perhaps as before have baflled our purfuir,
and continued to bid defiance to our power. This

- muft have been owing to the number, and not to

,“the fuperior excellence of his cattle. In the midft of
his own dominions, he could command a choice of
llocks, while our cattle could not eafily be tranf=

“arJ.ted into the Myfore; and where their lofs by the
- cafdlalties of fervice, in a country fo diftant and inaca

céflible, was without great efforts irreparable,

THE ‘elephants and camels attached to the Com.
‘pany’s force, are equally ferviceable with the oxen,
and are kept in the fame excellent condition. On
“the firft day of every month, the Seapoy regxments,
wherever ftationed, turn out at day-break, with the
whole baggage and catile atrached to them. Their
‘number and condition is then infpected ; allowances

> ftopped
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ftopped for deficiencies ; and proper enquiry after
the dclinquency, if any of the cattle belonging to: =,
corps are unfit for fervice. This regulation has- cer.
tainly, while the fpirit of it is oblerved, an e¥cell's"
effect : you may conjecture the nature of thofe +:rat-
tices which gave birth to it: that L1d graxim; how-
ever, is here, perhaps, as juft as m\pt”xer inftances ;
s Ex malis moribus oriuntur bone leges.!

On~ the natural hiftory of th( el-phant, it is to
you unneceffary that I fhould enlar e: the ufefulnefs
of that noble animal to an Afiatict _rmy is becoming
daily better known ; and of confequence he is de~m-
ed of greater importance. His tamenefs, docility,
fagacity, and ftrength, exceed, in many cafes, every
thing that has been faid of him by naturalifts, extra-
vagantly as they feem to rate his qualities. When
a heavy gun has funk the carriage fo deeply in the
mud, that almcft any jorce applied in the common
w.y of draught, would infallbly prove ineffe€tus!;
the elephant al:ernately raifes the wheels with his 1%
bolcis, fo that the orditary number of catile edfily
pull it forward. Hcre it is art, or fomething re-
fcmbling reafon, that comes in aid to the unavail-
ing éflorts of mere ftrength. i

Wﬁ'n all this force and fagacity, the cleph'mt is
fo 1¥4&able as renders him very ufeful fof domeftic
purpofes as well as war. It is common forprivate
gentlemen to keep one or two to go a hunting, or
to. ta¥e an airing every morning and evening. He

is
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is then elegantly comparifoned with a howdah, and
fo_little vice or even inequality is there in his tem-
=er, that he is mounted &y the moft timid even of

fair fex  Accommodated in this manner, you
.ot «nly breathé a freer air, amidft fultry weather,
but biu ..cnce to the ftratagem or malice of the

‘tiger, buffalo,\and wild boar, with which many parts
«of the country ‘are infefted. Among the circum.

ribed enjoymer*s of an-European, the diverfion
of hunting upkn th' animal ought not to be omitted.
The elephant is “:ldom terrified at the approach of
the moft ferocious animals : he is fo cool and fteady
amnid{t the repoitg of mufketry, that you may take a
geod aim from his back. " Thofe who are fond of
boar and tiger hunting, are better qualified than 1, to
do ju'tice to the merits of the elephant in this parti-
cular, and to them 1 willingly confign the tafk of

. ‘heir illuftration.

vy %A

" .BuT the fervice for which the elephant feems ta
‘1 Zimoft peculiarly fited, and in which he certainly
feeld moft gratifi. ation, is that of accompanying the

reiinue of the native princes. Fond to extravagance,

of fhew and magnificence, they feldom appear in

.+ poblic without a num:rous retinue, confifting of ca-
valry and infantry, with horfes, -palankeens, and

elephants for their conveyance Thofe deftined for

“the prince, or any of his favourites, are equipped
with {plendid howdahs, all blazing with gold: the
greater part of the body of the animal is covered
with embroidered cloth, curioufly wrought gccord-
ing
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ing to their notions of grandeur and elegance. The

howdah itfelf, confifts of two, and fometimes three,

fmall apartmepts, and affords complete protﬂ\.hgn
from the fun. There fits the monarch, fa:fned"-ky
two attendants, while the elepham moves alon,«s-md;
a flow, but majeftic pace, entirel 01}'».,,. .ung to
the Afiatic ideas of ftate and magni\icguice.

It is on thefe occafions, that tl i/ princely animall,
which nature feems to have foned 4or the gratifi-
cation of eaftern luxury and ft *., appears in his
greateft glory. Imprefled with {3 conlcioufnefs of
his importance in the fervice of iyan, and gratified
with the fplendour of his Jccoutrements, he feems
fenfible of poflefling the hlgheﬁ rank in the brute
creation, and looks down upon the inferior tribes,
not with a malevolent, but a dignificd contempt.

WHeTHER the elephant be employed for the purl\
pofes of war, of hunting, or of fhew, his foo
fimple, and eafily procured. 1lle is fond of 4t
leaves, and finaller branches of trces. which it iy the
bufinefs of one, or two of the natives to provide for
him, while he lifrs themn with his trunk to tiie perfon
feated on his back ; their wages is in this article the
only expence®. As the quick vegetation of trees,
as well as of the grafles, and efculent plauts, renucrs
their juices thinner and lefs nutritive, grain is gene~

. rally

% I-I; allowance of graia is fixteen feer.

1
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rally added to this natural food of the elephant. Six-
_teen feer, or thirty Englifh pounds, is the Company’s
“allowance to each for one day : in feafons of a com-
mor degree of plenty, thig amounts to fo very mode-
ra:c « fum, that feveral of the fubaltern officers in the

Bengalt drty: kep them for exercife or amufe..
_ment. C '
\

THz taking of *his animal is attended with con-
fiderable difhc.lty, and fometimes with danger. A
number of the nau' es are employed driving them, or
frightening them, by alighting fircs, into a plain
which is intended to be the fcene of their captivity.
Here there is a large inclofure, leading to others of
fmaller dimenfions, till they are at laft pufhed into
one {o narrow, that will neither admit of their turn-

- ing backwards, nor allow them to proceed. To faci-
.tate this progrefs, they make ufe of females already
»tamed, who entice them forwards, by figns to them
*foo unambiguous to be mifunderftood. The cle-
‘t) -t is no fooner fecured in his narrow cell, than

\.ropek are gradually wreathed around his body and
leys, which preclude any danger of his cfcape. By
feeding and gentle ufage, he, in a fhort time, admits

_hic keeper with great complacency : thus the fagacity
of "the elephant induces him to fubmit with a good
grace, to a bondage which a cunning faperior to his
own, has put it out of his power to avoid. The In-
dia Company are fupplied withthefe ufeful animals
by a contract with certain individuals, who make it

gheir bufinefs to purfué and captivate them. ‘}
: HAT
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WHaT is remarkable with them is, that thofe
which are taken old, arc more perfecily tamed than
the young. The latter, from the fmallneis of theik .
fize, and‘the confequent iripotence of their reford-
“ments, are indulged in playful familtarities wit!pchietr -
keepers, which neither the flugg: fhneasr‘dx_ age, Lor
the maturity of their facultics, can eyer aferwards
induce them to lay afide.

THE fize, habits, and appeara_éce  ofthefe animals
make a flrong impreflion, when ¥t viewed by an
European. When the king's tg:)‘ps fi: {t had "occa-
fion to fee them falling proftrate du their belly. to
facilitate the riders’ afcen{ upou their backs, and
then rife at a word from the native guide, who is
placed immediately behind the ears, upop rhe neck ;
they teftified at once their adniiration ot their fag-cie -
ty, and terror at their ftrength and cnormous bulk.! .

“ 1
Tuz Pheel Kaneh “Flephants® Stables? cnnfhm.red
a great objedt of the imperial care; and manyg#ri -'

nute and complex regulations were framed for ther”
government of this department  According co their
qualities, age, and fize, thefe animals were clafled in
a variety of different ranks, with an allowanceex? -
provifions and of men to each clafs, proportjoned to
the wants and importance of the animal. The ele-
phant is chleﬂy ufed by the natives of Indiafor ndmg,
war, or in hunting, or fighting at the imperial
amulements.

/ : THE Vg,
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THEY were formerly taken in many more’ diftricts
_than at prefent, which affords a prefumption of the
.';rncrgafe of popujation : thg great number maintained
i, the‘ cgurt of Delhi, and at the palaces of the vice-
roy., muft have proved 4 ferious wafte of provifions.
The f'}‘u ccmplement of elephants required to be kept
fubllar /of the rank of ten thoufand, was
two hundrcd ; +nd allowing the maintenance of each
elephant to be e;ual to that of forty men, the fub-
fitence of* <isht t.oufand perfons is required for the
fupport of a pait oaly of the equipage of a fingle of-
ficers if to this bejadded the due number of camels,
horfes, bullocks, &c. the retinue of this officer is, of
itfelt, equal to a very large army.

THE account of this animal given by Abul.-Fazel,
is founded on more ample experience than that of
ny of our naturalifts, and would have furnithed M.
"ge Buffon with more accurate knowledge than he
s feems to have poflefled on this fubje. The natural
lhg- of the elephant he ftates to be an hundred and
twdgty years; the female goes with young eighteen
lunar months; in general fhe has but one ava birth,
but fometimes two. The young pne fuckles five
vears, after which time it feeds upon vegetables. At
every ten years of its growth it undergoes fome
change, and has a different name; the pnce rifing
from 100 to 10,000 Rs.

Vor. I M ‘ Tur
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Taz accoutrements and harnefs * of the elephant
are very numerous and expenfive; for the lofs of
them, and for any injury happening to the animal,
the keepers are amerced or punithed, fometipes with
death, For each of the large-fized elephants 4our
keepers are allowed, at ftated wages ; vjnrﬁﬁél‘lawt,
Buy, and two Mayhets. )

o¥

*® Above thirty articles are mentionfd in the Ayeei Ac-
bery, with the fines for lofing ar deftroying them,



WE THE CAMEL, AND ITS USES IN THE ARMY;

Noroeeeasait

Ganges, 1797.

Tae utility of the elephant, as a beaft of burden, i
Afia, highly as it is rated, is, in many refpes, fur-

- paffed by that of the Camel. Inferior only in bulk

_and ftrength, this patient fervant bears fatigue, hun.
ger, and watching, to a degree fcarcely credible by
thofe who never witnefled his toils. The weight he
bears muft bear fome proportion to his fize and
ftrength, which, in different individuals is vari-
ous ; but, when not overburdened, he will march
without meat or drink, for days together. It is his
uncommon power of abftinence from drink that has

, recomimended the camel, fince the earlieft ages, as

#t

“the moft proper animal fot conveying ptrovifions and
merchandife, in thofe long peribdical expeditions of
the caravans, that, make fo confpicuous a figure in
the hiftory of commerce and religion in many parts of

' ’ the
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the Eaft. In travelling through the parched defarts
of many parts of Afra, you can procure no water for.
many days ; no tree, fhrub, or trace of vegetauon, is
to be difcerned.  On all fides you are furrou‘nded By
an over-powering heat from the glare of tl’xﬁp}s of
the fun refleGted from myriads of bright particles f
fand ; or are enveloped in boundlefs cloudsof duft
where thefe particles are drifted by the'wind into the
air. ,

Even thofe comparatively fmall banks of fand,
that are left naked by the fubfiding of the Ganges,
fometimes appear like a cloud of fmoke, and are a
fuffocating annoyance to the traveller during a high
wind. Thefe, however they may give credibility to
dangers arifing from travelling through the unbound-
ed defarts of the interior country, exhibit but a faint
image of the horror, flillnefs, and defolation, which. .
the afpect of nature affumes in thofe dreary regions.

WITHOUT the miniftry of the camel, ¢ the fhip of
the defart” (as he has been denominated), or fome
animal equally patient and abftemious, thofe parts
would prove impervious to the human race.

[ e

TroucH no part of Hindoftan is equally parched
and fterile with Arabia and Syria, yet the camel has
been ufed as a beaft of burden from time immemo- '
rial : and in reading the patriarchal hiftory, yeu are
d at the coincidence and fimilarity of the ar-
.umerated in the wealth 8f Abraham or of
®o L Job,
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Job, and that of a Hindoo Rajah: -each have theis-
.he-affes, and their fhe-afles ; their camels, and their
' goats. -
.. V&yEN the Faft-India Company acquired territo-
ral pofieflions in this peninfula, and an army'to pros
. 'te€t them, they, in this refpet, wifely accommodated
their regulatiohs to the cuftoms of the country, and
the neceflities of the fervice. A number of camels,
as well as of clephdnts and bullocks. are attached to
each corps of theirtroops. So neceflary indced are they
-found, that many of the officers, before a march, fup-
pgg.' *(1emfelves with extra camcls for their,own ac-
commodation. Their quietnefs and docility render¢
them peculiarly fitted for carrying tents and baggage;
and, in general, the flownefs of their progrefs is no
© inconvenienee in the march of an Indian army.
During its continuance the troops are put in motion
at, or before day-break, and reach their ground to
breakfaft, at nine, ten, or eleven in the foreneon, ac-
cording to the diftance intended to move. By
difpatching the cattle early, the tents and baggage
are pitched on the ground to be occupied, and break-
faft prepared for the troops as foon as they arrive.
- Vhen in the vicinity of an enemy, every circumftance
“mult vary with the occafion; but as often as this is
not the cafe, an eaftern army will march without any
® inconvenience during the cold feafon, in the manner
1 have defcribed, to a diftance of two thoufand miles.
A great number of purveyors, eoolies, bullock-drivers,
and other camp-fdllowers, are neceflary : Thte rapidi-

° ty
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ty.of an Afiatic march, to an European, muft appedr
vomparatively fmall: but thefe inconveniences, are~
pertly from cuftom tolerated, and partly from necefi-
ty unavoidable. An officer, even of inferior ranK,
finds the fervice of between twelve aiid fifteen pafives
neceflary to accommodate him ; the grain, baggags,
and provifions of the private foldier require 2 fimildr
proportion of hands for their tranfportation. Thus 2
number upon tiie whole, perhaps, equal to three or
four times that of the effe@tive troops are always found
in the retinue of an Afiatic army. .

Waen the Marquis of Cornwallis took the kcklr;
during the concluding campaigns of the late war, the
tvhole number of his followers amounted, it is faid, to
near half a million : this noblemati is the laft officer
in his Majefty’s fervice who would in any inftance;
give way to that inefficient expenditure which their
vanity and oftentation has fometimes extorted from
our commanders in India. Thefe paffions are infec-
tious in the Taft; and to them the native princes,
with a childith effeminacy worthy of their chara&er,
have almoft univerfally facrificed their true importance
and power.

T:E detachment I now accompany, proceeds iw)‘
water, on a march towards the upper provinces , ,and
though it confifls only of a few hundred men, 1800
natives are fcarcely fufficient to drag our boats aghinft

48 weight of the ftream.

. THE
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Tug number of men neceffarily attached to an In,
fian army, gives a degree of credibility to the ac-
counts tranfmitted to us of the forces and retinue of
Artaxerkes, when he invaded the fmall republics of
Greece, and rendered their valour immortal by the

feats"which he fuffered. The population and re-
{durces of that monarchy were unqueftionably great;
and if an arv.y of near two hundred thoufand men
followed the great king, this will account for the valt
hofts, with which, the Greek hiftorians inform us, he
intended to defolate Europe. The epithet of Men-
dax*Grzcia, which with the Roman fatirift has loaded
tyat frave and ingenious people, may, therefore be
found to contain more *malice than truth; for the
the Zemindary troops, or militia of India in the time
of Acber, are ftated at four millions in the Ayecen
Acbery.

THe motion of the elephant, the driver, feated im-
mediately behind his ears, can diret or accelerate’as
he pleafes by means of a prong of fteel : but hardly

_any application will give rapidity to the camel : he is
in general accuftomed to travel under a load, and his
whole habits and conftruction difqualify him for
Apeed. His limbs are indeed long, and robuft ; but
they are unwieldy, and ill-proportioned. The offi-
cers upon a march, therefore, generally prefer a
horfe; every one of which lays him under tlie necefli-
ty of keeping, at leaft, two additional fervants, a grafs-
cutter (grafliah), to gather his provifion, and a greom
(fyce), to keep him in order.. So obftinately does

) ° every
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every native of India adhere to his little fphete of duy
ty, either from indolence or religious prejudices, that,
you may as well attempt to remove a mountain, as
perfuade the fervant who dreffes your horfs; to eut
his grafs, or wice ver/a. Nor does-this prevall ino
part of menial fervice only; it pervades it fﬁroug
out,

SoMeTHING here, I will allow, muft be imputed
to the vanity of Kuropeans; which, in fome inftances,
reduces them to the pitiful condition of craving grati-
fication from the number and buftle of their attend-
ants. When this is the cafe, it is eafily difcoverea‘, fir
it courts your attention: the number of native fer-
vants employed nine times out-of ten, is owing to
themfelves, and not to their mafters. To the latter,
they are always an expence, and too often a vexation.
After the ufual number of them is provided for your
baggage, your cattle, and your own attendance, you
are far from being either fo independent, or fo com-
fortable, as a fingle foot-boy in Europe can make yon.
Sometines their officioufnefs difguits, their negligence
and indolence ftill oftener frets; while perverfenefs
and difhonefty fail not to provoke the mafter whofe
temper is not under uncommon control. " -

From thefe particulars you will readily conceive,
that travelling is in this part of the world unavoida- '
bly expenfive ; liberal as the pay of the army ap-

s, a fubaltern on duty tannot make any confider-

g faving from his allowance, Inftances of folly
| and
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“and extravagance then no doubt often are; nor is it
our bufinefs to vindicate them; but in Europe, I
Lnow, it is too often the cuftom to calculate accord-
ing to tl.eir own wants, by their own fcale, and, con-
quuently, to blame as extravagant diffipation, that
vey condut which, in the fame circumitances, they
wwuld themfelves be infallibly compelled to adopt.

THe daily expence of a horfe, added to the inter-
eft of his original price, the camel, and his keeping,
with the wages of fifteen fervants, are heavy items
mon.hly againft a fubaltern’s pay ; and it is certain,
th. t b: could not be cqually ferviceable without moft
of thefe auxiliaries ; withofit many of them, he could
be of no fervice at all.

YEeT many fubalterns in Bengal have accumulated
money ; by parfimonioufly faving every poflible fum,
and by debarring theml(elves of many comforts which
the climate certainly requires. -

THE gencral features of the European charaéter in
India is ccrtainly profufion: when the oppofite tem-
per prevails, it is indulged without any bounds,
Greater examples of avarice and parfimony cannot,
perhaps, any where be produced than this country
can furnith, and thefe are moft commonly among
the rich. A perfon worth one hundred thoufand
pounds, has been known to linger in the country
for the fake of accumulating a little. more, evidently

You. 1L N ©at
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at the rifk of his life: often life itfelf has been’)
facrificed to this irrefiftible appetite; which, hké
fome difeafes, grows by indulgence.—

Crefeit indulgens fibi dirus bydesps.



%o TIHE BUFFALO, AND-THE DRAUGHT CATTLE OF
HINDOSTAN.

8 o8 0000000900

Mongeer, 1797

In giving an account of the cattle of Bengal, the
buffalo cught not to be omitted. This animal, in
its wild ftate, is found in almoft every part of the
continent, and in moft of the iflands. This is in all
probability the aboriginal race of horned cattle, from
which the various diverfities have been produced,
during many ages in their ftate of domeitication.
In Bengal, great numbers are found, both tame and
wild. In the latter ftate, they are perhaps the moft
"formidable enemies you can meet upoil a journey.

Trey are generally jet black ; and charaQerifed
by long femicircular horns, which inftead of ftand-
ing eret, or bending forward, are laid packwards
upon the neck, Thefe horns which, frof their

awkward
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awkward pofition, you at firft may imagine inoffen -
five inftruments, are, in reality, moft formideble
weapons. If you either come upon the buffalo by
furprife, in a fituation where he cannot efcape, o
offer him any provocation, he makes a violent 2:-
tack, with his fnout placed between his forelegs, a:\d
his horns pointed forwards. If you cannot efcape
the puih by initantly leaping afide, you are caught
upon his horns, and infallibly torn to pieces. So
quickly does he turn and renew his attacks, if he
fail in the firft onfet, that there is no hope for the
devoted vi&tim of his fury, if he cannot reach . tre-.
Even when the traveller has been thus fortunate, fo
implacable are the refentments of this animal, that
many inftances are known where he has remaincd
for feveral hours at the root of the tree, exprefling
his rage and difappointment.  One gentleman, who
fortunately efcaped in this manner, aflured me, that
his purfuer kept him a clofe prifoner upon a tree for
a great part of a day ; till he at laft bethought him-
felf of throwing down his coat; upon which, having
fatiated his rage, the buflalo difappeared.

With all this hoftility, the buffalo is, ftrictly
fpeaking, neither a predatory, nor an offenfive ani-
mal. He is in general roufed by fome provocation,
or inftigated by the principle of f¢lf defence, before
he commences an attack upon man. Happy it is for
the poor Bengalees, that this is the cafe; for his Im-
menfe, {ti -ngth enables him, when they fall in his
powcs, to tofs them in the air with as much facility

as
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+$ he would a cat : and if you may judge by the ter-
ro1 of the natives on the appearance of a wild buffa-
‘o, you muft conclude that™it is not uncommon for
tiex: o fall a facrifice .to his refentment. I had
ltely an opportunity of feeing one of them furprifed
on the river fide, by my dandies, (boatmen) in his
re.reat among thick grafs above fix feet high. The
poor failors inftantly precipitated themfelves from
the bank into the river, with fcreams of terror.
Happily for us, the animal himfelf feemed to have
been agitated by fimilar fenfations, for he fcampered
~vay “vith great fpeed to a confiderable diftance, be-
fo.e lie even ventured to look behind him.

NorwiTHsTANDING thefe unpromifing habits,
the buffalo is fully capable of domeftication. I have
pafled through whole herds of them, in the diftricts
of Purneah, and Kiflengunge, that feemed as perfect-
ly tame, as the other cattle which grazed along with
them. They are  employed in carrying goods, for
which their ftrength renders them more ferviceable
than an ox. They are kept in herds for the fake of
their milk, from which is made Ghee, that univerfal
article of Hindoo diet.

Tue buffalo is hardly any where employed in a
teem. Ilis food is more coftly than that of the bul-
lock ; and though his ftrength be far fuperior, that
circumftance is perhaps of. no great moment in the
grefent ftate of the Indian plough, which,}frﬂom ap-

! pearance,



102 INDIAN RECREATIONS:

pearance, might be drawa by two goats as well y
cattle.

Tre milk of the buffalg is of a rank tale, ,’4!‘(1
the butter bad; what is procured in the Bazar, ic
generally of a very inferior quality, and is perl‘fps
the produce of this fpecics, as freth.qntly as of lthe
cow.

A mixture of the buffalo, with the common horn-
ed cattle of the country, gives a pleafing varxety to
the herd of a farmer.  They are all black ile
common cows and oxen are five ﬁxlhsw‘as lzm
white, with a mixture of iron grey, which decpens
in its colour towards the face, and the extremites of
the legs and tail. Lhefe cattle, feen at a diftance in

,the fields, are gcnerally miftaken by Europeans on
their” firft arrival, for flocks of fheep, from their
white colour, and diminutive fize. It is from the
laft circumftance, that fome conclude that their place
in the ycke might be advantageoufly fupplied by the
buffalo ; for at the fcafon I now write, ploughs, ami
cattle, pitiful beyond all defcription, are daily feen
by the fides of the river, fcratching the ficlds in a
manncr more refembling the paftime of childreny
than the labours of farmers, who are to provxdg the
food of millions of inhabitants. 'With better cattle,
and more fubftantia) mplemems, a much more ef-
ual tilth would be given the foil, than by five or
ﬁﬁ&lrri&}f: in the prefent method. But for the pre-
fent man\cement hardly. any expence is incurred at
all,
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E\:.. L. The plough is made by the farmer from the

fir:: tree that fuits his purpofe: were it conftructed

Ly a tradefman, or were hiscattle of a better breed,

vor hette: fed, money muft be advanced, which he
cannot afford.

" " ’ue beef, hide, and horns, of fo large an animal
as the buffalo, were he within the reach of an Euro-
pean market, would prove valuable articles of com-
merce. Here neither of thele articles are of much
confideration. The hide of an ox is fo cheap, that

_ Vot nave it tanned, and manufaltured into fhoes, at
hal™ a rupee, abqut 1s. 3d. per pair; by the few na-
tives who wear leather fhoes, they are procured
wuch cheaper.

Some Europeans have lately engaged in the tan-
ning of leather, and the manuflaéture of thoes, ap-
parently with great fuccefs. “They produce thefe ar-
ticles nearly of equal quality, and {o cheap as nearly

. to preclude the fale of Luropcan inveftments of this
‘tommodity.

Tre common draught cattle of India arc diftia-
.guithed by the peculiarity of a large hunch, or pro-
tubeiance, above the fhoulders, upon which the yoke
refts. In fize, they are finall, but well proportion.
¢d, and fingularly active. ‘I'hole kept fgr travglling
coaches arc capable of performing long journics
nrearly in the fame time with a horfe.” The %ad con-
dition, and pitiful plicht in which they are” often

!

N kept
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kept by the poor Ryuts, is not able wholly to ey
ftroy thefe excellent qualxms of the Bergal cadle’
they work patiently in the yoke, buucath the, ver-
tical fun, for mwany hours, .nu upon the mo?i
wretched tood, chaff or driéu itras,



©F TiiE BREED OF SHEEP; AND TREATMENT OF
: ‘FV:E HOG.

0000000200002

Chandernagore, 1797.

ArTER delcribing the working cattle of the Hindoos,
" and fothe of the more ufeful of their domeftic ani-
mals, I cannot clofe this fubje without mentioning
their breed of fheep, and goats. Thefe animals aye
both reared, and in very great abundance, if you
make allowance for the fmall confumption of them
arifing from thofe circumftances in their fuperftition,
which I have already mentioned.

- ~Tae fize of the Bengalee fheep is fmail; his fi-
gure link and thin ; and the colour of three fourths
of a flock, is black or dark grey. Hence in Afia,
ihe colour of cattle is in general eia&ly;the reverle
of that in Europe; what we term in England a
herd of black cattle, is here white; a flock/ ot theep,

Vou. IL .0 4 " wehick
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which at home is generally white, here is dark grej™
or black.

Tre quality of a fleece pf wool, in this counery,
is worfe, if poffible, than its co'fbur it is harfh,
thin, and hairy, in a very remarkable degree. No
part of cldathing, or domeftic furniture, fo far as I
have oblerved, is manufattured of wool, except a
coarfe kind of blanketting, which fome of the dan-
dies, and people in the upper country, ufe during
the cold feafon, as a wiapper in the night : this luxu-
ry is, however, by no means general or evei' CdA.
mon ; though there is reafon to believe that .evéry
nativé, did his income admit of it, would wear a
blanket at certain feafons, and at all times would
lie on one. I know nothing with which you can
compare the India fleece, unlefs that hairy fluff, the
refule of marketable wool,. which the farmers were
in fome parts of Scotland wont to make into a cloth
for covering their malt kilns.

‘THe breed of theep, which T had an opportunity’
to examine on the C.oromandel coaft, between Ben-
gal and Madras, are ftill of an inferior quality, both
with regard to the fleece and carcafe. From their
coarfe hairy covermg, and their thin and mcompa&
fhape, one is led to conjeture that they muft have
fome affinity to the goat or the deer. They prefent
the exa& figure of what might be fuppofed would
be poﬂ' by an intermediate race between the
fheep, amigthofe animals.” Two or three of them

) may,’
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way, in fome parts, be purchafed for a rupee: and
' though they may be of confiderable ufe to a fhip’s
company after a long voyage. they are otherwilc a
very unprofitable purchafe. Hardly any thing thort
of abfolute want can make an Englithman relith {uch
_mutton, if it can be called by that name. The Eu-
ropeans, .in_thefe parts, frequently procure a fupply
of Bengal mutton, indifferent as it is, from the im-
poffibility of making a comfortable meal of that rear-
ed in their vicinity.

T'reRE arein Bengal a few fheep with four borns,
two on each fide of the head. ‘lhis is a regular
difcrimigating mark of the fpecies, and not a Jufus
nature. Thele are fuperior in fize, and better pro-
portioned than the common kind ; but their number
is fmall.

In this refpeét, the province of Bengal poflefles a
manifeft advantage over moft ctlicr parts of India ;
for though you there procure y.ur mutton from the
Ryut fmall in fize, and in milcrable condition, by
goud keeping for eight or twelve morths, you fup-
ply yourfelf with mutton, which in richne®: i fla-
. vowr, is not inferior to the grafs-ted mutton in Lu-
rope. '

It is in this manner that the officers of th®army,
and the civil fervants of the ilon. Company, fupply
themfelves at aii the seniote fiations, botk with beef
and mutton. The cattle are regularly fed thh gram

“twice
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twice a day, by their own fervants: a herdfman "
hired to fuperintend this bufinels, whofe picturefque
figure, leading his flock around the canitonments, e
cals to your imagination the veisrable fimplicity ‘of
the patriarchal ages : he goes before his flock, and
regulates its motions by his call : ¢ The fheep know
his voice, and follow him.” e
Trus.are the officers of the army provided, if not
with luxuries, at leaft with the comforts of the table;
while an innocent amufement is afforded them, which
contributes its part to animate the liftleflnefs of an
Indian life. Circumftances of this ‘kmd, however
minute or contemptible they may appear in defcrip-
tion, have a greater influence on the moral charac-
ter and happinefs of men, than we arc commonly
aware of. A numerous focicty of young men, who
have not been early bred to literary purfuits, expe-
rience the fad tedium of the military life during
peace, which they are ever in danger of diffipating
by excefs, gaming or extravagance, indulgences
pernicious every where, but particularly faral in eve-
ry part of India. 'The flefh of the goat is not ufed
as an article of food, unlefs in fome few inftances,
where it is {urreptitioufly introduced in place of m.t:
ton, by a connivance among the' native fervants,
The kid, however, is a very common dith; and it
Is the only one which the Hindoos produce in tole-
rable condition. Here nature produces a fufficient
fupply of proper food in the milk of the dam ; and
all required{of the keeper is fufficient honefty to pre-
vent
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vent him from abftratting its fupport. Goat’s milk
is commonly ufed it the tea and breakfaft table;
and if by that article the native can make a fingle
ana,: his virtue wil' fellom enable him to refift the
temptauon and do juftice to the kid, even where he
is the owner himfelf, and to receive a price propor-
" tioned to I*s quality. This peculiarity charaferifes
the natives of every def'cription perfe& children in
reﬂe&lon, a prefent gain, however trifling, in their
eftimation, outweighs a future good, though equal-
ly zertain, and of ten times the amount. A Hin.
doo, though reduced to the laft farthing, if he has
curry and rice for the prefent day, will not work for
the fupply of the next ¢ Sufficient to him is the
evil of the day;” he ¢ takes no thought for to-
morrow.”’

Tur goat, which is every where a lank and ill-
conditioned animal, approaches ncarer to the Euro-
'pean ftandard, than perhaps any other animal in
Bengal.

Nrrraer the horfe, the ficep, nor the goat, have
any peculiar fanity annexed to them by the Bra-
‘mnical fuperﬁmon It is otherwife with the cow;
which in India is every where regarded with vene-
ration, and is one objec of peculiar worfhip. Re-
prefentations of objeéts are made upon the walls with
cow dung, and thefe enter deeply into their routine
of daily obfervances. The fame materials dré allo
dricll and ufed as fuel for drefling their v1&\ids : for

thls
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this purpofe the women "colle it, and bake it intg
cakes, which are placed in a pofition where they foony
become dry and fit for yfe,

'FuE facred chara&ter of the cow probably gives
this fuel a preference to every other, in the imagina-
tion of a Hindoo; for it is ufed in Calgn+ta, where
wood is in abundance, M. De Voltaire has difplay-
ed at once his {uperficial acquaintance'with Afiatic
manners, and his propenfity to ridicule, in his at-.
tempt to vilify the facred writings, on account of
fome expreffion relating to this fub]e& utti:red‘by
the Prophet Jeremiah.

On certain occafions, it is cuftomary for the Hin.
doos to confecrate a bull, as an offering to thejr
"deities : particular ceremonies are then performed,
and a mark is imprefled upon the animal, expreflive
of his future condition to all the inhabitants. No
conﬂderanon can induce the pious Bengalee to hurt
or even contrcul one of thefe confecrated animals.
You may fee them every day roaming at large
through the ftreets of Calcutfa, and tafting -rice,
gram, or flour in the Bazar, according to their plea-
fure. The utmoft a native will do, when h¢rub--
ferves the animal doing too much honour to his
goods, s to urge him, by the gentleft hints, ta tafte
of the vegetables or grain, on his neighbour’s ftall.

A remarkable example of Oriental fuperftition oc-
cuppin the treatment of one of the moft ufeful do-
meftic
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meftic animale, the hog. ' The Mahommedans;
-Whofe numbers are confiderable in almoft every part
of Hindoftan, are prohibited from eating this animal
Ly;fheip law ; and howaver flightly they regard its
moral piecepts, like every ignorant people they pay
implicit veneration to its ceremonial and fuperftitious

.Injun@iors In rearing this ufeful animal, they are
out of the queftion. ‘Lo the fur greater part of the
Tlindoos, this economy is denied by a prohibition
flill mor¢ pernicious, becaule more general, which
forbids the higher clafles the ufe of every terreftriul
wumal, in the clafs of quadrupeds, as an article of
food. Some thire are, 1 am aware, of the dregs of
both people, who either from mifdemeanours of their
own, or from hereditary meannefs, are deftitute of
all rank, and confequently are free from the tyranny
of opinion. Thefe may eat pork, or any kind of
fleth, but unfortunately they are unable to pay for it;
for they are in general employed in the loweft me.
nial offices about Furopeans, and fubfift on what is
carried away from their tables, after it has been re-
je€ted by the Portugueze, and upper fervants. In
this inftance, then, the farmer is deprived of a mar-
ket for one of the moft wholefome, and the moft
«ofily reared of all kinds of animal food. What re-
lief might not be found, during a fcarcity of grain,
by reforting to pork, where fruit and other nourifh-
‘ment for it is fo abundant ! : b

Tuww lately, a fimjlar prejudice againft this kind of
food was entertained in fome parts of Scotland:: but
4 * the
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the knowledge lately diffeminated through that king-
dom, by the means already mentioned, has in part
already done it away. A judicious farmer, in that
country, lately told me-that he had begun tq’f?"m"‘
fwine upon the refufe of hls'ﬁilry and of h)“"gra n :
and to fatten them with potatoes or meal as oppor-
tunity offered. On a comparifon of his profits in
this method, with thofe made by the e articles
fent immediately to market, he found a, very confi-
derable balance in fayour of feeding ; a practice

which he has fince continued.

Astamic prejudices afe more deénly rooted, than
thole of our countrymen; and where fupported by
fuch numbeis and intereft, we have not the fame
means of removing them. Herds of fwine I have
met with in Bengal; but they are in fmall numbers,
and merely intended for the Europeans and outcafts,
the former of whom bear not, perhaps, the propor-
tion to the whole of the inhabitants, of one to a

thoufand. .

Taazre is hardly any degree of ignorance, of of
indolence, at all compatible with a ftate of foéicty,
that is not adequate to the rearing of this ufeful api:
mal. In many of the iflands of the South Sef it
was found a “valuable acquifition to our thip’s ftore
.of prowﬁons, and conftituted the only animal food

known to the natives.

No
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No country is perhaps more produétive of nutri.
tive plants and fruits, than Bengal; and thefe, in
the ‘hands of the patient and induftrious matives,
.. ,"t be applied to the feeding of pork with the
Lnpiet. fuccefs, could the chains of their fuperfti-
tion thus far be broken.

Tue fugar cane is remarkably nutritive; and
while it is in feafon, the wild hog is in excellent or-
der, as v.ell as flavour. What lofs is fuftained from
the refufe of a fugar farm bejng applied to other
purpoies, or perhaps loft !

TuoucH the artifices of the priefthood have ef-
fettually debarred the Hindoos the ufe of the hog, -
no contrivance has yet been fallen upon to free them
from the d.ftruive ravages of that animal in its
wild ftate. In fome diftricts, the jungles are much
infefted by them ; from whence they iflue forth in
the mght and prey upon the rice fields, where the
quantity of food they trample down is much greater
than what they devour. Thus the poor Hindoo is
condemned to have his fuftenance, earned by the
fweat of his brow, continually wafted by an animal
.»hich providence has fitted, of all others, the moft
liberally to contribute to his fupport.

On travelling through the country you fee a fort
of platform raifed upon bamboos, and covered with
thatch, where the proprietor of the rice ficld ftations
a fervant to watch the incurfions of the wild hogs

Vor. IL. P "during
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during night. This cannot be done without a con-
fiderable trouble and expence, for you fometimgy.
fee feveral of thefe erettions in the fame field: yet
there is reafon to apprehend that the owner, &A-!
all his precautions, is annually’ robbed t¢*% copf
derable amount.

or



"% THE JACKAL, AND OTH&R PREDATORY ANIMALS.

Sootee, Nov. 1797,

THE predatory animals, among the quadrupeds,
birds, and infets, are extremely numerous in every
part of India. Their depredations are often hurtful,
and always vexatious ; but their prefence in a warm
climate, in any confiderable degree populous, feerhs

neceflary.

Tue Jackal holds the moft confpicuous place
among this tribe, either confidered with regard to his
annoyances or his utility. The figure and general
habits of this animal are fufficiently defcribe in eve-
ry treatife of natural hiftory : what is remarkable of
‘him here, is the iamiliarity with which he eaters the
largeft cities ; and the mournful howlings by which
he interrupts the filence of the night.

‘Eacu
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EacH night, about twelve or one o’clock, he en-
ters the fuburbs of Calcutta, and foon traverfes everv-
lane and fquare of that capital. The noife he mokes
is ftill more loud and mournful than the hewlir |
the dog : at certain intervals, it is conftant!, .enew
ed during every hour of the night, and its enti;e cef-
fation is a fure fymptom of the approach of day; a
circumftance which, probably, would ngt have efca-
ped Dean Swift, in his defcription of th: morning,
had he feen this part of the world : however *Fis v
the filence of the jackal on Aurora’s appr ~xch, 7. a
fat yet unfung, and remains in that fto: e of uniouch-
ed materials which is deftined to dec rate the works
of fome future poet.

Tue principal charaleriftic of the jackal is his
voracity ; which permits little or no difcrimination in
the choice of food. This is probably the chief fecurity
of the hen roofts, which he never robs, if his gluttony
can be fatiated by the filth and carrion of the bazars
and ftreets. In every large town more or lefs of
fuch impurities are colletted, and would of neceflity
foon taint the air, in a climate fo hot as India, were
it not removed by thefe fcavenmers provided by
Nature.

Tue jackal wanders throtgh every village and
farm-yard, as punétually as the ftreets of Calcutta ; H
but there his cravings are more importunate as his

is lefs confiderable. It is faid that the howl

feh this animal inftin@ively utters, is reccived as a

‘ fignal
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+fignal of purluit, by every other in the fame vicinjty;_
"and by a continual acceflion of numbers, they are
¢ rabled ta run down the hare, or the wild pig; be-
= the, place of fuch as become fatigued, and are
nhugeu - defift from the chace, is fupplied by frefh
affiftan‘s, who in time accomplith the work of death.

. Of this ,2& T have no evidence, and cannot vouch its
truth,

TR Paviah Dogs roam night and day about the
’ d\g g° the natives, and perform for them, with
lefs no.le, the fame friendly offices of the jackal. To
this animal we'\have nothing correfponding in Eu-
rope, excepting in the ftreets of Conftantinople. It
is perfeétly tame among the natives, and enters their
houfes, at all times with the familiarity of a domeftic :
to Lpropeans his experience renders him more thy,
as he is often purfued by the young cadets for want
of other fport. Such a number of dogs prowling
about the ftreets, and under no confinement, .becaife
claimed by no perfon, renders canine madnefs a mat-
ter of ferious apprehenfion in Calcutta. When fymp-
toms of hydrophobia appear, the whole race of pariah
dogs is profcribed ; and the natives, whofe humanity
npon almoft every occafion yields to their love of
money, kill great numbers, for two anas a dog, the
peice put vpon each head. .

THEsE dogs are faid to be very ufeful, in picking
up filth and nuifances from the ftreets. . They are ge-
nerally mangy : in fome the difcafe pyp on fo foul

» and
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and morbid an appearance, as fully evinces the gyotl-
nefs of their appetite, and the impurity of their foad.,
It is certain, that the human bodies thrown inte, ty¢.
river, are not fecure from their voracity.

Tue pariah dog feems, from its external iigure, as
well as its habits, to have an affinity to the M&al It
is not improbable, that an illegitimate commerce may
be fometimes carried on between thefe dntb.r_gpg bran-
ches of the canine tribe. This circumftneeig e
pofed, by the Compte de Buffon, to mcgse mﬁxe \x;me-
ties of the feathered race, as often as \y palre(f‘mdm-
duals of different genera and fexes.neet in the fo-
reflts;  qui feait, tout ce qui fazt, dans les fonds des bois?>
fays that lively writer ; and it may be equally difficult
to afcertain what enterpizes thefe abominable ani-
mals are engaged in throughout the lanes and jungles
during the darknefs of night.

Tue large long-tailed Ape is another deftruive
animal, that hovers around the dwellings of the na-
tives of Bengal. This animal, in ‘this province, is
feldom feen far from the neighbourhood of man:
there his cravings often inftigate him to pilfer'the
food of the natives, who {ometimes rcpel him; but
oftener, from a kind of reverence they have for the
tribe, they fupply his wants.

In Bootan the natives pay a fort of worfhip to the

monkies ; when invaded by the Chinefe, they exprefi-
: Y : ed
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e greateft horror at feeing them eaten by that

- #Pmoéy at every village you hear numbers of
<M L mabling among the trees : a large ‘ape will
run ove the whole breadth of a banyan.tree, leaping
from bral°ch\to branch nearly as quickly as it would
upon the grodnd. Such feats of agility in the fe-

*males. =+ tify more remarkable ; as they often {pring
fr- 4 to branch, while a young one, perhaps,
of hiot he . Ja) fize, hangs by its claws from her
belly, with its b\ck turned downwards.

‘WueN kindly ufed, they feem grateful, and foon
become familiar; but they remain always watchful
and fufpicious : on receiving any injury, they are ir-
ritable and vindi&ive in a very high degree. One of
our officers, when purfuing game, fell in with a tribe
of them, and imprudently difcharged his mufket, and
wounded one. The ape, rendered incapable of
flight, inftantly determined to repel force, and in
grappling with the officer, threw him upon the
grotind, and tore his clothes and fkin: the officer, af-
ter this inglorious combat, was glad to retrcat to his
vwudgerrow, in a plight that drew from his com-
panions much more ridicule than pity.

]
" It is thus that the ape of Bengal retaliates their
violence upon the lords of the creation, when their .
dominion degenerates into caprice or tyranny : and it
muft fometimes be regretted, that the fpiritlefs Hin-
dooy,
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doo cannot imitate the ape in the magnanimitv -
refentment, and vindicate the rights of natur |

T gentlenefs and tender treatment of thr * -

galefe to all the animals, is an amiable = - 1l
charater ; for which he is, probably, ;. ebted
to the influence of his religious opinior " e can
be no doubt, but the regard fhown # w, the
ape, and many of the birds, proceeds f - ® - fhurce.
The belief, that his foul, by tranfuig» . ™ -e-
after animate one of thefe creaturesy €. 't i, pre-

fent it may be the refidence of the %pisii of a depart-
ed friend ; certainly creates a ftrong obli :tiomn o:. his
mind to treat them with tendernefs, and even wich
affeion.

HowzveRr this be, it is certain, that gentlenefs to
the brute creation is-confpicuoufly difplayed in every
part of his condué&. The inferior animals, who are
taught by experience, whether to fhun or affcciate
with man, feem perfetly acquainted with this difpo-
fition of the Hindoo. In that confidence with which
they approach him, they pay a compliment to hi+ bu-
manity, which weuld prove at once indifcreet and
dangerous if ‘paid to an European. Even the ciui-
dren feem lefs mifchievous and annoying-to the wild
animals, than in Europc. Did the fame number of
jackals enter a large town in England, and ftroll
there in the fame.manner that they traverfe each
night the ftreets of .Calcutta; a. thoufand ftratagems
and.dangers would affail them ; and, probably, few

would
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‘Id_make good their retreat to the wpods, in the
¥ g

v~ {pveg it is that the Crow, Kite, Mino, and Spar-
row, \%,Y.abouf the dwellings of the Orientals, with
a degie of familiarity unknown in Europe. The
-houles «f t'ie Englith are alfo haunted by thefe in-
truders ; who, frequently pilfer from the dithes of
meat, as théy are carried from the cook-room to the
“ha"” dbvious caufe of their impunity in thefe
en.. -, ‘: the inability of Europeans to purfue
them 1a fo hoj a climate. Perhaps indolence, pro-
duced from the.fame caufe, will in part account for
the forbearance of the natives: tendernefs, on fome
occafions, to noxious animals, rather merits the ap-
pellation of an indolent facility of nature, than a mo-
ral virtue.

In fome parts of Europe, the Stork is protected by
law, for his fervices in deftroying noifome reptiles :
here the largeft bird of that fpecies finds equal fecu-
rity in the gentlenefs of the natives. 'This creature,
by far the ftatelieft of his tribe, is ludicroufly termed
the adjutant, from his ereét pofture, and military
firut. He ftalks about at a few paces diftant from
the natives ; and if he ftretch his long neck and bill,
he nearly equals them in his tall and portly figure.
“Toads, ferpents, lizards and infeéts, are his food ; of
which he is remarkably voracious, being endowed
with a ftomach of very flrong digeftive powers. The
foldiers about the cantonment fometimes fport with
C Vou Il - Q " his
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his voracity, at the expence of his quiet: a1
piece of meat, faftened by a rope, and a ftake t( '
ground, is thrown out to him: this he foun f‘ Fn
lows ; but when he attempts to retreat thk the,’.qdh‘
meal, he is held by the rope, till he fubrgé# p’(hcr. -
captivity, or difgorge his food : to an anjyal £5 vers.
cious, this alternative is cruel. - DV/" i



B .kj.mcm.ruﬁx OF THEDISTRICT, AS AFFECTED BY
THE GANGIS.

LI I B B AN 1

Rajabmabl, 1797.

'TrE morc frequently you examine the operations of
the Ryut in Bcngzﬂ, the more fully will you be con-
vinced of their ineflicacy; either for the foil of this
country, or perhaps of any other. We have here
witnefled the efteéts of four ploughings upon a field
newly opened from the _/lvard In dn uncultivated
ftate, the foil of this provinice becomés remarkably
firm and tough ; it coniifts of a mixture of earth, fo
clofely interwoven with the roots of grafs, as to form
a kind of matting. A very ftrong teem of cattle
“would probably be put to a ftand by the ftrength
and cohefion of thefe numerous roots : the Benga-
»lee plough fearcely make: =xiy impreffion ag all per-
ceptible, on firft pafling over it ; and it would make
ftill lefs, were it not for a precaution generally taken

here in breaking up new foil. ,
On
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On occafions of this kind, the long coarfe
called jungle by the natives, is fet fire to, a
pletely burnt off, before the commence L{f
ploughmg This not only lays the furface {:rare,.
gives fome degree of friability to its ex r,;rwjut;g’{
admits of thofe flight impreflions which Cuo.ﬁf?!m
after the plough. Five or fix fhtrmgs” if’ fo £hey
can be called, are fcarcely fufficient to'produce the
appearance of a mould: the large clods 'pmu«,“irh .
proving invincible to the plough, are neh' ei; k¢
with an inftrument intended for the f‘&n& g\;ﬁﬁfé as:
our roller,

.Tuis exaétly refembles a ladder of about eighteen'
feet in length ; and is drawn by four bullocks, whiclr
are guided by two men, who ftand upon the inftru-
ment in order to increafe its weight *. This imple-
ment, like the plough, produces only a flight effeét ;
feveral applications of it are neceffary upon the fame
furface, before any thing like a mould can be pro-
duced. Thus days are confumed, and endlefs la-
bour loft, upon a fmall piece of ground, which the
fame hands could have completely fubdued with the
fpade in one half of the time. ’

In this diftri&, the long grafs, called jungle, is
more prevalent than I ever yet noticed. It rifes to
the height of feven or erght feet, and is topped with

kS * The ordinary fubRitute for the harrow, on tender foil, is
l%ﬁh of a tres.
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w¢ful white down, refembling a fwan’s feather.

t = mantle with which nature here covers all

tl  1cu.gjvated ground, and at once veils the indo-

leice of tfle,peoplc, and the nakednefs of their land.

1 o a fnt thewy appearance, as it undulates in the

© wind lik» 15{ waves of the fea. Nothing but great-

er vauiety to §ts colour, prevents it from being one of

the moft beayiful objeéts, in that rich ftore of pro-

Jufli Lwwitfl which nature fpontaneoufly fupplies
#he i Siorident natives.

THr Erops al)\here finely diverfified with the caftor
oil plant, Ricinus Palma Chrifti : this is an excellent
medicine ; but the quantity raifed far exceeds what

" is neceffary for medical purpofes ; it furnifhes an a-
romati¢ oil. There are fome other flowering thrubs
which I fhall afterwards more particularly fpecify.

* The Indian Corn, Doll, Kelai, and Muftard, make
ftill a part of the crop, as well as the more commoen
articles of rice, mulberry, and the indigo plant. In
variety of produce, the Hindoo probably equals, if
he does not furpafs the Englith farmer; and thisis
perhaps the only point on which you can juftly give

;hhim a preference.

THeRe is perhaps one fituation in' which the dif-
ference between an Europesn and Hindoftanee
plough, is not greatly perceptible; and that is where
a field is ploughed while it is covered by water. The
work produced is then concealed by its furface,; and

' : Jmore
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more nearly refembles, the operations of a pqgtyl
preparing and fetting his clay, than the cnjiﬁ{%

a ficld : many fields of rice, however, ar

v

tilled, but planted in this cendition. T })xehne\

performing it is the following : ,4“'
. ‘au fPi{e{ 9}

Tue farmer previoufly fows a 7Y thick cro
ground, after being manured, with a v tbe.b,c&v,,. o
of rice. After this crop has rifen to\pp wgirh <~
fix or eight inches, it is carefully taker e-‘.:l';"‘n she
roots at each ftalk. In this ftate it A ‘3@ upon
the ficld under water, where it is pfintcd, by drop-
ping one or two together in each pace, and.others
at equal diftances, till the whole fiel, or rather fheet
of water is completed. The means uied to fink it
to the bottom, fo as to fecure it a proper root, are at
once fimple and ingenious: a fmall ball of clay is
formed around the root of each ftalk, to carry it per-.
pendicularly to the bottom, and to fecure it nourith-
mcnt, till the roots, by fpreading, produce a more
liberal fupply. Such crops may be tedious in their
preparation ; but I am informed that they gencrally
compenfate the trouble by their abundance.

Miof
v

Rajamanr is flill diftinguithed am;ng the vil-_ .
lages of Bengal, by having formerly been the {qﬁu.
dence of the Rajahs of this rich province, and after-
wards of the Mahomiiigdan viceroys. The ruins ¢
this fpacious palace are ftill partly ftanding; and
from the apparent ftrength, and durability of the ma-
terials, might have continued entire for ages, had it

‘ not
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’pot been for the irrefiftible encroachments of the

\Gan-

N mhny occafions the Hindoos pay dearly for
«heir v.Meration of this river : whole villages are in
onc fealn, gerhaps in a ﬁngle night, undermined by
ifs l.ream, and buried in the water. This has at
laft been the jfate of the palace of Rajahmahl, after
jt hadftqod §br ages one of the greateft monuments
of my: ~°uﬁ(' ce of which this part of India can boaft.
"The wate;, wrik were from feven to fourteen feet in
thicknets, and ftheir foundation laid twenty below
the furface of the ground. The foil contains a mix-
ture of granite rock, which is feldom to be found in
the plains of Bengal. But the wifdom which dic-
tated thefe precautions, and the ftrength of the fa-
bric, have all been overpowcred by the force of a
ftream which has ever becn 1rrcﬁfhb'e, where it di-
reQs its hoftility.” - -

Tug palace of Rajahmahl is equal in extent to
Windlor, but is greatly inferior either in antiquity
or the ftate of its repair. Its empty halls, marble
parlour ard halt ducayed vaulrs, flill prefent images
of s Former magnificence ; which cannot be viewed
without a certain degree of vererion and refpeét
the defpotifin of the Laft is great even in its ruins.

g . )

On the oppofite bank to Rajrhmal are the re-
mains of the ancient city of Gowr, or Luchnuti, faid
to be fifieen miles in length by three in breadth.

“There
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There are hardly any buildings ftanding at pret et}
. immenfe mounds of rubbifh and brick du is 1l that)
nowremains of that city, probably one crth !a geft.
then ip the world. Corg fields and jungles are
making gradual encroachments even {pon v e laft
veftiges of the grandeur of Luchnuti, tl ¢ “.or.aer ca.
pital of Bengal.

Tue conqueft of Bengal by the M fahommedans
was completed in 1595. It has ever 1. nce, #ill our
times, remained ynder their dominion  The ontiqui-
ty of the palace of Ra]ahmahl is a parentiy mucth
more remote than the reign of Aurevgzcbe, to whom
it is alcribed ; but in India the decay of all buildings
is rapid. Two hundred years is comparatively 2
fhort period to that of many of the family feats in
Europe.

Tue Mogul governor, to whom the province ig
intrufted, held his court originally at this place.
Since the year 1718, it has been removed firft to
Decca, and afterwards to Morefhedabad, a large
town about an hundred miles above Calcutta. There
the prefent defcendant of the ancient N.hobs is kept
upon an annual penfion of fixteen lacks ot *nrces.
He ftill keeps a confiderable retinue of infantry and
cavalry, who accompany him with all the payad#of -
royalty as often as he makes excurfions into thg
country. .

THue
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‘HE important poft of Rajahmahl, and the go-
Yern m nt I f Bengal, were occupied for fome time by
the s+ 'of »he Great Mogul. They frequently mif-

appied *)gth the treafure and the force entrufted
to the'c cha. ve, and raifed difturbances in the em.
pue™.  Tolernors were next chofen, of lefs per-
fona' influease, and more dependent; who might
occafion lefsjalarms to the court of Delhi. Thefe
perfons werﬂqually remifs in tranfmitting the tribute
ot this’provifice to the Royal treafury: their abufes
were Zai rled t9 fo great a height, that the Emperor
unable 46 pay, the Mahrattas the fums he oied
them, authonfe&,them in 1740 to colle& it in Bengal
themfelves. For ten years three favage armies of
that warlike people ravaged this rich province, and
carried -off all its wealth.

From this fource the prefent wafte and unculti-
vated ftate of this fine province, muft certainly be
in a great meafure afcribed. The fhort period which
it has remained in our poffeffion, has been more tran.
quil than any it probably enjoyed for many centuries
before ; but this period has been too fhort to difpel
that gloom of defolation which had fo deeply over-
“caft thi; tertile kingdom.

Vou. IL R . E¥FECTS

* Vide Abbé Raynal, Tom. I. lib. 3.
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EFFECTS OF THE GANGES ON THE AGRICULTURE vl
BENGAL.

f
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Ganges, 1797.

Somz of the difafters of Bengal, are imputable to
the river ; for the Ganges, though unqueftionably a
fource of much wealth and fertility to a vaft extent
of country, is alfo at times the difpenfer of mifchief,
and the caufe of famine, the moft ferious calamlty of
Bengal. "This feafon, from a deficiency of rain in
the upper parts of the country, the waters have not
rifen to their ufual height; thofe loy-lyimg rice
fields, of whofe fertility they are the principa] caufe, |
from want of their ufual ftimulus, are certamly de.
ficient in crop, and ferious apprehenfions are begun
to be entertained of .the fupplies for another year.
Af gle bad feafon i3 not of itfelf fufficient to pro-
Al a real fcarcity of grain, fo abundant in general R
are the refources of this country ; but unfortunately
. the
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tﬁu wery report of a defetive crop fets to work all
the jobberg and [peculators in the country.

No nz.evement of this great river is uninterefting
to ti'g rqalefe peafantry : if when he fubfides he
caufcs 'liftics ; when he unufually overflows he is
<qually dei.mne'ltal and tremendous, Laft year, at
" the period in which I now write, whole diftritts
were buried junder water for feveral feet ; and you
rulgiit fail tor many days over corn fields, from
whlch the grann was either fwept away or deftroyed :
cottages, and’ whole villages were furrounded ; and
many of the mative huts were laid in ruins, along
with the owners, where they could not make their
efcape in boats. The deftructive ravages of the laft
feafon were however followed by no general fcarcity:
the abundance of one diftri® made up for the lofs in
another; and amidft7the general plenty individual
diftrefs is eafily overlooked, or foon forgotten.

Evex in its ordinary flate, the river is an’expen-
five inftrument of fertilization, and internal com-
merce. The ordinary channel neceflary to carry a-
long the ufual quantity of water difcharged by the
river, includes a wafte of many thoufands of acres,
‘which, during the dry feafon, are fo many dreary
fand-banks, miles in extent, which are drifted by the
.winds, to the annoyance of every living creature in
their vicinity. Nor is this all; theé foil of this pro-
vince is a dark, fandy loam, fourteen, and ig fome
places twenty feet deep ; which offers but %‘:m-

; nee -’
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fiftance to the conftant a&ion of fuch a fiream of

water. Wherever a bank of fuch mategjals is op-

pofed to the current, it is conftantly eatiilg i&g&zay;

large portions of the foil you hear as you pifs a img,

falling with a loud noife info the water ; mn&“;f ‘your

boat happens unfortunately to be czifed by the

ftream under one of thefe banks, you #é in danger

of being buried under its weight. It is true, indeed,’
that a portion of land, equal to that de(:lr:yed, is be-

ginning to appear on the oppofite thore; but this~:s

merely a bed of barren fand, which the prnrrre!‘s of
vegetation, for many years, is incapable to cover

with fufficient foil for the purpofes of hufbandry.

Tue changes produced on the province of Bengal
by the conftant aétion of fo immenfe a river, during
the lapfe of the many centuries which it is known to
have been inhabited, muit be far greater than can at
firft be imagined. There is unqueftionable evidence,
that the whole mafs of foil to a great depth, over
many hundred miles, is a congeries of clay, fand,
earth, and vegetable fubftances, wathed down from
the vaft ranges of mountains in the interior of Afia.
In this operation, however, it has been powerfully
affifted by the ftream of the Bharampooter;.a river
of equal magnitude, which rifes on the fame ridge of
mountains ; and though divided in part of its courfe
from the Ganges, to a diftance of not lefs than twe
thoufantd miles, it again approaches it, and for feve-
ral hgndred miles towards its termination, waters
the fame plains. That the provinces of Bengal have

been
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been gradually formed by materials depofited by
thefe great rivers, appears from the nature and ftrata
of the {oil, and the prefentftate of the lower part of
that, kingdom.

" THERE %ve ‘been found at the depth of twenty,
‘or thirty feet, the wreck of boats, their anchors, and
“other implements, which feem to have been funk in
fome remote! period, when the foil was lower, or,
when this vaft plain made a part of the fea. Shells
are frequently feen when you penctrate deep into the
ground, which appear to have been formerly depo-
fited by the fea. | Rotten wood, and vegetable mat-
ter, feems every where to conftitute a part of the
foil ; which to a great depth is of fo loofe a texture,
as feems to evince its origin to have been mud depo-
fited by water. .

THAT extenfive and dreary tra&, called the Sun-
der Bunds, confifting alternately of jungle and ftag-
natéd water, which lies between the Hoogly and
Chittagong, an extent of near three hun¥red miles,
feems fo lately formed as fcarcely to be habitable,
from its low- pofition. It already furnifhes fire-wood
Tor Calcutta, and fmall timber for domeftic ufes: the
time feems to approach when it will be cleared, and
brought into cultivation ; a time when the tigers
and boars, its only inhabitants at pefent, fhall give
place to man, and yicld up to 'his dominion a new
territory, equal in extent and fertility to either of

Q.. the
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the three kingdoms that compofe the Empire of
Britain in Europe.

. A

SomE fmall attempts haye, I am infori\(gd, been
already made to cultivate this inhofpitab% walte, and
with no unfavourable profpe@. But 13hd almoft in
every part of India is fo imperfectly occupied, that
new acquifitions are of but little value,-even though
near the capital of our poffeffions, and Rill nearer to
the fea. By fome it is deemed a matter of polify
to have a defart of that extent lying between us and
the only point of attack from an European enemy.
But to lay wafte the furrounding territories, has
never yet proved either a fecure or a lafting defence
to any nation: maintain a force adequate to your
protetion, and your enemies will refpe& your
power ; whereas the dread or difficulty of marching
through a defart will readily at one period or ano-
ther be overcome, if beyond that they are affured of
viGtory. Should our naval power hereafter become -
decidedly inferior to that of any other European'na-
tion, the defarts of Chittagong will foon be found
pervious to that nation, and will affuredly fail to fe-
cure to us the empire of India.

cuLTIVATION



CULTIVATION OF THE OIL PLANTS.

Chandernagore, 1797.

No inconfiderable part of the crop in Bengal is ap-
plied to the produétion of oil: this article is not
only in more general ufe than.in Europe, but is alfo
confumed in much greater quantity. The ‘natives
very commonly ufe it as an ingredient in their food :
they burn it in their lamps; and :they apply it as
ointment for the fkin. In the laft mode of applica-
tion, it lubricates and foftens the tegument, when
‘pasched by the fun, and feems to bé a powerful pro-
teCtion againft his rays. It was this manner of ufing
it, to which the Jews were accuftomad, and found fo
aefrefhing : if wine made their hearts glad, it was
oil that made their faces to fhine. In illuftrating the
delightful and happy effe&s of mutual lové, one of
the facred poets compares it to ointment podred on

» o 66 the
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¢ the beard,” copioufly and overflowing the whole
body, to the ¢ fkirts of the garments.”’

For the fupply of this favourite producé, feveral
plants are here cultivated ; Muftard; Flax, the Ri-
cinus Palma Chrifti, or Caftor Oil plant, the Cocoa
Nut tree, and many others.

Tus muftard is the fame with that which grows
in Europe, but weaker in quality ; a circumftance
which renders it fo infipid to Europeans, that con-
fiderable quantities are brought from Europe for the
ule of the table. After the ground has been fuf-
ficiently reduced for this {mall feed, lt is fown broad-
caft, and gently covered in with a harrow, or by
fcratching the mould with the branch of a tree.  Af-
ter this preparation the crop fown makes its appear-
ance feemingly in great abundance, and one of the
moft beautiful to the eye which the country af-
fords. -

Ture moft luxuriant crops I have obferved of this
plant, were upon the banks of the river. When
the ftream fubfides, in the month of O¢tober, large
banks of dry and fterile fand are left in fome pazis;
which the cultivator not only cannot turn to any
account, but which prove by blowmg or dnftmg, an
annaygpee, to the ddjacent fields: in other places,
2E e ubfiding, leaves the farmer a mare va-
able "Weeft, in thofe large ftrata of {oft mud,
which protably conflitute the richeft of all foils, It

. B
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s upon thefe that he foews his muftard ; -and there too
’he commonly reaps the richeft crops, without amy eul-
tivation at all; for all that Is neceffary is to cower in
the feed, by drawing a «branch over it, = already
mentioned.

" Another expedient for the produétion of oil, is
growing ‘the, Sefamum orientale ; a plant fomewhat
refembling hemp ; but of a clean and femitranfparent
ftalk, with a beautiful 8ower. Bo gaudy is the ap-
pearance of this crep, when in blofflom, that you
would at firft imagine it had been cultivated for fhow,
rathep than ufe : and the fine aromatic flavour it dif.
fufes, tends, on a nearer approach, rather to confirm,
than remove your miftake. According to the account
given by the natives, the ail praduced by this vegeta-
ble, is that principally ufed in food. Its aromatic
quality probably aflifts in preferving its fweetnefs, and
muft certainly add much 1o its relith

THe mode of exprefling oil from the feeds of the
two foregoing plants, is by putting them into a large
mortar, the peftle of which is tun#d by a bullock

‘ {fmﬂnually driven round the floor of the barn. The
operation is nearly fimilar to that of bruifing the fu-
gar-cane.

* One particular with regard | to thelcrops upon the
mud banks, ftruck me as deferving dotice from its fo
nearly refembling whatis faid of the cdltivation of fome

parts of Egypt,. ’bordermg on the Nite. Thﬁops,
Vou. IL. ' in
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in both inftances, may be faid to be fpontaneous
the flatnefs of the furface, too, is another point ot
ftrong refemblance. Water introduced at one corner
of thefe banks of mud, may, by means of fmall fur-
rows, be coffduéted to every part of the field. For
making fuch a flender aquedu&, hardly any inftru-
ment is requifite ; the native, with his fingers or his
toes, can conduét the ftream. Such expreflions in
Scripture, as, ¢ | will water thee with my foot ;"
which, to an European, appear perfe&ly incompre-
henfible, acquire, here, an obvxous ﬁgmﬁcance, and
admit of an eafy explanauon

The Cocoa-nut Tree, one of the moft pi&uréfque,
as well as the moft ufeful, in the 'tropical regions,
muft not be omitted, in giving an account of methods
practifed in Bengal for procuring oil. In the foreft
the cocoa nut. tree claims patrician rank : it is tall,
perfedtly ftraight, and yifes perpendicylarly the whole
oi its length, without a branch. On the top, it is
crowned with 2 number of large branch.-like leaves,
which fpread around in all dlre&xons, and are attach..
ed to the fides of brapches fo flender, as to refemblq\
the ﬁa]k ofa leguminous plant, rather than parts oﬂf
tree. At the roots of thefe branches hang the large
nuts fo well known in Europe, that they need
no defcription. The milk with which they are filled
is palatable, and to the natives wholefome. The edia.
ble part'gf the fruitis clofely attached to the infide of
the fhell, and to ftomachs only habituated to ve-
geﬂﬂe*dnet itis very grateful, as well as nutritive:

both
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i:oth the fruit and | ]mce, when eaken mqaanmy, have
been found hurtfil to Eurppeans: the latter, when
allowed to remain’ in the'nut il fermentation takes
place, is into&tcatmg foie of the kitig's troops lit&a-
ly arrived, have, it is faid, been much m]ured by v%n-
turing upon too liberal draughts of its

_ Tis nrmgy covering of thié nut, bears a m'ong re-
femblance to oakum, and is; I am informed, fomes .

times ufed for the fame purpofes. It affords alfo a
miaterial for coarfe mattings, and cables of good qua-
lity. The fhell of the nut contains a very confidera-
ble qantity of a pure aromatic oil. 'The method of
extralting it is by means of the common oil mill: a
machine which illuftrates the fimplicity and rude
ftruGture of all the Hindoo implements of hufban.
dry*. The Koalhoo, 4n oflman, is reckoned an im-
pure perfon; and his fhop a nuifance like a dram-
fhop in Europe, by the Inftitutes of Menu. The fugar-
mill, is little different in its conftrition : it confifts

merely of a large log of wobd' ﬁaﬂ in the ground,
"and hollowed out at the upper end, th receive a large -

mortar, which is turned by a coupleof bullocks.

. Amonc the oxl plants, the Mahmbgor Mawa, holds
a diftinguithed place ; its Sanfcreet name is Madhuca,
and belongs to the clafs of Polyandﬁa thonogynia of
Linnzus,

# See the Reprefentation, Se&. 1. No,. 38.



Iq,_o INDIAN RECREATIONS,

Linnzus, but of a genus not defcribed by himft..
¢ The flowers of this tree (fays Mr Hamilton) are
of a nature very different from thofe of any cther
plant with which. I am acqulainted, a¢ they have not
in any refpeét the ufual appearance of leaves ;. and I
like many others, had long conceived them to be the
fruit of the Mahwah.” When prepared by drying
in the fun, they refemble dried grapes, both.in tafte
and flavour.

THE fruit, ftri€tly fo called, ripens in May, and
drops in June; when the pericarpium commonly
burfts ; and when it does not, the fteds are very zafi.
ly fqueezed out of it. It is’ replete with a thick oil,
refembling ghee ; and being cheaper, the natives of-
ten mix it with that article. They.ufe it for.the fame
purpofes as butter, or ghee, in their common tood,.
and fuel for lamps. [ is alfo regarded as a falutary
med#fine, and applied externally to wounds, and all
cutaneous eruptions; From net being properly. claris
fied in its firft preparation, it is apt to acquire a difa-
greeable tafle, and raneid fmell ; but even in this un-
found ftate, as well as in its original form, it is ex~
ported to Patna, and other diftricts of the lowe.

country.,
‘"Tris
1 For a full defcription of the Mawca, the reader may con-

fult the Afistic Refearches, Viol. I. page 200. in a paper by
Licut. Hamilton.
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Tuis tree in the fpring feafon, is replete with 2
gum, which may probably be found to ferve many
ufeful purpofes ; and the wood muft be very fervice«
able in building, if it be trae that it is not lable to'be
eaten by the white ants. It will grow in the moft bar.
ren grounds, even among ftones and gravel, wherg

-thege is hardly any appearance of foil. It does net,

however, refufe a richer foil ;. for Mr Keer has obfer-
ved fome at Buxar, where the foil is better, that were
much taller, and more thriving,. tha.n in the poorer
foils of Ramgur.

WaarT is peculiar in the Mahwah tree, it does not
require much meifture ; but feems to produce nearly
as well in the drieft as in the moft favourable
years ; and in every fituation: it is, therefore, admi-
rably fitted for the convenience of the imthabitants of

 thefe hilly diftriéts, which are peculiarly- fubjeét to

long and fevere droughts.during the-hot months.

TuE oil-plants, amd particularly. the Palmachrifti;
occupy a great proportion-of the land and labour of
the farmer ; whieh, by the more ganeral culture of
the Mah'wah might, in all probability, be fpared" for
other purpofes. The far greater pait of the hilly.di-
ftrits, feem hardly fit to yield any other ufeful pro-
du&xon yet, notwithftanding its utifity, andfthe vaft
‘Quantity of ground only fit for its production, Mr
Hamilton oblerves, that you very feldom fee this tree
in an early ftate, Every where full-grown trees are feen

near
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near the villages: a proof, that mahy more have be¢n
cultivated in former times.

A coop Mahiah-tree will yield 305 weight of
dried flowers, of the value of two rupees: of the
feeds it will yield about 150lb. producing s5olb. of
oil, worth, in the cheaper years, about two rupees.
Allowing one-half of this to be the average produce
of atree, and with careful cultivation it might be
more in the {pace of ten or fifteen years, an immenfe
additional fubfiftence, might be raifed for the inhabit-
ants, and a confiderable revenue to the Zemindars,
and to government, upon lands little better than a
defart, yielding at prefent nothing either to the farmer
or the ftate.

Trzsk ideas are the more plaufible, when we cori:
fider the great difficulty of raifing many of the oil
crops, particularly the palmachrifti, which grows to
the thicknefs of a man’s arm, and muft be cut down
with an ax, inftead of a fickle. When this foreft-like
crop is removed, a new procefs, that of grubbing up
the roots with the hoe, is neceffary before the ground
can be fubmitted to cultivation. This operation re-
fembles the grubbing of whins, and mult be equally.
difficult and expenfive.

THE



THE CULTURE OF THE INDIGO PLANT,
INDIGOFERA TINCTORIA. '

s @00 o000 e0ace

Kiffengunge,  1797.

My ftay at this place, and my progrefs towards it,
suring a journey of three hundred miles,. have af-
forded fome opportusities of examining the culture,
of the indigo plant, and the procefs of its maniufac--
ture. The name of this drug feems to imply that
it was known anciently in Hindoftan, and Tavernier
mentions it in his time as common ; in fa& the Ro-
mans were fupplied with it from thig quarter ; but
after the difcovery of America, Europgans began to
cultivate indigo there, and engroﬂ'ed the whole mar-
.et of Europe. No competition can probably long
exift between them and the .na.ti‘ves,z'; their e¢nter.
prife, fkill, and induftry, foon psocure them a de-
cided advantage. The Indians, however, fave nfucl®
in capital. They carry on the manufa&ture wifllout
' * the

‘>—
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the expence of any one héufe whutever. The plant '
is ftecped in large jars jo the open air. .

Tur late rapid gxtenfioh of the jndigo trade s to
be afcribed to that fpirit of enterprife which diftin-
guithes every clafs of Europeans, who venture to,
purchafe independence at the expence of adjftaat
voyage, and the rifk of a hoftile climate. It was at
firft undertaken from the general motives of adding

. to the induftry of the country, and of improving
their private fortunes. Any proje&t, even of mode-
rate plaufibility, had, in fuch hands, a certainty of
being commenced at leaft with fpirit and activity.

AccorpiNeLy, for feveral years, during the late:
peace, the manufaéture of indigo was begun with ar-
dour, and attended with confiderable fuccefs. But
it derived. its complete eftablifhment and ftability in
India from-a fource which, at that period, was alto-
gether unforefeen ; the devaftations in the Weft In-
dies, and the Spanith war. At the beginning of this
undertaking, and during the inexperience of Euro-
ropeans, added to the unfkilfulnefs of the matives,
this article had to enter the European market in
competition with the French and Spanith indigo in
the height of an abundance, that arofe from exten-
five capitals, and matured experience. ~ In. fuch un-
premifing eircumftances, the lntrodu&lon of anw
manufaéture intosndix could not have been fuc-
_cefsful, had the exccution of it fallen to lefs able

@; bm{ds
At



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 145

Ar length that fpirit of Republican anarchy,
which in Europe had been fo fatal to life and pro-
perty-in every diftri& which it pervaded, reached the
Weft Indies. It has there been attended not only
with the ufual conﬂagranons, murders, and rapine ;
but by putting an end to all induftry, it feemed to
?olyt-hi foil of its produce. The large and popu-
lous ifland~oKSt. Domingo, that formerly yielded a
produce nearly as great as that of all the reft of the
Weft Indies, has been almoft wholly deftroyed by
the too ardent heat of this new fanaticifm.,

Tre exportation of indigo, as well as of every
other produce from this ifland, muft, for many
years, prove inconfiderable. In the mean time, the
culture and manufa&ure of this plant has attained to
fuch a degree of perfetion, that no future efforts of

» the French cultivators will ever place them on the
fame advantageous footing.

A greater quantity of indigo has, for fome years
paft, been produced within the Company’s tetri-
tories than the fupply of the Europgan market éver
yet did, or perhaps ever will demand. The price of
the article has accordingly fallen;: and while the’
fame fuperabundance continues, it fuft fall. The
ardour of fpeculation has outdone its#end : and much-
‘capital muft be unprofitably funk till the fupply be-
comes proportioned to the demand ; and thig branch
of induftry, at prefent overftrained, rtei'mm:%?ﬁ4
ture on the general level with every other. °| '

Vor. 1L T A
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A great number of indigo works have ftopped, orl
the failure of their owners: the confequence of this
has already been a diminution of the quantity brought
to market ; and an increafe of the price. Such as
have ftood out this difficult period, may perhaps fuc-

ceed better than if no embarrafiment had been ever
fe]to

INp1GO, from the very nature of the commodity,
mult always be limited in its demand ; fince the in-
creafe of manufaGures in Europe can only augment
it to a certain extent: when, therefore, the quantity
exported from Bengal, finall in its commencement,
increafed rapidly to the amount of two, three, or
four millions of pounds annually, as it is faid to have
done for fome years paft, the price muft inevitably
fall.

.THE ftagnation of the fales in Europe ; the failure
oﬁ; remittances from that quarter ; and the confe-
quent alarms and embarrafiments of the indigo tra-
ders here; are the natural refult of the excefs in
the quantity brought to fale : inftead of occafioning
furprife among the parties concerned, they fheuld
have expefted it; and inftead of foreboding the
overthrow of this manufature, it affords a very.ftrong
proof of its profperity. .

y ONE circumitance which renders this country pe-
a1 ritted for the culture of indigo, is the im-
“enfe}.acts of land that arc at prefent wafte, or un-

der
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der a very imperfeét cultivation. The weed manu-
fatured at one complete  work, requires feveral
thoufand acres to raife it : and in this refpect India
offers a field for the ciltivation of it far more ex-
tenfive than the iflands of the Weftern Archipelago.

\ N‘Sgﬁgeneral method adopted by the indigo
manufafturds for procuring the weed, is agreeing
with the natives for what quantity of the plant they
can produce, and bring to the work, at a fixed price.
One half of the money muft be paid them in ad-
vance, to enable them to fubfift during the culture of
the feld, and the growth of the plant, till fit for
ufe. No undemaking, however {fmall, can be begun
by the Ryut. He has no ftock, and cannot proceed
a fingle ftep without immediate affiftance. The pro-
duce of an acre of ground tolerably productive, does

' not yield, upon an average, more than from fix to
ten pounds of indigo, which, at the late prices, leayes
a very inconfiderable fum for the rent, labour, ahd
feed ; after defraying the intereft of capital, and the
wages of labour neceffary for its manufacture..

It is probable that the plant, like every ather in
JIndia, is lefs produ@ive than that raifed in the other
countries. This circumftance I have already had
frequent occafion to notice ; and if.it does not take
*place in this inftance, it will prove a departyre from
the general analogy that nature has eﬂab@icl be-
tween the Afiatic and European plants,

In
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In this country the price of labour is various;
from one rupee per month, to four. I have been in-
formed that the late rage for the cultivation of this
plant, has in fome provinces contribyted confiderably
to raife it. The ftop put to the fales in Europe,
will foon diminifh the quantity produced, and pro-
bably reduce the wages of the labourer to=shei: -
former ftandard; a circumftance inﬁ'mat'ely con.
nefed with the profperity of the country.

WaueN the wages of the labourer are higher than
his neceflfary fupport requires, he is found willing to
work only a part of his time; and the quantity of
productive labour is proportionably lefs over the
whole country. The circumitances of the poer are
not bencfited by the alteration: they are oftener
idle than before ; and when idle they are not always
innocently employed. The great advantage India
p¢flefles over almoft every country, lies in the cheap-
néfs of labour, which enables it to afford its manu-
faGtured produce at a rate fo low, in all foreign
markets, as has hitherto defied competition.

As matters have hitherto ftood, the labour of the
Hindoo is reckoned only a fixth part of that of the
African negro: and fome important confequences
are likely ta refult from this circumftance, as fobn as
a fair campetition fhall take place between other ar-'
ticles of Droduce of the Eaft and Weft Indies. The
wi.g'é%i labourers at this branch have-been at two,
nree, taiid four rupees per month : fmall as this may

appear,
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appear, itis a large fum, when compared to what is
given to many of the hands employed in the manu.
falure of cotton: many of thefe, it is faid, labour
for a fum which hardly equals three farthings of our
money.

'}h&mn the indigo plant has been raifed and car
ried to themaark, it is put into a large vat, filled with
water ; where it Ts Silowed to remain a fufficient time
to extrat the colouring matter, by undergoing a fer-
mentation. The heat of the weather muft determine
the number of hours neceflary for this purpofe ; as it
does with us in the f#eeping of flax and hemp.

It is obferved, that the longer the plant continues
in a ftate of fermentation, the greater is the quantity
of indigo produced : but it is heavy, and coarfe in

.quality. Of late the finer indigos only have been
found marketable ; and this has obliged the many-
falurer to improve the finenefs of the commodity, b);
fhortening the period of fermentation.

THE precife time of letting off the water to pro-
duce the greateft quantity, and fineft of the material,
requires a minutenefs of obfervation which experience
alone can teach. Water thus impregnated with the
colouring matter, and drawn off from the vatt into
#nother large veflel, is then beat by the natiyes, or
rather churned, till it affumes a muddy and gurdled
appearance. In this part of the procefs, ano%"é
fort of difcernment is neceflary, to difcover w thfe\

colouring
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colouring matter is fufficiently difengaged from the
water to allow it to fubfide wholly to the bottom of
the veffel.

ArTER the water has remained long enough to per-
mit the depofition of the indigo, it is then drawn off
and the commodity is dried, and packed up fwthe
market. That we are not yet perfe®fy acquamted
with the niceties of this procefs, appears pretty evi-
dent, from the different refults in circumftances appa-
rently the fame. Let part of the fame plant, that
was manufactured yefterday, be, to-day, infufed in
the fame water, and heated as nearly as poflibde in 2
fimilar manner, the quantity and quality of the pro-
duce fhall probably turn out very different.

Tue ftate of the weather has invariably an effet
upon this manufacture: during a dry feafon, the
plant is always richer, and the produce more abund-
aint. That which has grown on fome foils, is much
more valuable than the produce of others. The hil-
tory of the indigo plant correfponds in thefe particu-
lars pretty exactly with that of many other vegetables;
but in its uncertainty as a productive crop, it far fur-
paffes them all. A planter, whofe crops to-day are
rich and abundant ; whofe expectations of a profit-
able return, feem perfectly fecure and reafohable;
may awaken to-morrow, to behold all his hopes com-
pletely),.lafted a ftorm of wind, accompamed with

}1’ -i{ large hailftones, as completely ruins his crop,
as if & had been devoured by the locuft. From this
latter
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latter calamity the indigo planter is not excmpted n
any part of Bengal. At the period I am writing, the
newfpapers announce the deftruction of large fields
of indige all over the diftricts of Patna and Benares.
The flutuation of the European markets had, for
ome ycars paft, added greatly to thxs uncertainty of

- condition of a planter : the ftate of his finances
fomewhatefgmbles that of a gamefter ; and it has,
of late, been dZemm equally precarious to lend him
money.

ArTeEr all thefe difadvantages attending this
branch of bufinefs in India, it feems too ﬁrmly eftab-
lihed ever to be overthrown: the moft difcerning

.mcrchants are, on the contrary, looking forward,
with fome certainty, to a period when, from its quali-
ty and cheapnefs, the Bengal indigo will preclude all
gompetition in the market of Europe.

Tuose who contend that the prejudices of the)
Hindoos, and their attachment to cuftom, will for
ever prevent all improvements in their agriculture;
or preclude the introdution of any new branch into
their manufactures, carefully conceal the hiftory of -
the indigo plant; and the culture of the potatoe.
Opinions merely theoretical are ever beft fupported
by ambiguous facts of ancient date; .or fubtilty of
argument : the rapid introduétion, "and the profperi-
ty of the indigo manufa&ture, prefents fats too-rfcent,
and too notorioudly infurmountable, to rende fis
npinion tenable by any perfon who candidly w?&hs N

them,
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them. Ifin one or two particulars we have unde.
niably benefited the natives, it requires no great
firetch of apprehenfion to conceive, that, by repeated
attempts, ftill other methods may be devifed of add«
ing to their comforts, and increafing our own,

CUCUM-



CUCUMEERS AS A CROP—WANT OF AKTIFICIAL GRASSES.

LR I I Y

Mabhungunge, 1797,

Twis pailage of country difplays a greater abundance
and varicety of efculent plants, than I have elfewhere
.obferved, The different fpecies of the cucumber
are much more numerous than in Europe. Here
whole fields are pianted with them; and from tht
rapidity of their growth, and their facility in propa-
gating themfelves by creeping along, and puthing
down new roots, the field foon becomes completely
matted. No other crop can fucceedl this vegetable
till its haum is ftnpped away, and the foil laid bare.
Were the flender plough put into it, before this ope-
ration, it would be choaked by the immenfe qgantity
of rubbith upon the furface.

THis crop, which the Bengatete cau ry
not very grateful to the eye, efpec:ally W
Vou. 1L U )
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leaves begin to decay, as they do at prefent; but if
not beautiful it is extremely ufeful ; for you daily fec
the natives ufing it as a curry ﬁuﬂ It would in-
deed perhaps be eaficr to enumerate the efculent
plants they reje@, than thofe they admit into that
ftanding dith both of the Hindoos and Moors. Itis
a milccllaneous compofition of leaves, cucumber"
onions, potatoes, and in thort, of almoft every plant
within their reach. o

"Ta1s they devour with much avidity, and in great
quantities : their partiality for it feems to refemble
that craving which owr countrymen difccer for
hotch potch ; another multifarious mixture of every
vegetable in the garden. A fpecics of cucumber, -
met with in gardens here, is from eight to ten
inches long ; a very fhewy vegetable, but remarkably
foft, and naufeous as a difh at table.

Tae water melon, which I have clfewhere men-
tioned, is here of incredible fizc ; its ftalk leaves and
blofloms forin a delightfully variegated matting,
with which moft of the native cots in this village axg
entircly covered. A village decorated in this man-
"ner, gives an European an idea of plenty, and of
Juxuriznce of vegetation, which pleafes the imagina-
tion ; becaules it relieves it from thofe impreffions of
poverty, which the nokednefs of the people, and
the m=annefs of their houfes, are apt to create.
gh itation of a Hindoo, mantled with this plant,
and, ?aded with its eaormous fruit, poflefles an air
’ : ’ of
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of plenty, and of rural fimplicity; of whicl no Eu-
ropean cottage can boaft ; for “the ,largqu froif with
youdsould appear: beggu'rly if compared’ wwith *ehis
melon, * This fruit the natives tarn to better. abcotint
than decoration ; it affords them a comfortable re-
refhntent ; upon Eurdpean tables it is chiefly pnzed
N _an. article of thew; s part’ of food it has never
been in high e&matzon
Amipst fuch an abundant fupply of vegetable
food for themfelves, the natives merit ho commenda-
tion, in providing for their catle. ‘The common
pafturg is very miferable in quality, and oftén defec-
tive in point of qgantity ; yet grafs or ftraw is almoft
the only food of working cattle. I have here met
with another frugiferous plant which rcfembles hemp,
when about halt its height. The grain produced by
»this vegetable, is called by the natives Kelai, and i3
given to the horfes after having been boiled.  This
aflords by no means a genetal fopply ; for I do nat
remember to have once feen it in Caicutta, where
the horfes are kept with the greatélt care of any
part of India.

. A Turopean here gontinually regréts the want of
artificial food for cattle; and particufarly that of the
graffes ; without ‘which agticulture ‘§an iri'io cout-
18y be faid to have attained half its pe?feéhon

Tre grafs totally difappears in fof!{e places Juii m«r
the hot winds ; at thit {eafon horfes- ‘are fed by. cut-
ting

e
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.ting the roots of grafs ‘below ground, which are
wafhed, and.afford ewcellent food. Artificia] grafles
would, perhaps, not outlive the hot winds, that‘gatal
fccurge of Indian p&&nre

. THE prefent time is, perhaps, the moft favourable
t’xe Englith ever enjoyed for attempting the introducy -
tion of that improvement. From poffefling the Cipe
of Good Hope, a fupply of frefh deeds inight be procu-
red, with far greater certainty than immediately from
England. The garden feeds from Europe, after a
voyage of five or fix months, are often fo much da.
maged, as to prove altogether unfit for fowing : and
grafs feeds, from theéir peculiar fmallnefs in ﬁze, muft
prove ftill more liable to this accident. Experiments,
it is faid, have been made of fome of the artificial
grafies of Europe in this province ; but fo feebly and
ill condufted, as to decide mothing, either for or,
againft their introduétion.

"Tuerg is hardly a doubt, that Eucern, Vetches,
Clover, and Ryegrafs, would prove abundant crops
in the lower parts of Bengal ; after difcovering the
proper foil and feafon for fowing them. Probably,
the rapidity of their growth during the rains, would
render them lefs ‘nutritive than in their native foils;
‘but even in that cafe, . they would prove far fuperior
to the prefent food; either of horfes, or horned cattla
The tfuth is; Bengal is not more than half inlabit-
- ed, exther by man, or the ufeful animals. Whenever
it amves at its full complement of inhabitants, the
prefent
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prefent fupplies will be found inadequate, and the in-
troduction of graflcs will then be fet-aboyt as 3 work
of neccﬁity So .long as three or foup rupees: pet
month wgiven to a grafs-cutter, for.each. bor{c, will
enable him to pilfer fufficient food for him in the
. Deighbouring ditches, a farther fupply is. not . per-
. *\haps very meceflary: but what eftimate are we to -
form of the number of horfes in a counfry, where
their fole .foodis thg roots of grafs picked from the.
tanks and ditches: what judgment are we to pyo-
nounce on the population of a province, where, in
ordinary feafons, no art or fan&tion is neceflary for
providing the fultenance, either of man ot beait ?

It is unfortunate for this country, that almoft eve-
ry propofal for adding to the induilry and comfort
of the natives, meets with oppofitioh and ridicule

. irom a great proportion of the Europeans by whom
its public affairs are guided. The exertions of the ac-
tive and benevolent are, every where as weéll as here,
a reproach to the indolent : but, unhappily, this is
almoft univerfally the vice of Europgans in India. In

" one or two inftances only, do they fhow _their ufual
ativity, in accumulating money ; mgdlﬁipatmg it, by
extravagance. So far do they aﬁ'nm the character

"of the natives, that, whatever doe§ not promife im-
mediate gain or immediate plaafur; appears but of

» little importance.- ’

It mutt, at the fame time, be acknawledged, that
fome of the propoﬁmm of our countrymén, in fa- -
¢ vour
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-wour of ‘the names, ‘have provoked ridicule by their
abfurdxty It is, rtlgmlt)fa perfon, who came out
'with a very hsgh -appointment in the fervice ;. that.
on firlt feeing the natxve.femaies going down half
naked to bathe ih the Tiver, he expreﬁ'ed his hopes
of beholdmg them, before his departure, drefled in
gowns, ftays, fhoes; and ﬁockings Had this gentle/
man’s ideas been carried jnto effed, his benevolent
miftake muft have proved a ferious c:ﬂ':mlty A na-
tive of either fex, in full Luropean drefs, feels all the
refltraint and awkwardnefs of a monkey; and, in-
ftead of being more comfortable, he is in danger of a
* fever, from bearing fuck a load. Yet flill the drefs
of the natives might be improved: in the months ot
O€¢tober and November, it is by far too light and par-
tial. Perfpiration fuddenly checked, as 3t this feafon it
often muft be; affe@s their bowels with violent com-
plaints, which carry them off in a greater proportion
than Europeans. The moft experienced phylicians
have at-that period recommended additional cloath-
ing. But fo contradictory is this to the whole habits
of the Hindoo, that it has hardly in any inftance been
comphed with.

From the arcumﬁam:c above hinted at, much un#

merited ridicule has been thrown upon feveral gentle-
men now in. ladia, ‘defervedly high in' reputation.
The ddE'mmation of the filk manufaure into differs
“ent Fov&nces ; the infrodugtion of the bread-fruit
tree and that of the cochineal infec, afford no con.
tcmpuble proofs-cither of - the judgment with which

their
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their improvements were planned, or the perfeverance
with which they have been-carrried into execution.’
R R .o . N .

Hap thefe gentlemen even failed in their attempts,
they have the merit ftill remaining, of tran{mitting to
Furope more extenfive and accurate information re-

yarding the condition of the natives of this vaft pen-
infula, than agy other perfons of the prefent times.

THE



THE CULTIVATION OF THE MULBERRY,

PP OV OO b0

Fungipore, O 1798,

In proceeding ;witﬁ 2 detachment of the army by the
Hoogley and the Ganges, I had further opportunity
of enquiring after the different forts of crop, and-
produce of agriculture. «The month of October is
in Bengal one feafon for fowing and planting feveral
kinds of crops, particularly the European grains :
during this month the mulberry is planted with moft
advantage. After the field has, by frequent plough.
ings, been reduced to a proper tilth, furrows gre
drawn at the diftance of eighteen inches, or two
feet; their depth from four to fix inches. In thefe,
fmall cuttings of the mulberry are planted, to the
number.gf eight or'ten in one pit.  The longitudinal
dx&anoe between £wo pits, is two feet, or nearly equal
"to thgfateral diftance of the. fuerows in which they

,are made. The earth after being well prefled down
with
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with the hand around the cutting; is then loofely
fcattered over their tops, and the work is concluded.
This ~operatlon requires a number of hands ; fome
ploughmg ; while others are employed cutting the
fmall mulberry .wigs into preper fize ; others carry
them upon the ficld, and place the proper number at
“he fide of each pit; while the operation of planting
is begun at one fide of the field.

Ir the operations of the Hmdoos in the field ever
afflume the appearance of ativity or induftry, it is at
this period, and at fuch procefles as this. The wea-
ther,sto their feelings, begins to be cold ; and fome
adtivity is neceffary to repel its attacks. The plough
too feems to perform fomething refembling hufband-
like labour : this, however, is owing to no fuperior
ftrength of the implements or exertion of the cattle ;
* but is folely to be afcribed to the greater foftuefs and
triability of the mould, after frequent ftirrings.

"Norrine can exceed the beauty of the mulber-
1y, when it firft makes its appearance, in finall
clumps or ftools, above the paralle! rows of pits in
which it has been planted. The Joil being then
clean of weeds, the mulberry leav*bs give a rich, .
green, and bufhy appearance very gr?teful to the eye,
on furveying a plantation of this kiad. This plant
"is never allowed, in Bengal, so 'reaéh the fize of a
fruit-bearing tree, when intended fof the filk-worm.
It rifes in a fhrub like form, fomewhat largey than a
rafpberry buth s it is then that the natives pick the

Vo, 1L X leaveg,
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leaves, and carry them to the houfes in which the
worms are fed for {pinning. The care of the filk-
worm, the colle&ion of its food, and winning the
filk, are operanons requifing no effort of firength,
or bodily exertion, and on that account peculiarly
fuited to the genius of the indolent Bengalefe.
p

Ir at this feafon of the year, he bg put to labour
too inceffant and fatiguing to admit of his fmoaking
his tobacco, he languifhes, and fhould a fever fuper-
vene, probably expires. On the banks you will fee
fometimes two or three of them on the funeral pile
at the fame inftant, and at no great diftancg from
each other. The life of a native ischere a fhort and
chequered fcene. He has frequently at the end of
his career more caufe, than the venerable patriarch
Jacob, to complain that his days ¢ have becn few
and evil.”

. TuE growing of filk has been deemed a Chincfe
invention ; but as there are large quantities of wild
filk gathered in India, probably it has, like mﬁigo,
been fupplanted in the Luropean market by Italian
and Trench filk. The export of Bengal filk is how-
ever ftill confiderable, though in quality it is reckon-
ed inferior to European produce. Perhaps this
branch of agriculture never attained to any great de-
gree of perfeCtiony for we know from the Roman
hxﬁon.ms, after they had acquired their utmoft ex-
tent ‘f,Aﬁ tic territory, that this article continued in-

%bly to bear a very high price in Rome. Its qua-

PP : - lity
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lity too, was probably coarfe, as it is at prefent; at
leaft the uniform tenor in which the natives conduét
every Qanufa&ure, leads to this conclufion *.

P
e
.

TrE caufe of the coarfenefs of Indian filkg has not
been fo well afcertained as the certainty of the fact.
-No naturalift of any eminence has examined the na-
ture of the infect fufficiently, to difcover where the
defet originates. It may poffibly be owing to the
exceflive moifture, and heat of the climate, which
communicates a watery infipidity to every vegetable
production ; and which may, therefore, produce a
mulbeyry leaf lefs nutritive than thar of China or of
Iraly. “the fame caufe may have enlarged the fize

* o1 the infett itfelf, or produced fuch a relaxation of
the parts employed in this funétion,” as renders them
inc.pable of forming a thread of the fineft quality.

‘T'ur manufature of this article in Bengal, is car-
ried on to % conficerable extent. Many expenﬁva
buildings have been erected for the purpofe in “diffe-
rent parts of the province. Lhefe are, in general,
unde: the fuperintendance of Europeahs ; for the na-
tives, even when you continue to make them labour
on their own account, -carry it on invariably with
little execution or difpatch, Their grmcxpal excels
lence confifts in the fmall expence, @d the incon.
fiderable capital with which they’coniduct their ope-

‘. ritions,

* Vide Gibben’s Decline and Fall, &e.



164 "INDIAN RECREATIONS,

rations. In this country, where the rate of intereft is
generally twelve per cent. and fometimes much
higher, this faving of capital operates powerfully in
their favour,. There are, at this moment, many in-
ftances in every part of Bengal, of Europeans, who,
by finking an enormous capital in buildings, and im-
plements, have incurred a debt, from which all their
ingenuity, fkill, and application, could never after-
wards retrieve them,

Tur fuccels of a branch of manufacture, which
affords labour und fuftenance to many thoufands of
“our fellow ‘creatures, muft be regarded as an inte-
* refting obje&t; but there are fome, departments in
this labour for which you could have no partiality,
The houles in which the infects are kept, are infeft-
ed with a’ noifome fmell arifing from the infects them-
felves, or their excrements, and rotten leaves: the
heat of the ftoves is an addition of no comfort in this
climate. 1he populous village of Coffifibazar, ce-
lebrated for an extenfive filk manutactory, has been,
-for many years, at leaft equally infamous, for the dc-
ftrution of the lives of vaft numbers of the natives.
It muft be acknowledged, indeed, that upon infti-
tuting an enquiry into the caufe of this mortality, it
did not appear to be folely owing to this caufe.

THr inveftment of the Company in filks, amount:
annyally ‘to a confiderable fum: what is produced
by #ivate adventurers, and exported on their own

T account,
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account, cannot be eafily afcertained ; but may per«
haps e little inferior in quantity.

Ted natives are in general bad cuftomers even. for
their own manufattures. Their vanity and tafte for
fhew exalls from them, however, a confiderable fum

Jfor filk ftuffs. Fabrics of this material are ufed:in fe-
veral articles of drefs ammong people of rank of both
fexes Their filk fafhes are remarkably expenfive
and elegant. The fame tafte is difplayed in their
fhoes, which are made up of a very thick and rich
ftufl, embroidered in a fplendid manner with filver
and gold.

L]

Tue different articles manufatured in filk ; their
quantity, and the pumber of hands employed in
them, fhall afterwards be more pdrticularly detailed.

., CULTIVATION



CULTIVATION OF THE DISTRICTS OF MONGHEER 1ND
’ PATNA.

Mongheer, 1998,

THe agricultural operations put on a very different
appearance here frofh what I have noticed any where
in the flat country of Bengal. That large plam
which conftitutes this rich and cxtenfive province, is
bounded on the eaft by the Barrampooter; and on
the weft.by the Ganges, or rather by the hills which
confine it. A .thoufand branches and intermediate
ftreams water the interjacent lands, which being upi-
formly on a level with them, imbibe moxﬁure,ﬁ!ﬂ
preferve perpetual verdure. On the exterior basks
of thefe great rivers, the country rifes into geutle
hills ; which, as you advance, iwell into hlgh mouns
tains. - '

Tuz Jand towards the bottom of the bills bemg
abéwe the level of both rivers, derives no fertility from
them
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them in any feafon of the year. In thefe diftricts,
induftry fupplies this defé® of natural moifture.
.lowa:gs the end of the rains the fields are well plovl-
ed in the ordinary manner: but before fowing the
feeds, they are divided into little fquare plots, refem-
Bling the chequers of a backgammon table. Each
Jquare is furrounded with a fhelving border, about
four inches high. capable of containing water: Be-
tween the Iquare chequers thus conftrutted, fmall

dykes are formed for conveying a rivulet over the
whole field.

As foon as the water has ftood a fufficient time in
one {quare to imbibe moifture, it is let off into the
adjoining one, by opening a fmall outlet through
the furrounding dyke. Thus one fquare after ano-
ther is faturated, till the whole field, of whatever ex-
tent, is gonc over. The fields watered in this man-
ner, require a laborious preparation with the- hoe,
and even the hand, to conftruét the dyke and aqué-
dudls : but their extreme beauty and fertility com.-
penlates for the labour.

Trin fields in this neighbourhood are at prefent
under this operation ; and they refemble a flower-
garden in neatnefs and beauty, rather ghan the coarfc
operations of hufbandry A great variety of leguml-

nous plants, muftard, caftor oily as well as opxum,
‘barley, and other grain, are feen fpringing up i thefe
lirle fquares, in the greateft regularity, ant without
a weed. )

Tue
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THE poppy for the opium is fown on this ground,
which feems more than any other crop, to require a
careful cultivation.

THe number of hands all bufy in different pro-
cefles of this work, gives an impreflion of the induf-
try of the cultivators of thofe parts, which you in vain
fearch for among the Ryuts of the plain.

Tue very a&t of procuring fufficient fupplies of
water is itfelf laborious. It is here drawn from wells,
feveral of which are dug to a great depth on the top
of every fwell in the field. It is raifed in large lca-
thern bags, pulled up by two buliocks yokcd o a
rope. The cattle are not driven in a gin a ours;
but retire away from the well, and return to its
mouth, according as the bag is meant to be raifed,
or to defcend. The rope is kept perpendicularly in
the pit, by a pully, over which it runs.

From the mouth of the well thus placed, rivulcts
are formed to every part of a field; which, in this
fealon, becomes fo parched, that a whole day.may
prove infufficient to watcr it copioufly. lhe opera-
tion, however, muft, at thort intervals, be continual-
ly renewed, fince no rain falls during the four enfu-

ing gfonths.

GRAIN in diftri&s fituated like Monghecr, muft
.be ralfed ‘at thrice the expence with that produced in

theplain: to me, therefore, it appears unaccountable,
that
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‘t;'l}t fo much of the rich deep loam of Bengal, fhould
be left in all the wildnefs of nature, while the rifing
grounds are cultivated at fo much expence of labour,
and that too almoft in the Tame neighbourhood.

_Bur all here is managed with adtivity, and_ perfe-
wering diligence. While the new crop is thus pre-
paring in the ficld. the women are bufy in the houles,
grinding the former one in mills, and getting it fitted
for the market, or for immediate ufe. Till this can
be accomplithed, it is kept in perfe&t prefervation, by
being heaped up in fmall round huts, conftruéted of
reeds,,and neatly thatched on the roof.

THE culture of the diftri& of Patna is far fuperior
to what you generally meet within Bengal. For fe-
veral miles around the adjoininy; villages of Banki-
‘pore and Dinapore, the ficlds aflume the appearance
of a rich and well drefled garden. Lkvery part of
the country is now beginning to be parched wyh
drought ; and here the operation of watering the
fields is caried on with perfeverance and fpirit.

Eacn well is fupplied with a number of hands,
who labour the whole day drawing wuter to fupply
the rivulets, by which it is ccnvezfed through all
the adjacent fields. ‘lhefurfaceot the ground inthis
flat part of the province of Bahgr, does not rife :nore
than thirty feet above the level of the Ganges ; and
in many places its elevation is ftill more, ineonfide-
rable. Hence the water in cach refervoir is perhaps,

Y . ,not
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not more than two or thtee fathoms from the iuz-
face : and the means ufed for raifing it to that height
are extremely fimple. * Two long bambeos are raifed
upon a frame about ten or twelve feet, thefe are
wrought like levers by a weight attached to one
end, as the moving power which raifes the leathern
bags to the mouth of the well. A man’s ftrength
pulling down the rope is neceffary again to ﬁnk
them for each fupply

Tresz eretions you fee at every two or three
hundred yards as vou pafs along the road; while
the chequered fields on each fide of it, put on 3 moft
luxuriant and rich appearance. Thc moft common
crops are cotton, dohl, and the caftor oil plant :
the latter rifes to the height of a large fhrub; and
fh.lters below its broad leaves the dohl, and cotton
thrub. lhefe three articles are frequently blended
together, and their joint produce muft prove very
confiderable, as they feem cach an abundant crop.

Barinev alone, or mixed with a kind of fmall
pea, is alfo a very cominon produce in this vicinity.
Very extenfive fields are now preparing for it ; angd
there are many more where it is already fown, and
has rifen a few inches above the ground. This
grain is expofed in great quantity for fale in the Ba-
zars ; but it feems not to be of equal fize or plump:
nefs withithe growth of Britain. . Behar muft prove
too wa(m p climate for this grain, as it certainly is

@undhto be for oats. Wheat, however, is excellent
“ in
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;:“quality, and is faid to be abundant. Forty fmall
loaves, - about the fize of our penny bread, are (old
for a rupee; their quality is perhaps fuperior to
what is generally met with in England. Wheaten
bread is therefore much cheaper here than in Bri-
tain ; though it be more expenfive than any other
farinaceous food, and therefore not generally ufed
by the natives.

Armost every common article of food is here
remarkably cheap ; fowls from fix to ten a rupee;
and ducks at nearly the fame price. Tuikeys,
theugh cheaper than in Calcutta, are fix rupces
each; a circumftance which feems to evince a de-
gree of improvident indolence in the natives, border-
ing on ftupidity. In this climate that bird is not fo
difficult to rear as it is in Europe. A woman
therefore, who, in a year, could breed, and bring an
hundred to the markef, would fccure an independent
tortune to her family for the reft of her days: yhe
would receive fix hundred rupees ; a fum which, at
the common rate of intereft, yields fix rupecs per
month, an income f{ufficient for the maintenance of a
pretty large family. From this, though you dedu&t
a plentiful allowance for grain, there will flill re-
main a fufficient profit to ftimulate ghe indolence of
any being but a Hindoo.

THE retail price of gram in the Bazar i only one
rupee for fixty-four Englith pounds, or Ny feer;
while rice and dohl are fomewhat lower. ‘,Thefe

prices
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~
prices arc noted here, as the prefent feafori is hei
ther remarkable for fcarcity nor abundance ; and as
the town of Patna is perhaps the moft central part
of our territories in this part of India, it mult have
an influence upon the whole.

- DiNaPorE, which lies about fourteen cofs weft
of Bankipore, is a military cantonment built by the
“Company on the fame elegant and magpnificent fcale
with thofe at Berhampoor and Calcutta. Itis fo
very extenfive that every officer enjoys nearly thres
times the accommodation afforded by any of the
barracks in England. The private foldiers are alfo
provided with large and well airel lodgings ; but
the troops belonging to the native battalions arc
quartered in fmall huts a little fuperior to thofe of
the natives. "I'o them, this inftead of a hardfhip is a
luxury; for their former condition is not forgotten,
when they were not lodged fo comfortably.

"

AT Moneer, about fix miles farther up the river,
the Company has alfo erefted cantonments for ca-
valry, equally commodious. The concourfe of Eu-
ropeans at thefe two ftations, and at Bankipore, has
probably a confiderable effe® upon the markets.;
for it is univerfally allowed that they are charged
higher than the natives for every article. It,is in-
deed the intereft -of, all the black fervants they em-
ploy in ,purchafing neceffaries in the Bazar, that
the price \thould be high, as in that cafe-there is

< more
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mBte*room left for their dustour %, which is a de-
duction of a part of the price from the merchant on
paying his bill, and is claimed by the fervant.

Frowm this circumftince, the Bazar prices men-
tioned above, are to be confidered rather above
.than below the ftanding rates paid by the na-
tives,

WaaTcver enhances the value of produce, ne-
ceflarily roufes and invigorates the operations of
agriculture ; cultivation is accordingly very exten.
five jn this diftri¢t, and bctter conduéted. ‘T'he
crops feem abundant; while many of the fields in
the vicinity are adorned with excellent hedge-rows,
interfperfed with flowering thrubs, which give that
peculiar richnefs and beauty to the fcenery to be
»met with in tropical climates.

Art Bankipore, one of tlic fuburbs of Patna, the
Ionourable Company’s civil fervants refide. Their
provincial court of appeal, its regifter and clerks;
the zillah or criminal court; and the city court,
with the commercial refident, colletor, and other
agents of the Company, compofe a pretty numerous
eftablithment, with liberal appointments. ‘Thefe
Gentlemen, with the Officers of the King’s and

Com-

* Literally Yendered cuffom, a perquifite o{ every black
fervant purchafing goods for his mafter. .
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Company’s troops, conftitute the fociety at Vaina,
from which private traders, not in the fervice, are
excluded, agreeably to the etiquette of India, which

has formerly been noticed.

DESCRIPTION



LEECRIPTION OF THE CITY, AND THE AGRICULTURE or
‘THE DISTRICT.

.’....".."

Benares, 1798,

IN our progrefs from Patna to Buxar, Gazipour,
Benares, and Mirzapour, much cultivation, and 3
tich paflage of country, prefents itfelf to the eye of
the traveller : at the lat mentioned place, however,
his approbation muft ceafe : both fides of the Ganges
a little way above that village, are fubjett to the
Nabob of Oude, whofe territories, in defiance of the
bounty of nature, diiplay an unitorm fterility.

. MirzaPouRr is remarkable for the induftry of the
natives, who are here ftimulated tq exertion by a
few attive lluropeans engaged in the indigo bufi-
nefs ; in the manufaéture of a very durable carpetting,
“and in theaifing and exporting of cotton, yith feve-
ral other branches of trade, which are all icdpducted

thh much enterprize, and confiderable fiiccefs,
Taare
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THeRE is here but little land employed fn the
culture of rice; and the prefent feafon is fot the
period of that crop, The prevailing articles of pro-
duce are barley, wheat, and feveral fpecies of the
pea. A fmall quantity of flax is raifed on the
fkirts of almoft every field for the fake of oil; its
ufe as an article of clothing is not here underftood.
The moft luxuriant and rich crop exhibited here at
this feafon, is a mixture of the dohl plant with that
of the caftor oil and cotton plants. The two former
rife from fix to eight feet high ; aud are neverthelefs
outftripped by the badgerrow, another meagre kind
of grain which makes a part of this mixed produce.

Tur barley is juft coming into the ear, and is at
prelent remarkably beawiful. Every field of it
contains a mixture of gram or peafe; and at the
diftance of fix or ten feet there is planted a beauti.
ful yellow flowering fhrub, ufed in dying. The ope-
ration of reaping, at which the feparation of thefe
different articles is rmade,” muft prove both tedious
and complicated. The atmofphere which is herc
at prefent fo cold, that fires are very ‘comfortable,
becomes fo heated for three months after March by
the fetting in of the hot winds, as to deftroy all
verdure. Thofe fields which at prefent wave with
luxuriant crops are then fcorched like a defart, and
are coverfd with clouds of duft. So trying are the
hot windg to every vegetable producion, that’ older
Eurofg jnhabitants feem to think it would prove
deftrutive to all our artificial grafles. This, hows

ever,
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‘;\?ﬁa matter which ought to be brought to the
decifio of experiment, and not left to opinion.

Turnips, radithes, and a variety of greens and
garden ftuffs, afe raifed here by the natives prin-
cipally for Europeans, and expofed to fale in the
Bazars : where you find all the various produce of
‘the country neatly put up in bafkets, and ready to
be ferved out in any quantity,

Tue fort of Chunar is fituated upon a freeftone
rock, feveral hundred feet high ; as it is provided
“With guns on that fide it completely commands the
river, though it js probably of no great importance
.in a military point of view; but the profpeét into
the adjacent country from its fummit, is one of the
fineft imaginable : below, the Ganges winds along
Jn a magnificent ftream : the woods, villages, “and
corn fields in all dire®tions, form an admirable
group ; while the diftant hills on the fouth comnu-
nicate a grandeur to the fcene that is feldom to be
found in any country.

WitHIN this fort the Company have large and
well conftruted magazines, in which is depofited a
great quantity of ammunition, guns, carriages, and
every kind of warlike ftores. The})wn' itfelf is a
ftraggling colletion. of native huts,{and European

~bungalows, without uniformity'; ang fpreading into
the country feveral miles. At certain feafon) of the
year Chunar is oppreflively hot, and faid to be very

Z unhealthy :
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unhealthy : indeed the European and Mahomysdaft
burying grounds are fcattered in every dj‘etion,
and occupy nearly as much ground as the town

itfelf, -

* I~ point of health, Benares muft be ftill more
hoftile : the ftreets are only a few feet broad, con-
fined with high buildings on each fide, fo that the
rays of the fun can hardly penetrate the bottom of
the lahes, which are impervious to wind, and cover-
ed with cow-dung, foul water, and every kind of
filth.  That the plague fhould occafionally break
out in eaftern towns is unavoidable: here it is un-
known, though you are rather furprifed how human
béings can fupport life in fuch a noxious atmo-
fphere.

At Denares the number of Europeans is very
{mall ¢ a judge, regifter, colleftor, with a few civil
fervants, conftitute the whole of the Company’s cfta-
blifhment there ; a*few private merchants and plant-
ers make up the whole fociety. Of natives, how-
ever, the number is great; and many of the bankers
are the principal creditors of the India Company,'
and poflels immenfe fortunes. The poor in Be-.
nares are {till more numerous, owing to the pumber
of pilgrims who come from all parts to vifit fo fa-
cred a place. In going into’ a mofque, thoufands
crowde around us, foliciting charity with an im-
prtu .y:I never before witnefled, and which I could
fot then tefit. Hunger, wretchednefs, and difeafe

feemed
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£ A to meet your eye in every dire&tion: what
increafdd our uneafinefs was the impoffibility of af-
fording any relief to fuch crowds; where famifhed
multitudes prefled forward to fucceed fuch as you
had fent away with a pittance of fupply. It is not
any fcarcity, or any extraordinary degree of poverty

that occafions this concourfe of beggars, but the

number of pilgrims who come from all parts for the
purpofe of devotion and charity : and wherever there
is a fund for the poor, there will in every country be
found a fufficient number to conlume it: begging,

\Nard as it fecms, is flill caficr than labour; and

-

herc it anfwers the fumc purpofe, that of fub-
fiftence, it will pften be preferred.

Tur cclebrated feminaries of Hindoo learning in
this place, have been mentioned by almoft every wri-

Jter on the itate of Hindoftan, and for that 1ecafon I

entircly omit them, from a conviction that theic
fame has becn raifed far beyond the andard of their
merit. ‘lhey feem at prefent t6 be in a pitiful und
languifking condition.  f'he grand Mahommedan
mofque built by the fanatical .Aurengﬁr <be, on the
ruins of a Hindoo temple, has lat-ly been rep: paired
- by Mr Haftings, and conftitutes an gnmenfe wregu-
far pile of building, with which I kpow nothing to
compare it. There are certain llbmixes of Sanfcreet
books, which are now acceflicle to Cgptain Wilford,

--Mr Wilkins, and other Europeans, who e acquir-

ing a knowledge of that language ;. but jt yill pro-
bably foon be found that our hopes of acquiring:

knowledge
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knowledge from that quarter have been tq&’ fin.
guine.

Or the population of Bénares, I am unable even
to form a conjeGture : the ftreets are fo narrow, and
the buildings crowded to fuch a degree that you can
have no conception of the number of people they
contain : they are two, three, and four floors in
height, which you feldom meet with in the dwellings
of natives. The province, which obtains its name
from the town, although fometimes roughly treated,
fince its connection with the Britifh, is at prefent in ,
a ftate of great profperity, when compared with the
diftricts north of it. So great is the ferocity, and
itate of defperation to which the Vizier’s fubjects are
reduced, that they frequently make excurfions, and
plunder the neighbouring villages. Treated always
with injuftice and rapacity, they feem to have loft in
a ‘great meafure their fenfe of right and wrong, and
{crupie not to behave to their neighbours in the fame
barbarous mannér that their fuperiors treat them.
A brutal aumil, on a farmer’s inability to pay his
rent, feizes all his effets, even his wife and child-
ren; and has fometimes been known to burn the un-
fortunate objet of his vengeance in the flames. With
fuch examples of 'ferocity continually difplayed by
their rulers, what ‘can be expefted of the pepple?
they are ﬁrangers to every prmcnple of juftice and of
wmercy. - -

WHEN
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Wen employed in viewing the curiofities of Be;

'gmrcsx received a letter from London, acquainting

me with the fate of the miffion intended to be fent to

this mint of heathen fuperftition : it feems the mem-

bers of it were refufed permiffion to fail for India by

the Court of Dire&tors, from an apprehenfion that
.they would mix politics with religion. In all pro-

bability the idea was juft : perfons incapable of ob-

ferving a peaceable conduét at home, areof’ all men,
the moft unlikely to propagate the do&rmes of peace

and forbearance in India. With regard to the na-

Jtives, it is probable that their doltrines would have

no effect whatever ; that fteadfaftnefs of faith, or
obftinacy in errdr, which enabled the Hindoos to re-
filt every effort of Mahommedan zeal, is not likely

to be moved by the myfterious jargon of our femi-

political divines. The inftrution of youth is at all

*times worthy “ef attention ; but I do not learn that

this entered much into any of the plans adopted by

thefe wife men. 1 have already, if I remember :i?;.ht,

given you my ideas upon this fubjet; and I have

only to add that I conceive this meafure to be one of
the moft chimerical and vifionary ever attempted.

Happily for the projeftors, they have been ftopped at

an early period of their progrefs before they had an

opportunity of difplaying the whole extent of their

folly.

= WHAT impreffion the harrangues o\l\ 57\t of men

entirely idle, and noted for their dilcontents at Go-{

vernment, might have on the civil and military fer-
vants
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¢
veots of the Company, I pretend not to fay ':;‘ft‘fs
probable that in this line their labours $night not
prove fo abortive as in converting the Hindoos.

Tue education given at Benares is chiefly infti-
tuted for the Brahmins ; that of the common people
is extremely limited, but to them highly ufcful, and
obtained at no great expence.  Almoft in every vil-
lage there is a perfon employed in teaching the youth
to read and write. As few books are entrufted to
the perufal of the great body of the people, the a-
mount of their learning is to form the chara&ers,
and o read manufaipt; and it is furprifing how
many, even of the loweft fervants, zre able to keep
accounts. 1 have found a Muffulman capable of this
who could not read a fentence of the Coran. Here
writing and reading arc taught at the fame time;
the boys are colleCted upon a fmoq'a flat of fand,
and with the finger or a fmall reed form the letters
thei®, which they learn to pronounce at the fame
time. As often as the fpace before each fcholar is
filled up with writing, it is effaced, and prepared for
a new lcffon: thus the expence of both pens, ink,
paper, and even a houfe, is avoided.

ON
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Benares, Fu'y 29, 1798.

I am gbundantly fenfible, that by perfons of much
prattical kqowledge of the fubject, I mufi have been
,convicted of ¥yeping 100 much to, gere als in my de-
feription of the ‘wdoo farming.  The truth is, it is
feldom fafe for an European to do otherwile. "Phere
arc {ow opportunicies of getting a complcte enumeta-
tion of faéts from any farmer here: they are mifera-
bly poor, and ignorant : we are generally equally un-
qualified, by our want of language, to draw from
them what little information, they might be able to
give.

ForTUNnaTELY I have mct here with a very in-
Jglligent Soubadart, in the Hon. Compa\n 5 fervice ;

who,

+ Ram Jeet Sing.
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who, from his knowledge of the Englifh langiageé;
nas aflilted me to meet, I will not fay to overcome,
this difficulty. His eftate lies upon the Dergauitic
river ; about 36 miles from Benares, and cor.fift of
4000 Cutcha Biggahis, or 1500 pukka, équzl to 50
acres. The annual rent he pays to goyernment is
9oo rupees; and according to the plefe,pt mode of
letting, his own gains fhould annually confift of 100
rupecs, at prefent about 12 pounds of uny.money.
Such are the profits of the farmer of five hundred
acres to a man of rank who has under him feveral
hundreds of Ryuts and tradefmen. Government is
therefore, according to all our ideas, the proprictors’
and this gentleman, who fancies Iumfclf the owner of
an eftate, is in truth a fa&or for the Company, with
an allowance of ten per cent. for colle&ing its rents.

THus you obferve, that mne-tenths‘ oF all the rent.
of Bengal and the provmces confl; ...  the revenue of
the-Company ; who are, in room of the Emperor,
the true proprietors of the foil. That fo vaft a tra&
of country, naturally the moft fertile, fhould yield fo
fmall a fum as the known revenue, ought, beyond all
I am able to write, to convince you of the wretched
flate of agriculture in India. Lands of a fimilar
quality with thofe I am now giving you an account
of, would, with the worft hufbandry pradifed in any
part of Britain, yield more than five times the fuin !

O tifs efc/ate nine hundred pukka biggahs are e un-
der the plough : and the crops are barley, wheat,

—_— peale,
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perde, cotton, fugar, muftard, flax, and rice. The
5.4 utity of gram applied as feed, is eftimated by the
fee ", vhich is either pukka or cutcha, correfponding
to t.'e t vo kinds of fquaré meafurement. To a cut-
cha bigga:. of wheat twenty cutcha feer of feed is the
common a lowance; while double the quantity, or
.30 feer, of barley is the neceflary proportion of that
grain; an{ fifteen feer the ordinary allowance for a

. ~ e
Yice actd,

In fome cafes rice is tranfplanted, after its re-
mgval from the field in which it was fown. In-fuch
inftances about three times the quantity of {eed ufual-
ly given is thrown upon a finall fpace in the corner of
the field: there it remains till it has rifen about
twelye inches in height ; when it is taken up by the

oot, and .. inted in the field which is then covered
¥with about th: ' inches of water. This is the grand
feafon of bufinefs with an Ilindoo farmer, when his
concerns ablorb thofe of every other man’s belonging
to his community. He has then a preferiptive right,
eftablifhed by the pratice and ufage of fome thou-
fands of years, to call out not only all the artifts of
the village, but their women and children, to his af-
fiftance, though the hurry of bufinefs -fhould con-
tinue a week or two.

In one of the Weftern Ifles of Scotland, which
" ¥clu have feen, it is faid that all the inhduitants turn
oat in the fpring, and unite their labourNin tilling the

ground. Io that mountainous fpot th‘b operat: "'/
Vou. IL Aa ‘muft
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muft be performed with hoes, fpades, or point:¢
fticks, becaufe no cattle there can drag a plor ..
The buttle, jollity, and confufion which then sbt ing
gives a freth animation to the ruftics, in th's o era
tion, which they in’their jargon call the Crand Pow-
ter. Planting a rice-field near a village s the grand
powter of the Hindoo peafants ; when thy difplay a,
degree of alertnefs and vivacity, which, {.r a while,
overcomes the phlegmatic indolence of .ue rac..

Tue grain being thus planted, an additional fup-
ply of water is let into the field, to accelerate its
growth, or rather to enfure its taking root. This
water, after ftanding a few days, is ¢rawn off, and a
freth fupply let in; but the neceflity of this meafure
I have not been yer able to learn. So rapid is the
progrefs of vegetation in Behar, that th . firft harve *
comes on in two months after plantir s the crop : the
fecond is reaped in November, and having been
planted in Auguft, may eafily fucceed . on the fame
field. This is commonly a finer fpecies of rice, and
conftitutes the moft valuable crop, upon the fuccefs
or failure of which the circumitances of the. farmer,
and of the country, in a great meafure depend. .

By what I have here and elfewhere fubmitted to
you, you will obferve, that there are three harvefts in
this part of India ; two of rice in the fummer and au-
tumn, ar. one in the fpring, confifting of wheaf, Lar-"
ley, and pezie. Should, therefore, the improvident {n-
~vience of the farmer, an adverfe feafon, or the hoftili--

ty
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’t) of thé Ganges, difappoint his hopes, he has ftill an
-y "wrtunity, by new efforts, of retrxevmg his affairs—
Tt = {afon, a fecond and third time, not only invites
hin. to the meafure, but' powerfully feconds his en-
deavourg

.+ THE rv_per has in this part of the country his la-

bour paic} for in kind : when employed in cutting
th. ..ure valuable grains, as wheat and barley, he
receives for his wages the twentieth fheaf; of the
coarfer kinds, he claims the tenth part. This tithing
theaf is feleted by the reaper himfelf and the ryut
alternately.

., Rice and barley, with the various kinds of the
pea. are, either feparately or mixed, the grand fub-
port of . labouring poor. Wheat is raifed and
fold for the u.> only of the higher ranks; even bar-
ley is"too expenfive for their daily fare: and, for that
reafon, its flour is mixed with that of peafe when
ufed by the common people. Fried grains, grotind
by a hand-mill, day by day, and made into a kind of
porridge, is held the moft fubftantial diet a peafant
can afpire to: this he may mix with vegetables and
.Ipices which are cheap. Even the finer forts of rice
are raifed for the market, for it is of the coarler only
that the labourer’s earnings will allow him to par-
take.

SucH is the lot of millions of the ‘:Qoﬁ ufeful of
mankmd their houfe and cloathlng vu,ou‘ld nos i
- for
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for'a rupee; and their higheft luxuryis a mvmm; of

grain, which they can hardly aftord to feafon W’ a. .

much falt as you may hold between the ﬂnpte snd
thumb. With you the poor are difconrentsa if
they can get flcfh-meat and tea only oncegnr twice a-
day: they wring your heart with pity, if they are re-
duced to the neceflity of drinking wate( for a few.
days. Millions here have tafted no othr& beverage
from their entering upon life till theif exit; anu of
this circumftance they never complain, becauf: it
would be treated as ridiculous. 'What pity is it that
your malcontents will neither liften to the fufferings
of others. nor enjoy the advantages belonging to
themfelves ; though by fuch difconténts national be-
nefits are loft, and mifery is incurred !

1

-

VirciL never faw a peafantry half fo plentifull,

fupplied as the Englith; and in fa}, rthere were few
worfe then his own : I may furely apply to your cul-
tivators what he has fzid of the Roman flaves :

O fortunatos nimium fua fi bona nérunrt
Agricolas! .

WHEN I wrote you from Benares an account of
the Sugar Harveft, the feafon’ did not afford me an
opportunity of defcribing the manner of raifing that
crop. The cane is planted in January, by burving
fmall cuttings of about 12 inches each, that are tak®n
from a {mal portion kept for feed—One cutcha bif:-

wlnar..qtﬁrefi four hundred fuch cuttings ; and muft
: be
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b watered from four to fix times before the com-
i wement of the rains. . After each watering the
fo. becomnes hard and clayey, and muft be rendered
friavle v the hoe twice during -each interval. Ben-
gal, from ts peculiar moifture, does not fubject the

-farmer tor jhefe coiily operations. On further expe-
rience it {ill be found the moft favourable country
for this _ki{fLof produce that is yet known.

In this neizhbourhood the fertility of the foil,
great as it certainly is, will not admit of a fuccefhon
of fugar crops. ‘The land muft be relieved for a
year cr two with other grain, before the fuzar can be
a fecond time produced. Sugar lands, I find, yield
the higheft rent; being lct, on an average, at two
~ome o +hs cutcha biggah, or about two pounds an
.cre—The a -erage produce is faid to be from fiftcen
‘to thirty mauns.‘f";xh biggah. Four different kinds
of the fugar cane are diftinguifhed by our planters,
and of different degrees of eflimation. The China
fugar has hitherto been preferred to that of Bengal ;
but it chicfly derives its excellence from a more fkill-
ful mode of puritying it pradtifed in that country.
On this account, an attempt was made by Mr Craw-
ford at Chipfagur, to introduce the Chinefe fugar
culture, and the whole procels of refining by a colo-
ny of natives of that country. This patriotic cffort
terminated like moft others that had to compete with
the. cheap manufaétures of Bengal. The expence of
lahour fo much enhanced the price, this the Ben.
galefe underfold it in every market, f

' In
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. In this flight fketch of the Hindoo agriculture vl
muft beware of fuppoﬁng, that the condition of. (ﬁk eI, .
milerable wretches is included who inhabit tke brly
country and its jungles. 1 hey are as diffepfntdrom
the inhabitants of the plain, as a Nori-Highland
farmer is ffom one in Kent. They are ¢ the ftate
of uncultivated nature : they neither plo’7 nor fow ;
what grain they raife is.introduced intq £mall holes
made with a peg and mallet, in a foil ‘untoucnea uJy
the plough. The only preparation given it is turn-
ing away the jungle, and thus depofiting the feed.
In the vicinity of Rajamahl there are many tribes-of
fuch peafants, who fubfift partly by digging. roots,
and by killing birds, and noifome reptiles. \
IN thefe favage diftriéts ninety'villages hove heon L+
for two hundred rupees; and yet this paltry fum coul
only be made up by fruits pecligi*'to the fituation.
All that [ have faid of the indigence and humble fare
of the other Ryuts is fo far outdone by the condition
of thefe beings, that I will not venture to lay before
you the account I have received of them: the faith
even of a true believer may be put to a trial too fe-
vere: and the teftimony of a tolerable hiftorian may
be infufficient to eftablith faéts fo remote from the
ordinary occurrences of life.

DESCRIPTYON
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Benares, 1798.

e mode af llvmg, and the climate of India pre-
“¢lude Europeans, in a great meafure, from acquir-
ing any intimate or minute knowledge of the man-
ners of the natives. Unlefs T had made particular
enquiry for the exprefs purpofe of laying before you
the following account of a village, I might have re.
maired in this country for half my life without any
knowledge of the very partial detail which I now iq'.
tend to prefent to you.

Txe inhabitants of the fmall zemindary of which
you jately had a defcnptxon, live together in one vil-
lage,. which contains about one thoufand fouls ; ; a
pepulation of nearly one perfon to each Scotch acre;

and twelve individuals to each plough. {Tue by
: “'Dér
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of woiking cattle on this property is four hundrcﬁ H
that of ploughs ninety.

AFTER the Zemindar, the perfon next in rank‘and
importance is the Putwari, the tacor oy keeper of
accounts between the proprietor and thants: he
colleéts the rents whether in grain or Xin money,
meafures the ground, and in the abfencelof the Ze-
mindat fuccceds to auy petty jurifdiction whicn tire
fmall fociety may require. In him you may recog-
nize the Baron Bailie of Scotland : the falary of this
officer is paid by the farmer at the rate of one feer and
a half each for every hundred paid to the proprietor. -
Sugar, cotton, and other articles not confumed on the
eftate, pay a certain portion of their valued price to’
the landholder, and for each rupee paid to the land..-
lord the Putwari reccives half an ana, <or the 1-30t1
part nearly. ’

Tue Byah, or weigher of grain, is the next to
the Putwarri ; thisman divides the grain between the
zemindar and the tenant by weight in their refpec-
tive proportions. The Byah is paid by both parties
at the rate of twelve feer for every hundred mauns.

From the mean habitations of the farmers, and
their fcanty and wretched implements of every’kind,
} had conceived tlrat there were but little divifion of
labour, and few profeft tradefmen. Iron Imiths
and carpenters make two feparate profeffions in the

cmall=ft vdlag,e. A Sochar or mafter tradefman re-
N cexves
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tdives from each plough a maun of grain, confift-
.. of a part of each fort. _This is in the nature of
a 1 taining fee, and muft be paid annually over and
abo 'e his allowance when aétually employed in your
houfe. As often as you have occafion for his fer-
vices there, whether in conitruéting the building or
making furniture, he is entitled to a daily allowance
of one puk.a or great feer of grain, During each of
the three harveﬁs he receives one fheaf of wheat,
barley, or rice, according to the nature of the crop
then reaped. This fheaf is not undefined in quantity,
but confifts of about threc feer.
WiETHER itarifes from indolence or fuperftition,
*I am unable to dctermine, that the pooreft Hindoo
families do not wafh their own cloaths ; it is certain
Jowever that each village retains a number of wather-
“men as a diftin& profeflion. The watherman re-
ccives froin each plough twenty feer of grain an-
nually ; and three fheaves during the three harvefts,
as in the cafe of the other tradefmen already meh-
tioned. The families of tradefmen, who have no
plough, pay the watherman in fpecie at the rate of
two annas yearly. A fum not exceeding four-pence
of Britith money annually, is certainly a fmall allow-
ance; but/you will recolle& that the quantity of
clothing ufed by a family of Hindoo peafantry, is not
the furtieth part of what is neceffary for one of your
tenants. The children, till they are ten or twelve,
feldom put on any clothing at all; and after that
feafon a fmall piece of cloth covering the middl-, -
Vou. IL Bb , e -
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"the whole attire of the lords of the creation in th.s
country. Wathing to Europeans in this country is
performed by a fervant hired by each mdmdua} at
the rate of from eight to ten pounds annually, a very
fmall fum, if you advert to the quantity of Work.
Here our whole drefs is white cotton, and muft on
account of the heat of the climate be changed twice
or thrice every day *.

THz fuperttition of the country occafions another
profeflion not common in your villages, that of a
Shaver. Part of the beard, the arm-pits, &c. are
regularly fhaved even among the loweft claffes. As.
one perfon in this capacity can accommodate a
confiderable number of individuals, his wages are,
fettled at one ana, or two-pence fterling _per an-

num ; a plough giving twenty feer. \

[y

THE greater part of cooking utenfils, and veffels
for holding water, are of earthen ware; feveral of
thefe are in daily ufe in each family, and from their
frangible nature the confumption of them is can-
fiderable. This occafions the trade of a potter to be
univerful in every village of the country. The pot-
ter receives from each plough his three fheaves in the

three

* In fome pasts the wathermen are entitled to fit¥ feer of
grain_for wathing the .child-bed linen at cach bmh The
walhing is not peufmmed within doors, nor by puthﬂg ‘the
clothes in veflels as in Europe ; but at the fide of a tank or
Jixer, aud by friking them againft a curved plank of wooc.
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three fucceflive harvefts ; he is paid befides for each
j* according to its fize; only the zemindar has his
at aalf price, and cuftom alfo obliges the potten to
provide utenfils for foldiers, or fuch travellers as may
pafs the night in the village. Earthen pots are very
.common through all Afia; and by what we read
.concerning the ¢ potters field,” they feem to have
been in ufe in Judea, and to have had an allotment
of ground for their manufatture. In India the
ground is furnifhed by the proprietor, and for this
reafon he is fupplied at an inferior price,

'TyE loweft, and moft defpifed order of tradefmen
in India, are the Chumars, or leather.cutters. The
Chumar receives in harveft three theaves from each
plough; but befides this annual fee he is paid for
every fet of ropes or harnefs he furnifhes for a plough
two fcer and an half of grain. For each pair of
thoes the cuftomary price is ten fcer of grain:
tradefimen pay two anas, which is deemed in ordi-
nary times a higher price; but they pay no part of
his annual fee of three fheaves : when cattle die the
hide goes to the Chumar,

Tue bag police of the Faft impofes the neceflity
of emploffing watchmen during night to prote( the
proper.y of individuals, and to preferve the peacc.
This bufinefs is committed to the Duflauds or
Chockidars, feveral of which are required even in
fequeftered villages. The nature of their employ-
fnent invefts thefe people with fome power refemunn

‘that’
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that of a conftable. They apprehend delinquents,
or report difturbances to the magiﬂ:rate Like g"
other fervants of the public in this country, \the
Chockidars have an annual fee of three fheaves from
each plough during the harveft : ten bxggahs of
ground are allowed to each for his fupport ; and as
feveral are neceflary, the police of the country, im-
perfe& as it is, conftjtutes a heavy burden on the
community In the vicinity of Europeans there is 2
greater circulation of property, and of confequence
greater temptation to the violation of it. Even in
our military cantonments an officer can by no means
truft the charge of his houfe to fentinels ; he is
obliged to hire two or three Chockidars, the only
terms upon which he can hope for fecurity. With-
out this precaution, the thieves have attained to fuch
dexterity in their trade, that they can eafily ftcal'the
pillow from under his head during night.

Tue moft numerous clafs of labourers in a coun-
try village is that of the ploughmen. In this village
they amount to about an hundred; and the wages
of each is five feer of grain daily, and one rupee
each hulwary, or ploughing feafon: two ftated
ploughing feafons occur each year, one at the fetting
in of the rains in June ; the other after the’ break up-
in November. The wages of other cowury la-
bourers is five feer of grain per day; and during
harveft the t*w?enty-ﬂfth theaf.

TrE
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THE Abeer or Burdiah (cow-hérd). is another ne-

cszary profefﬁon in every Hindoo farm. The plotgh-
ed!land is neither fenced nor lying contiguous, but
in fegttered and detached fpots, pcrfe&ly expofed to
every invader. The cow-herd receives two mauns
.of grain each month ; and for every ten cows under
 his charge he receives the milk of one : if buffalos
are under his management he is entitled to the milk
of every fifth beaft. The caufe of this difference I
have not learned ; but conceive it tobe the greater
trouble oceafioned by keeping thefe bulky and obfti-
nate animals. The pafture is common to the whole
village, and the tradefmen graze cows on paying
their proportiom of the cow-herd’s fee, which is two
anas per month for each buffalo, or the milk of the
cow every fifth day. Sometimes the pafture fields
lie far from the village; to it however they are
driven ; and fhould it be meceffary to crofs a river,
the cow-herd lays held of the tail of a buffalo, and
tranfports himfe to the further fide with great eafe.
In the community of the pafture grounds, the joint
poffeflion of feverat tcnants, and the payment of rent
in kind, you will pcrceive a ftrong fimilarity to the
practice of certaim difiriéts in the Highlands of Scot-
land.

Tir. two trades ¥ am next to defcribe, are fo dif-
ferefit from every profeflion to which Earopeam man-
ners give rife, that I beg leave to refer you to the
authority upon which this narrative is grounded ; for
! . I
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I here with to difclaim all refponfibility, as well as
merit, in giving the information they may afford. .
Tazﬁrade of a Barbhi is to prepare difhes of leaves
from which the Hindoos eat their food. In Bengal
the plantain leaf is fo common, and from its fize fo
commodious for this purpofe, that the objett is at-
tained at once without the intervention of profeflional
fkill ; but in the upper provinces there is no fingle
leaf which can fupply the place of the plantain; an
artificial combination is made up by patching dif-
ferent leaves together, which forms a fubftitute for a
plate at the Hindoo meals. Five or fix different
kinds of leaves are employed for this purpofe, ac-
cording to the produce of each diftri®. In all,:
however, the, manufature is carried on; and for
every hundred plates furnithed by the Barhi, he re-
ceives two anas ; the zemindar paying only half that
fum, either becaufe he affords a houfe to the Barhi,
or becaufe he takes the leaves from his trees. Dur-
ing feftivals and religious folemnities, the Barhi car-
ries a torch, and performs the office of a Muffalgee.

TuE other profeflion alluded to is that of Bhaut,
or poet, a perfon who celebrates the famely, and the
atchievements of his patron; and indeéd\of- every
one who employs him. He is recognized as\q mem-
ber of the community, and has an annual fee of three
gazhg from each plough of the village. Should a
:vanity lay him under no contribution, he has
Dot iing more to pay to this officer. A fhare of
- this,
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this, however, falls to the lot of many; and to gra-
tify it they call upon the Bhaut to compole a poem
in «heir praife; for every fuch compofitionghe re-
ceives a gratuity proportioned to his merit, or the
gratification afforded to his employer. Before mar-
riages, which are here contra&ted by the parents, . it
s not uncommon to employ on each fide a Bhaut,
who celebrates the wealth, influence, and refpeta-
bility of the party who employs him. And after the
marriage, or the birth of their firft child, the married
perfons give him a prefent of a bullock, or a picce of
cloth, according to their circumftances.

THesE partioulars are offered on the authority of

. a native officer of the Bengal army, who at my re-
queft made the neceflary enquiries upon his own

cftate. The refult he has obligingly communicated

in a manufcript in the Hindivi, taken upon the fpot.

A tranflation of this manufcript forms the fubflance

of this account ; and as this gentleman bears a very

refpectable charaéter, I have on my part perfe&t con-

fidence in the accuracy and truth of every part of his

narrative, It ought, in fa&, to be regarded as neither

abfurd nor incredible, that in a country where every

great man ;€tains in his fervice a domeftic merely

for the puypofe of proclaiming his titles to the mob

as he raffes, there fhould exift a race of men who

fubfift by flattery. Qur own manners, a few cen-

turies ago, are faid to have countenanced a race of

bards, who frequented the houfes of chieftains, and

_slebrated their prailes in as rude paetry, and by.
atterv
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flattery as grofs as the Bhauts of the Hindoos. There
are a thoufand particulars in which the European
cuftoms anid manners in the twelfth century feem to
have refembled thofe of Hindoftan, The practice of
entertaining buffoons and jefters at court, was com-
mon to both countries, and feems to announce a
ftate of manners equally indelicate with that above
defcribed.

In this community we have to notice five families
of fhepherds who poffefs fifteen hundred fheep; they
conftitute a particular clafs who fheer their theep,.
and manufalture the wool. The finer blankets are
fold for one rupee each ; the coarfe ¢ight anas; but
the zemindar is entitled to what he ufes at an inferior
price. Mutton is ate on certain occafions by almoft
every caft, at leaft therams ; and the cafe is the fame
with goats fleth. In this part of the country there is
a price fixed by Europeans for every theep ; three
for a rupee, or about tenpence each. This is lower
than the real value, and muft operate as a grievance ;
it explains the reafon why the natives are fo averfe to
fell their produétions to Europeans.

From the fhepherd we pafs to the 'village Brah-
min. As often as the Ryut has colleGted » particular
harveft, the Brahmin is fent for, who burns:ghee,
and fays prayers over. the colleéted heap ; all érefent
join in the ceremony ; and the Brahmin receives as
his part one meafure of grain in that implement
- which is employed in winnowing it. He is employ-d

by
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by all the farmers, and at each harveft, he colleds
a contemptible tithing for~a village curate; befides
this the Brahmin reccives many different #¥s and
annuities. At each marriage he claims five per cent.
of the bride’s whole portion ; in cafes where the pa«
fents can afford no marriage dower, the bridegroom
pays the Brahmin his fee, which rifes with the cir-
cumftances of the party ; but even to a poor man it
rofts five rupees.

Vou. 11, Ce



OF THE VARIOUS GRAINS CULTIVATED IN UPPER INDIA

Futtigurr, Dec. 1797,

TrE different fpecies of grain cultivated in Hindof-
tan are more numerous than in Europe, or perhaps
in any other part of the world. The agricultural
divifion of the feafons is into the two Great Harvefts
Khercef and Rubbee. The former continues during
September and Oétober, and the latter during March
and April. In the Khereef, the kinds of grain, chief-
ly cultivated in the upper country, taken in the or-
der of ripening, are as follows *. ‘

1. Bhootah;

* The Linnzan names are given on the authority of Dr
Hunter, a Gentlerran of great accuracy as well as learningy
and a valuable member of the Afiatic fociety. .

-
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1. Bhootah; in the interior provinces, Mukha.
This grain is in flower in July, and is reaped in Au.-
guft and September.

2. Congree; Panicam Htalicum, flowers in the
-end of July.

3. Oord, or Math; Phafeolus max, flowers in
July and Auguft, is reaped about.the end of Sep-
tember.

— 4. Moong Phullee; Arachis Hypogea, (ground.
nut Qf the Weft Indies), flowers in September,

* 5 Murhua; Cynofurus coracanus, Linn. This
grain has obtained various names among the matives.
In Myfore it is denominated Raggy ; in the Carna-
tic Natchenny, aud Maud or Mal, in the upper pro-
wvinces.

6. Bajira; Holcus fpicatus, Linn. This grain
called Drob in the north of Africa, is fmall and
round in figuréy reckoned nutritious in a high de-
gree, but heating, and hard of digeftion. Its cheap-
nefs renders it ufeful among the poorer clafs of inha-
bitants ; and by the Mahratta’ cavalry it is made into
flat cakes, which the horfeman cah carry under his
faddle in fufficient quantity to ferve him feveral days
It is alfo reaped during the Khereef.

7. Jooar;
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7. Jooar ; Holcus Serghum, Linn. "The culm is
very ftrong, and grows to the height of feven or
eight feet. The fpike egg-thaped, nodding, or hang-
ing, fix or feven inches in length, nine in circum-
ference. Of this there are fome varieties.

8. Moong ; Phafeolus munga. The fpecific dif-
ference between: this and the Qord is difficult to
eftablifh : for agricultural purpofes it may be fuf~
ficient to confider them as mere varieties.

9 Beertia ; a fpecies of Panicum ufed in food\
as is the Congree.

THE fecond harvelt, Rubheef. In this feafon arc
grown and reaped moft of the European grains ;
which are fown at the breaking up of the rains, and
gathered in fpring.

1. Wheat ; Triticum /fativum. The fpecies molft
frequently fown in upper India, has the following
marks : Calyces four flowered, ventricofe, fmooth,
imbricated : the two outer florets with long beards ;
the third with hardly any ; the fourth and innermoft
neuter. From this chara&er, fays Dr. Hunter,'1 am
doubtful whether it fhould be referred to the fpecies
Zftivum or Spelta, or whether it may be regarded
as a new fpecies. It is in general a pretty clofe,
thick crop ; apparently fmaller in both fhaw and
grain than our European wheats: but from its great
bardnefs, and the vigorous fun beams, it yields a

A better
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hetter four. It i chxeﬂy in the upper provinces that
wheat is cultivated : in the_low marthy grounds of
Bengal it is net found to fucceed,

2. Channah Cmer arietinym.

3. Torr, or Arber, Cy‘nfus cafan. ' It is fown
during the rains, in mixture with the Jooar; and
when that crop is removed it ftands till reaped in the
wheat-harveft.

_ 4. Peale ; Muthuror Buttlee: Of. this there are
feveral varieties, which are reaped during the cold
feafon. It is furprifing what degrees of continued
froft thefe crops endure in the provinces of Rohil-
cund and the Deccan, without injuring them. Dur.
ing the months of December, January, and Februa-
1y, feldom a night paflfes without freezing the pools ;
yet from the drynefs of the feafon little check is given
to the crops. : .

5. Barley ; Hordeum tetrasticum of Linnzens. This
is the moft abundant crop in all thequpper diflricts of
India : it is made into cakes by tHe natives, which
are cheap, and by fioc means uupaliab.c ‘the fpe-
cies is four rowed, and of thar kifd called big by
the Englith, fuppofed an inferiorf kind. It is a
cheaper foed than wheat, and torjthat reafon pe:-
haps it is more generally ufed th‘m%any other grain
except rice iu the lower provinces. ;Barlvy, in mony
Aiftrits, requires artificial watermg; an operation by

tup
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far the moft laborious i Hindoftan. It is perform-
€d fometimes by the'help of bullocks, but oftener by
the hand, affifted hy a ﬁmple tnachme.

7. CorTon is the great ftaple of fome of thefe
provinces, and that on which they prmcnpally de-
pend for profit by exportation.' 1t is carried on
fmall bullock waggons from the interior, either to
Mirzapore and Calcutta, on the Ganges, or the
Guzarat on the Perfian Gulph. * This produce is in
fome diftricts partly manufa&ured into printed and
ftained cloths. * The root of the Morinda citrifolia.
termed Aal, is the material of this dye, and allo
forms an article of their exportation:

8. Or1uyM is a favourite article of cujtivation among
the natives, which European capital and fkill has
tended greatly to increafe. In cur provinces the
pratice is varied according to the views of the Furo-
pean managers appointed for its direGtion. Asmong
the natives in the mdependent ftates, the culture is
more uniform, and ‘not yet generally underftood by
us. In the province of Malwa, the moft expetiencéd
natives have favoured us with the following particu-
lars of their management.

Tae poppy feed is fown in December, *upon
ground. well manyred with cow dung or atheg: af-
ter a prévious preparation of feven ploughings, the
groupd is divided into little fquare inclofures of two
qi-three cubits; thefe mclofures are formed by.a_

ﬂlght
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flight embankment of earth only a few inches in
height : within thefe the feeds are fown to the quan-
tity of one feer and a half, or two feers per biggah,
(one third of an acre). After eight or nine Jdays the

ound is watered, that is, completely overflowed to
the depth of two or three fingers, by breaking down

a fmall outlet in each inclofure fucceflively. This
npera'tion is repeated feven times, at the diftance of
ten or twelve days: after each watering, when the
ground is a fittle dried, but ftill foft, it is ftirred with'
a fmall iron inftrument, fo as to loofen it effectually,
and the weeds are carefully removed: the plants
alfo arg thinned away if they come up too clofely, to
the diftance of five or fix inches. 'Ihe plants thus
removed, if young, are ufed as pot herbs; but if
grown up to a larger fize, a foot and a half, they
become unfit for this purpofe from their intoxicating
quality.

THE POppy flowers in February, and the opium is
extraéted in March or April, fooner or later, accord-
ing to the time of fowing : the white kind yiclds a
greater quantity than the red ; the quality is reckon-
ed®the fame from both. When the flowers are fal-
lcn off, and the capfules affume a whitith colour, it
is time to wound them. This is pcrfeprmed by draw-
ing an inftrument with three teeth, a( the diftance of
about half a line from each other, along the capfule
drom top to bottom, fo as to penetrate the fkin.
Thefe wounds are made in the afternoon and even-

. .ings
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_ing; and the opium i§ guthered next morning: THey
begin at day-break, and continue till one p’har of
the day is pafled. ' The wounds on each capfule is
rcpeated for three futceflive days. - The whole cap-
fules in a field are wounded; and the opium gathey
ed in fifteen days. . In a fruitful feafon, and good
ground, the§ obtain from fix to nine feers of opium
' from a biggah of ground : a fmall crop is from two
to four feers: When the drug is cheap, it fells for
fifteen rupees per dhitee ; when dear,- and of a fu-.
perior quality, for tWenty-five rupees.” A dhiree
_ contains five feers and a quarter ; fo that the grofs
produce of a good crop is 1675 rupecs per acre,
equal to 20cl.  The grofs produce after fome imper-
fett experiments in England, amounted only to sol.
per acre ; but from fuch data we are not warranted
to draw any conclufion.

In the Mahratta diftri@s all the opium, even at the
time of, gathering, is .adulterated with oil ; and this
mixture they do not confider as fraudulent: the
praétice is allowed, and the reafon affigned for it is
the prevention of too great drynefs in the drug. The
people employed in gathering have each a fmalf vef-
fel containing a little oil of fefamum or lintféed. The
opium which has flowed from the wounded capfule
is fcraped off with a little iron inftrument, previouf-
lydiptin oil: a litle oil is taken in the palm of the
hand, and the opium gathered with the iron inftru.
ment, is wiped on the hand, and kneaded with the

oil; -
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vil. The whole quantity gathered, is brought home
kneaded into a mafs, and thrown into a veffel with
more oil, into which the whole crop of the feafon is
colleéted.

It is thus evident that the quantity of oil in
.any given quantity of opium, is not determined
with much accuracy; they compute that the oil’
amounts to one half of the pure drug, or one
third of the mixed mafs. The adulterations prac-
tifed fecretly, and confidered as fraudulent, are
mincing the powder of the feed leaves of the pop-
py, and even athes. The mixture of oil renders
this opium of® very inferior quality to that of the
* Company’s provinces. It is particularly unfit for
medicinal purpofes, and for making a tranfparent
tincture. It is exported to Guzarat and other
parts : the merchants advancing the money to the
cultivator, at leaft in part, while the crop is ‘on
the ground.

Vor. II. ¢ Dd or



OF THE HEMP, FLAX, &c. OF iNDIA

Chandernagore, 1799

Or flax and hemp, with all their varieties, and the
different fubflitutes for thefe ufeful articles, the Hin-
doo agriculturifts poffe(s greater abundance than any
other people. The advantages of which thefe might
be produlive to a commercial nation have not been
overlooked ; yet it is probable that neceffity only will
prompt us to avail ourfelves of them to that degree
to which they may eafily be carried-

THEe moft common fubftitute for hemp in Bengal;"
is the Jute or Paut, Crotularta juncea, Linn.: It
grows abundantly in many parts of this provmce ;
and is much ufed for Jails, ropes, fithing nets, ‘and
other naval purpofes. An a&t of Parliament.has
been pafled permitting this article to be imported
free pf duty. It has in confequence been imported,

though
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though in no great quantity. Since, however, rags,
and the materials of the paper manufaturers have
ifen fo much in price, it has been recommended 2s
a beneficial article to the owners of rice and country
thips, to fill up their cargoes with as tonnage. Such
goods as require to be packedin gunny bags have
-been found moft convenient for the importation of
this article, without rifking much capital. The price
of Sun, which, in its manufaGtured ftate, this com-
modity is called, is from feven to eight fhillings per
cwt. in Bengal, and ‘it has fold in England at thirty-
five thillings. The refufe of this plang furnithes to
the Hindoos the material for making paper; and it
is probably from this circumftance, that Mr Sewell,
» bookfeller in London, firft conceived the idea of ren-
dering it fubfervient to our manufa&turers during the
great {carcity of materials. Many have already pro-
fited confiderably by the information conveyed by
this judicious and accurate obferver ; and,it is highly
probable that the ufefyl hint which he has conveyed -
in the European Magazine, will be more benefitial
to his country than fome other more fplendid dif-
goveries.

Tuc following varieties of this plant have been
cultivated in the Botanic Gardens at Calcutta, and
experiments decifive of their utility,, have been made
by Dr. Roxburgh, a gentleman to: whom botany is
more indebted than to any other man of the prefent
times.

1. Bhungeée
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1. Bhungee Paut. Corchorus olitorius, Linn. .-

2. Ghee Naltha Paut. Corchorus capfilaris,
Linn, ’

Or the cultivation of thefe plants, and his attempts
to improve the quality of their flax, Dr. Roxburgh’s
letter to the Governor in Council will convey the
beft ndea. -

¢ IMMEDIATELY on my arrival in Bengal, among
other things I turned my attention towards fuch plants
as yielded the natives materials for making twine, &c.
and found they poffeffed not only Crotolaria juncea,
and Hibifcus cornabinus, (an account and drawings
of thefe I have already tranfmitted to the Hon. Court
of Directors), put that they alfo cultivated for the
fame purpofes two fpecnes of Corchorus, the olito-
rius, and capfularis, with varieties of each fpecies of
Ofchynomene *, which the late Dr. Koning firft de-
fcribed. Drawings and defcriptions of thefésplants,
with the method of cultivation, and preparation of
their fibres, T have now the honour of tranfmitting,
together with fome cleaned famples, which I beg
may be fent to the Hon. Court of Direftors.” © ..
¢ Turs fubftance (Jute), might probably be ren.
dercd much ﬁner, eyen fit for cambric and lawn, by
v . - . hmng

* Dooncha of the Bengalefe.
R .
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being fown thicker than ufual, and cutting it at an
earlier period ; for it is well known that cutting flax
green, prevents that harfhmefs which it acquires by
ftanding till full ripe. I have in view fome experi-
ments to determine this point, which I think is a
very effential on&~ Befides, the Hindoos, fo far as 1
can learn, pay no attention to the cleannefs, or qua-
lity of the water they fteep the plants in, which'is no
doubt a material point; and requires to be attended
to. Soft clean water, well expofed to the fun’s
beams, and never ufed for the fame purpofe a fecond
time, is what T would recommend. Jute fo pre-
pared, will no doubt be of much more beautiful co-
lour, than when lefs pure water is ufed. Putrid
foul water will moft likely haften this operarion, and
it is therefore employed by the Hindoo farmers, who
are more intent on difpatch, than on the colour of
the fubftance, as it is only employed by them for
coarfe purpofes, where colour and appearances “are
ltotally immatcrial.

“ WitH a view to determine whether the quality
of the Jute mlght be _rendered finer by the ubove
means, I caufed’ two parcels to be fown abcout the
ufual feed timé, viz one of Bhungee Paut, and the
“other Ghee Naltha Paut: The feed of the firlt prov.
ed bad; a circumftance I did not learn, till it was
too late tq fow a fecond parcel ; conf.quemly Iam
unable to fay any thing farther concerning. this
fpecies.

e ' Tar
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“ Tue capfularis grew well; and as it was rféw;
thick, run up flender to a confiderable height. It
was cut at'an early period, fteeped in perfetly clean
water, bleached. beat, and drefled with the fcutch
and coarfe heckle. In the package which accom-
panies this, the drefled fibres wilt be found in one
bundle, the drefling in another, and fome of the un.
drefled in a third. From thefe you will be able, I
hope, to judge whether this fubftance is to be im-
proved by the means pratifed in Europe, to procure
fine flax for cambric, and fine lawn.”

Besipes thefe fubftitutes, the true hemp, (Bang of
the natives), is found in many places of Bengal. It
is however but little ufed. except for the oil, which
is obtained from the feeds, and for medigine; or,
laftly, for an intoxicating éngredient mixed with to-
bacco for the Hookah. Intoxicatjon by this means,
is perhaps the greatelt and mofl univerfal evil fuffer-
ed by the Hindoos; fince its fmall ‘price puts this
treacherous luxury within the reach of all. *

Tre common flax of Europe, (Tiflee of the Ben-
galefe), is cultivated in all the upper provinces as well
as Bengal. This, however, is for the oil folely ; for
the natives are unacquainted with the ufe of Tiflee as a
flax. The cultivation of it for the fibre might no doubt
be turned to great account, fince under the prefent ma-
nagement this moft nfeful part is entirely thrown away.
On the vaft and fertile plains of Bengal, proved by

_:,he expenence of ages to be adapted to the growth
of
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of thi§ plant, it is difficult to affign any limits to the
quami& of flax that might be raifed. Whilt Eng-
land pade annually to Germany for eight or nine
hundred tdqg of .linen yarn, this plant, and thefe
rich territoriesNaffer a wide field of irterefting expe-
x‘in:xent to the government of Bengal.

Cotr, (the inner bark of the Coco nut), ufed as
the running rigging of fhips, is preferred to hempy,
by all who have ufed it. Though hard to handle at
firlt, yet, on a little ufe, it becomes eafy, and has
many good qualitics. Employed in cables, it is in
generaleufe in Afia’; and being dt once light and ela-
flic, it poﬁeﬂes many advantages. It has been
fretched from fix to nmine inches without breaking ;
4 degree of elafticity whxch mufl enable a fhip toride
eafy ; where with a common cable, it would be dan-~
gerous or impracticable. None of the Coir cordage
receives tar; an advantage in point of faving, if it

oy.;mues frefh and durable, as it is faid to do, when
ly wetted with falt water.

«bun Oriental pofleflions have already contributed

* Targely to the refources of the empire in the neceflary
’}dlcl.e of fhip-timber; feveral of the moft valuable
Thips that eveér entered the Thames haying been built
there: Itis probable that the period ik not far diftant
when they fhall prove equally ferviceable in the ar-
ticles of paper, fails, and cordage. In obtaining
from Hindoftan all the benefits which are compatible
with its own intereft to beftow, we have, it muft be
dllowed
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allowed many difficulties to encounter: The i of
thefe, perhaps, is want of enterprife in the A;anvcs
themfelves ; they poﬁ'cfs, (what phxlofophe;s fuppof-
ed only to belong to inanimate matter)a pSwerful vit
inertie which muft continually be Ac.:ﬂntera&ed by
the application of an adaquate ftfinulus on one part.
T'o invigorate and properly apply the induftry of fo
many millions of people is a great and important truft
which has devolved upon the Britith. It is comfort-
ableto cbferve that this is a truft, our countrymen
who adventure in thefe provinces are, in general, well
qualified to fulfill. Their ardour in purfuit of for-
tune is ofien a happy corrective of the indolence of
the Afiatics. There are in Calcutta fome mercantile
houfes whofe enterprife and capital put in motion‘a
greater number of hands than any equal number of
individuals in any quarter f the world. The num:
ber of failors, fhip-builders, growers of indigo and
cotton, and manufalturers of every defcription, who
are fupplied with lubour and fubfiftence by the fingle
houfe of Mr Tairlie, is perhaps not equalled Ly uny
individual in Europe. Yet this Gentleman, a‘ter
twenty years laborious exertion in a debxhtatmgf“h-
mate, continues to profecute every new advent's ¢
with the fame alivity as he commenced his careg ¢

¢ Nil actum reputans donec aliguid fupereffes agendum.”

oy



* OF TIIE COCHINEAL.

Benares, 1793.

THY: indigo manuficture which has given a confider-
able fpur to the induftry of the natives of India, was
foon fuccecded by an attempt highly commendable,
to eftablifh that of cochineal. Dr. Nicolas Fontana,
a gentleman of great literary knowledge, has detailed
th vantages to be derived from this culture, infa ..
viry fatisfaCtory manner.

¢ Tue introdufion of cochineal into Bengal,
ich our neighbours had endeavoured to natura-
*lize in their Weft India poffeflions, deferves particu-
Iarly to be marked as being likely, under proper ma-
nagement, to become not only a new zra in the pro-

effive refources of the Qompany, but an acceffion
of opulence to the Britith empire: an zra the more
remarkable, as, notwithftanding the attempts of Go-

Voi. IL .Ee vemment,
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vernment, the defign was not accomplithed }*C
through accident, the great parent of dilcoyZry,
which, with never ceafing influence, operate/in fo
many ways for the good of mankind. ‘

“¢ ArTER a large plantation of the ¥arious fpecies
of Opuntia had been reared at Madrafs, waiting only
the arrival ot the infe@ to make it ferviceable, which
a long correfpondence of thirteen years could not
obtain, Dr Anderfon’s fo'icitations about it had al-
moft been forgotten; yet though his laborious in-
duftry and zeal for his country’s intereft, had no
other reward, the introduétion of the cochineal in-
fet imto India is entircly owing to his publicaticns on
the fubjett, which fortunately fell into the hands of
Captain Nelfon, who was then ftationed at Madr:.fs
with the 52d regiment. On the Captain’s return to
Indiain 1795, the fleet in which he failed repaired
for refrefhment to the port of Rio de Janeiro. In
his perambulations a little way out of this town, he
was attended as ufually by the centinel, when he far.-
a plantation of Opuntia with the infe& upon it. “Thls
circumftance immediately brought to his recolle&x.‘n
the ardent wifh for the importation of the infet ek-
prefled in the letters he had read at Madrafs ; ar“:f’
he conceived the hope of being able to graniy*'i‘)r}
Anderfon’s defire, by carrying fome to India with
him.

¢ A day or two previou¢ to his embarkation he
took. anotier walk to the place where he had feen
. the
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the\Opuntia or Nopal. He made bold to afk the
cultivgtors for fome of the plant, being curious, he

c’bemg the lefs fufpicious, as he was
.in his regimentals, granted his requeft They gave
him feveral plants with infeéts upon them, which he
carcfully carried aboard. Many of théfe, during the
paffage to Bengal, which was remarkably long and
tedious for fuch delicate paflengers, died. A few
infe&ts only remained alive on the laft plant, feveral
of the leaves having withered.

« Capt. Nelfon on his arrival in Calcutta. fent the
'.fu;.vivors to the Botanic Garden, where they were
diftributed on the diffcrent fpecies of the Opuntia.
This well nigh fruftrated the whole labour. On the
China and Manilla {pecics, they were found to die
faft. It fortunatcly occurred to make the trial on
4he indigenous Opuntia of Bengal. which is alfo
{bitdant in many parts of India. On this the e
f}¢ts thrived amazingly ; in fo much that from thefc
3w, in the courfe of four or five months a quantity
fad been colleCted fuflicient for diftribution among
ho withed to try the rearing of them; and fe-
veral plants upon which the infe@s werc fecding,
were fent to Madrafs.

¢ Tre novelty and importance of the objeét pro-
mifing fo fpeedy and plentiful a harveft of fortune,
engaged a multitade of individuals to undertake the
bufinefg,;
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bufinefs ; and this, no doubt, the more readily, is
the cultivation of this rich field of wealth reguired
but very little capital. Many golden dreayis were
enjoyed by the mew planters, All who h7d a mind
were provided with infects ; and ulyp:fbok planta-
tions of Opuntia. -

¢ THe anxiety and impatience natural to all, who
indulging in ardent expeftations, undertake new en-
terprifes, induced fome of the planters of the Nopal
to put the infe¢t upon it, when the plant had juft
emerged from the ground. Others, through inat-
tention, kept their infets in places too near to where
the Opuntia was growing young, ‘Which in that
tender and premature ftate was devoured by th?[“
creatures, when hard prefled by hunger. The tin-
fkilful mode of drying was likewife adopted : and
fome of thofe perfons whofe opinions lead the mul-
titude, declared in the moft decided and pofitive man-
ner, that the cochineal would never anfwer, as it

would not be found worth the trouble and expeity;
attendmg the cultivation of it. All thefe q:onﬁder .
tions damped in a great meafure the ardor of t
enterprife. Many abandoned the purfuit, and lej-
the infe@s to provide for themfelves, afier the planix
deftined for their ufe were deftroyed, wherever they
could find nourifhment. lhey were feen flying a-
bout indifcriminately .on various other plants, and
thus perithing ; while others rooted out the planta-

tions, and employed the ground for other purpofes.
“ Br-
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stmxs the difcouraging circumﬁances already

They had grewn lumpy and mufty for want of be-
ing properly driddy or thoroughly divefted of the
cottony fubftance with which the infe is covered.
But fuppofing, it was added, that a proper mode of
drying and preparing it could be found out, and the
cultivation of it brought to the greateft perfection, it
would foon overftock the market, as there is a cer-
tain quantity only, and that not very great, which
is Yequired for Europe. This would foon be fup-
plied, and lofs *inftead of gain would accrue to the
anters. This excefs, however, it was farther urged,
was’to be prefumed only in the cafe of the country
being able to fupply plants fufficient for the food of
the infet, which was very doubtful on accdunt of its
quick reprodudtion, as it fends forth a new genera-
Jion every forty days.
~—
¢ THesE with other objeétions of lefs force, may™
¢fiily be refuted by any impartial oblerver acquaint-
with the nature of the climate and foil of India,
&en, without Any kind ot knowledge of agriculture.
“In fuch a vaft extent of territory as that of the Eaft
India Company, and lying under fuch a variety of
climates, it is not furely impoffible, or very difficul¢
to find a climate and foil fitted for the naturalization
and rearing the cochincal infe€t; and where the
plants will grow to proper fize for affording it food ;
n
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in the fame manner as in the diftrifts of
where the people who take moft pains, hayt
growing to fuch a height as requires ladd
ther the infe@. Sach a ftate of -the »pfant would
check the too rapid reprodution of<the infe&, and
at the fame time fmprove its quaiity ; for it is a fadt
that the Sylvefter Cochineal, when bred upon a full
grown Nopal, lofes part of its tenacity, and grows to
double the fize of that gathered on gunny plants,
and lefs covered with the cotrony fubftance.

THe cultivation of cochineal, would in all proba-
bility be greatly favoured by the vicinity of-a hilly
country; fuch as the Boglipore, Rajahmahl, and
Purneah. It can be afcertained by good authoy+y,
that there are already in the Chittagong diftrict,
plantations of large Opuntias, which have been
growing for two years paft. Whenever the infeét
fhall be placed on thefe plants, we fhall fee cochineal
of a very good quality. The nature and habits of
_the natives, fc§m entirely calc_ulatec} for theepn-
ployment of gathering the infeét ; work that may‘be
done by old men, women, ar boys. )

< As to the drying the infe@s, there is no coundy
where the fun has fuch influence as in Bengal.. The me-
thodof drying in the fun, after fcalding the infetin hot
water, is that practifed in Mexico, and in Brazil ; the
infeéts colle€ted in wooden bowls are thereby fpread
from them on a hot dith of earthen ware, and placed

alive on a charcoal fire ; where they are flowly roaft-
S ed,
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od,\jll the downy covering difappear, and the aque-
ous jNces of the animal are wholly evaporated. Dur-
ing thid\ operation, the infe@s are conftantly fteered
about wih a tin ladle, and fometimes water is
fprinkled upan them, to prevent abfolute torrifaétion 5
which would deft troy the colour ; but a little prattice
will teach them to remove them from the fire, though
furely its barbarity ought to prevent its adoption.

¢ By an eftimate made on a large fcale, of the
neceflary expence that would attend the cultivation
of one hundred biggahs of Opuntia, it appeared that
after making every poflible allowance for ground
v rent, Ryut: gathering, and an Europcan overfeer,
and intereft on difburfement at twelve per cent. the
(?u'k;tit)r produced of grana {ylveftris during nine
months of the year, reckoning it at four ficca ru-
pees per feer of thirty-two ounces, would more than
treble the capital employed. But if this calculation
be juft in the vicinity of Calcutta, and there is no
“'yepfon to fuppofe ‘it otherwife, where labour and
giound renti s dear ; how much lefs would the whole~
expence of cultivation and preparation be, if trans-
)fe red to a greater diftance, and to the other pro-
Thces !

o W]
4

¢ WHEN the infe& has been well dried, it fhould
be packed immediately, as it might gtherwife be af-
fe@ted by the damp air of Bengal. In this bufinefs
the method ufed ip Mexico fhould be followed ;
which is to put it firft into a linen bag, covered wntl}
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% compa& net; and then over the whole ax‘l/ﬁc’s
hyde fewed fo clofely as to render it impervicus to
water :

' <« For fome of the cochineal which 1 ‘wanted for
the purpofe of making experiments, colleéted at En-
tally, two miles from Calcutta, I paid in 1796, fix~
teen rupees per feer : for the fame quantity raifed by
another planter, the foflowing year, cight rupees ;
and in 1797, I might have bought a great quantity,
part of which came one hundred miles from Calcut-
ta, at five rupees per feer.

¢ Tug improveability of the gruna fylveftria by
attention, will be afccrtained more clearly by the f
lowing fa&, than by a thdufand arguments. S¢me
merchants, at my recommendation, bought about
two hundred pounds of cochineal made at Raffa-
puglah, five miles from Calcutta, at five rupees per
feer. The fame houfe paid for feven mauns, or 280
fears, to Mr Stephens at Keerpay, .feven rupecs.{h: )
-feer, in 1797, and I can fay that it was the beft
the fort that had yet been feen in town, both for ;
fize, cleaning, and drying. )

“ Let us now fuppofe for a moment, Tach
cochineal as that made at Keerpay, to be the beft
that can ever be obtained in Bengal, and that the
above may be within a rupee, more or lefs, .the ave-
rage price. 'The grana fina, that is brought to Ben-
gal by way of Manilla, fells, when abundant, at fix-
: - teen
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teeh _tupees per feer, but oftener at nineteen and
twenty. The Bengal Sylveftris contains only from
9-16 té 1o-|6 parts of the Tolouring matter contain-
ed in the other; but fay only one half, fo that the
_manufaturer will be obliged to ufe two feers inftead
of one, the quality of the colour to be the fame,
,even at this rate, the filk manufa@ories at Bengal
might be fupplied with it, with a yearly faving. Af.
ter fupplying this market, if the quantity be increaf-
ed, there will be a demand for it in the China, and’
Englith markets, though only of the Sylvefter kind.
Suppofing it for ever to remain fuch, by leaving it to
the indolent natives only;*even this would be a great
acquifition, conﬁdgpﬂg the various ways in which it
&nbe employedfﬁy the dyers. Befides if the prices
were immedigtély to fall, fo as not to mdemmfy the
prefent freight and infurance to the private adven-
turer, how eafy would it be to reduce the infect to a
much fmaller bulk by making a lake, and producing
.carmine no lefs valuable than the grana fina.
t¢ THE overftocking of the market, however, with
a drug fo important, and of fuch extenfive ufe, is
wht 2 thing very likely foon to happen. The manu-
fdfturer wherever he fhould find it at a price would
ufe it generally, and fubftitute it in the room of
other materials for reds ; fuch as madder, redwood,
and others ufed for woollens, and filks ; befides the
great varieties of fhades from fcarfet and crimfon,
down to all thofe various tints, to be obtained by
Vou. I, Ff modifi-
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modifications of reagents from cochineal, with a il
liancy and ftability that would foon Tepay the {mall
additional expence that might be incurred by this
ﬁ,xbﬁatunon. .

“ It is a thing greatly to be withed by every
citizen' and patriot, that the Bengal: cochineal may
foon be brought to fuch a' degree ‘of perfection,
and produced in fuch plenty, as may admit of a
redution of its pricé {ufficient to induce the calicoe
printers in Europe to ufe it more commonly than
hitherto, in the dying of cotton; which open a
much wider field for its confumption. As to the
fhynefs of cotton to the admiffion ‘ of this animal
colour, it is not an, obftacle that ought by apr
means to be confidered as infurmountable, in “the
prefent flate of cliemiftry, advancing fo rapidly to
farther improvements, and particularly -applying,
with vaft fuccefs, many of its operations to the
art of dying. The few unfuccefstul aggéehpts made .
byt manufaturers, and chemifts, to this coleur
“on cotton, have been defeated more by the. dear-
nefs of the drug, than by any impraicability of
the defign. 'This exhauﬁed at once the purle and.:
the patience, both of the artift and chemift ; '.\J d
precludcd that continuation, repctmon, and dwerﬁ-
cation of experxment which is ncccﬁ"ary to the
completion of new inventions. .

. %It was updn cotton that the ~Spaniafds firft
faw
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faw the cochineal vfed in Mexico; but for want
of preparation, -it produced but a dull crimfon.
When fome of the dried Bengal infet was thew-
ed to the Vakeel of the Rajah of Napal, refiding
as minifter to .our Government at Calcutta, he
foon-knew it, and declared, that it was always ufed
in dying his country robes'and turbans. The op-
portunity’ arifing from the management of ‘a chintz
manufatory, induced -me to make fome trials of
cochineal in eotton cloth and thread. By thefe it
was afeertained, that the quantity of colouring
matter, contained in the Bengal cochineal of
1766, compared with the granma fina, was from
nine or eleven, to fixteen. 1 then repeated as
fr as the chemical rcagents, to be obtained in
India, .would permit, various expenments of the
kind mentioned by Dr. Barcroft, in his firft vas
lume of the philofophy of faft colours, and near-
ly with the fame fuccefs in variety of fhades and
degrees of permanency. From thefe experiments
therc refulted two confiderable benefits to that nfa-
nufadtory : The firft was, that I was induced to
make an addition of a certain quantity of pow-
dered cochineal to the morinda root, for the fine
«/Bths and muflins that were to undergo the boil
ing procefs in the vat:- The feconll, I was led to
mix with the bafis for printing reé, (alum), a de-
coftion of cochineal, infteadsof tBe ‘Turmeri¢, or
red wood, formerly ufed by-printers in tracing their
defigns., © This laft fublftitite was’only boiled ‘in

. fimple
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fimple morinda, and the other with the addition
of cochineal. By this procefs deep and brilliant reds
were obfained, fuch as had not hitherto been feen
in Bengal.

THE cultivation, therefore, of-the cochineal in-
fe&, is an obje& worthy of .all the countenance and
care of Government. The attempts towards its na-
turalization ought .not by any means to be aban-
doned, but continued with all perfevering induftry,
and unwearied attention, to every circumitance that
may promote fo important a branch of commerce.
For this article we fend annually immenfe fums to
the Spaniards. Not only might this expence be
faved to Britain; but, in due time, the reft of the
world might be fupplied from the Bengal produce
of this valuable commodity. It is in the recollec-
tion of moft people converfant with India affairs,
how the firft fpecimens of indigo fent home from
Bengal were depreciated and rejefted: Hence the
cyltivation of it was obftrutted for fome years.
But when it began to be attended to in 1780, and

1782, by people who were acquainted gl -the
beft modes of manufaluring it, it was idggroved

with fuch rapidity, that in 1790 fomé of the Bewgal
indigo was judged to be equal to the Guatimala,
and bore the fame price. The quantity fent home
in the year 1795, and 1796, was far beyond what
had ever been imported into the port of kondon
from all the world, and more than is required for

' b A the
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the annual confumption of Europe. The ufe of in-
digo in the dye-houfe is very circumfcribed, and
confined chiefly to the colaurs of blue and groen.
It gives alfo a few finer blacks, with lilac grounds;

but it cannot, like cochineal, be applied to the va-
rious principal colours, as crimfon, fcarlet, purple,
and to all the intermediate fhades.

or



OF THE LABOUR ABSTRACTED BY THE DIAMOND MINES.

460000 a0t

Mirzapore, 1798,

A coNSIDERABLE. portion of the rural labour of
Hindoftan, is abftratted from agriculture, its proper
object, and employed in the diamond mines. Of
the four principal mines, that at Roalconda, five
days journey from Golconda, is the moft antient ;
for Tavernier fays that it was difcovered two hun-
dred years before his time. Around the place where
the diamonds are found in this mine, the ground is
fandy, and full of rocks, in which thcre are veinsof
half a finger, to a whole finger in width, The
miners make ufe of irons with hooks at the end, with
which they pick out the earth or fand, from thefe
veins, which they put into tubs, and among that
carth they find the diamonds,

THERE
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Tuere are feveral diamond cutters at this mine,
but none of them have above one mill, which is of
fleel. Tavernier, who is a~judge of this fubje&,
afferts that the natives cannot give that lively. polifh
to the ftones which the Europeans do, yet they can
cut fome which our, lapidaries will not undertake.

THERE are two kinds of merchants employed in
this traflic; the one takes a portion of the ground,
and employs miners to dig, paying a duty to the
King of four pagodas per day, for every hundred
men employed in the works ; the other clafs of mer-
chants arc merely purchafers of the ftones from the
firft, and theyealfo pay a duty to the king of two
per cent. for all that they buy.

Or this latter clals was M. Tavernier, who has
given by far. the moft dJetailed and authentic ac-
count of this trade that has yet reached Europe.
He had made,many different journeys to the different
mines of India, and in this traffic accumulated an
immenfe fortune,

T i8 very pleafing, he obferves, to fee the
yosfg childrere of the merchants, and other people
of the country, who feat themfelves under a tree in a
fquare of the town; and though not older than fifteen
or fixteen years, and many ftill youpger, they make
bargains with perfet fkill and exallnefs. Each has
his diamond weights, and a bag hanging by one fide,
with a purfe at the other; thus he fits expetting his

cuftomers,’
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cuftomers, who come. to fell. When any perfon
brings a ftone, it is put into the hands of the eldeft
of thefe boys, who fits as a kind of chief, and after
having examined it, paffes it to the reft one after
another, till all have feen it, when it is again return-
ed to him. Meanwhile not a word is fpoken; till
he demand the price, with a view to purchafe it, if
poffible ; and fhould he buy it too dear, it is on his
own account. In the evening the children compute
what they have laid out ; then examine their ftones,
and clafs them according to their water, their weight
and cleannefs : they then carry them to the great
merchants, who have generally large parcels to
match. The profit is then divided 4mong the chil-
dren equally ; only the chief among them has ong
fourth per cent. more than the reft.”

Tuz bargains made by the great merchants, both
Mahommedans and Hindoos, are tranfafted with pe-
culiar fecrecy and dexterity. The buyer and feller
fit oppofite to each other, and without fpeaking a
word, the one of the two opens his girdle, the feller
tikes hold of the purchafer’s hand, and with it he
covers it as well as his own, and according té diffe-
rent figns made by the touch, perfé@tly underfr®od
by the parties, the bargain is concluded. Thus in
the fame place, a parcel may be fold feveral times,
without“any one prefent knowing that it hath been
fold at all, or for how much. -

As
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As the value of thefe mines deperids mmieh upon
the fecurity and profeftion given tothe poschafers
who refort to them; the mative governments have,
afforded this with much folicitude. A pamcldar
perfon is appointed to weigh 2ll the diamonds, to
preclude all impofition in this particular; fervants
.are appointed to every confiderable merchant during
his ftay, to guard both his money and effects, and
not unfrequently an efcort is allowed him tlll ke
reach the frontiers of the kingdom.

Tre lot of the poor natives, who work the mines,
though well fkilled in their bufinefs, is invariably a
hard one. ‘L'heir wages never exceed three pagodas
in the year ; a fubfiftence fo fcanty almoft comspels
them to difhenefty. Accordingly they make little
fcruple, as often as with fafety they can, to hide a
ftone for their own profit. As they are perfeétly
naked, except the fihall rag around their middle,
this can hardly be done but by f{wallowing the
ftones; and this being dete€ted they have been
known to fecrete them in the corner of the eye. To
prevent thefts, twelve or fifteen -out of fifty are bound
to by fecurity for the honefty of the reft, to the
great merchant who employs them. - y

ABouT feven days journey eaft §from Golconda,
lies the mine of Colour, or Ganj, af it is called by
the Hindoos. This mine was difcovered about an
hundred years later than that of Roalconda, by a
peafant while he Was preparing ground to fow millet,

Yor,. 11, Gg who'
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who found at’ the foot of a high mountain a glitter- ‘
ing ftone, as he thought, but on prefenting ‘it at
Golconda to a diamond merchant, he was informed
of its quality and value.

THE report of this trader in diamonds, who had
not before feen one of fo great weight, made much
noife in the country, and engaged the monied men in
the vicinity to fearch the ground, 'where they found,
and ftill find many of greater fize than at any other
mine. . Here are produced a number of ftones from
ten to forty carats, and among them fome larger,
partlcularly that prefented to Aurengzebe, weighing
nine hundred carats. In this mine Ythe earth is dug
to a confiderable depth, carried to a fpot prepared
for the purpofe, and there wafhed, and winnowed.
The men, women, and children employed in thefe
Jabours, when the place was firft vifited by Tavernier,
amounted to upwards of fixty thoufand; and many
fuperftitious ceremonies were employed to engage
their diligence and fidelity to their fupgriors.

Tre third mine is that of Sumbulpour,. lying
thirty cofs fouth of Rhotas, on the conﬁnes on Bene
gal. The name is the fame with ‘that of a M ge
town on the river Gouel, in the fands of which the
diamonds are found. After the great rains arg over,
they wait for two months till the water becomes
clear, and the river has fubfided fo low- as i fome
places to Jeave the fand dry, in other places covering
it onlx a few mches. This happens about the c‘:ndf

o
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of January, when workers flock o it from Sumbul-
pour, and the neighbouring towns, to the amount of
eight thoufand perfons, men, women, and children.

THev fearch the river from the town of Sumbul-
pour, up to its very fources in the mountains, through
- atra& of an hundred miles. Thofe who are fkilled
in this bufinefs know from the appearance of the
fand whether it contains any diamonds ; when there
is reafon to believe that there are any, they enclofe
the place with ftakes and faggots, and draw out the
fand for two feet deep. This fand they. work, fift,
and winnow, as at the other mines. ¢ From this
river, fays Tavernier, come all thofe fair Points called
Natural Points, but a-large ftone is feldom found
here.”

Tue fourth diamond mine was in the Carnatic;
.but was ordered to be fhut up by Mirgi Mola, the
famous General of Aurengzebe, on account, as it
is faid, of the yellownefs of the dnamonds, and the
foulnefs of the ftones.

T}(E hardnefs, luftre, and beauty of the diamond,
have conferred on it a very high value as an orna.
ment among all nations ; but no where has it been
prized more than in the Mogul témtones Rich
prefents of thefe ftones to the. Soierelgn, have al-
ways paved the way to rank and préferment. Hence
the value of jewels and precious ftones accumulated
by the Emperors has: been immenfe, In the time

of
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of Tavernier, one {toue in the poffeflion of the Great
Mogul, weighed 279 9-16 carats, and was valued
by him at 11,728,278 livres, or nearly half a million
fterling. During the reign of Acber, which was be-
foredhe period when the empire reached its fummit,
either of wealth or fplendour, the vaft treafures of
the monarch were preferved in twelve diftin& of-
fices, three of which were occupied by the jewels and
plate only. To each treafury a Tepukchy and Da-
rogha were appointed, who claffed the jewels in a re-
gular manner, accorging to their kind and value,
and they were always ready to render an exat ac-
count daily or monthly of their application or expen-
diture. Concerning the different regulations of the
mint and jewel office, the author of the Ayeen Ac-
bery is more full and luminous, than upon any other
department of the internal economy of that great
empire.
~ Tur Moguls were ne lefs curious in other gems
thaf in the diamond : Emeralds, topages, faphires,
and pearls, always occupied a confiderable part of the
jewel office ; and their value was greater than that of
the diamond. Confidering the f{mall progrefd, that
chemiltry had then made in any part of the wo?ld,
their knowledge of gems and of the precious’ metals
may be regarded as-both.accurate and extehfive,
The methods laid down for refining gold and filver,
by Abul Fazel, rather refemble the accyracy of a
profeﬂional man, than the ideas of a nobleman treat-
m‘i generally of the ﬁate of the trf.afury No lefs
’ than
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than twelve different degrees of finenefs of gold,
called barrah banny, are diftin@ly noted in hu book ;
and the method of afcertammg cach degree in any
given fpecimen, is accurately Jaid down,

- Ters pradtical habit of afcertaining the goodnefs of
,coins, or the finenefs of jewels, is an atrainment in
which Europeans are at prefent far outdone by the
natives. ‘Their fkill in this matter is fo decidedly fu-
perior, that every European whofe tranfaétions are
confiderable, retains a native writer, or Bannian,
who receives payments for him, and who is anfwer-
able for the fufficiency of the money of which he ac-
cepts. In moft of the great towns of Hindoftan,
gems and precious {tones are procurable as a mer-
cantile commodity ; but an European without pro-
feflional knowledge, and much experience in this
traffic, could not fafely enter into competition with
the native merchants.

ANOTHER, caufe of the abftra@ion of ufeful hands
from agriculture, is the pearl fithery. The'natives
employed in this trade are very numcrous, while the
druddery they fuffer is far more mnhealthy and pe-
rilous than that of the diamond miges.

THE Ihell-ﬁlh which prodnces his jewel, is the
Mytilus margaritiferus, which is d adhering to
the coral banks along the fhores of hmvelly It is
fithed by the natives, who aflemble in fmall boats
from dxfferent quarters, at two feafons of the y:a;" ;

> the
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the firft continues during March and April ; the fe-
cond during Auguft and September. After each
fithing a numerous fair is held for the fale of the
produce. Seven different villages. {kirting the fea,
of which Tutocorin is the chief, have long been
famous for a numerous population fubfifting by this
traffic ; but if we may judge from their toils and.
their dangers, their condition cannot be envied.

Tue divers fink themfelves to the bottom gene-
rally at the depth of twelve fathoms, by means of a
ftone faftened to their feet, and from habit can re-
main under water till they fill their bag with fhells ;
this effetted, by a twitch of the rope they make a
fignal for being drawn up. The fpace of eight or
ten minutes has fcarcely elapfed when thefe miferable
divers again plunge into the fea, to repeat the fame
talk, which continues during the whole fithing fea-
fon. This is the Keavu€noic 7v #wixe of Arrian,
which from his time to the prefent day has contftituted
- the drudgery of an unhappy race, who are thus ex-
pofed not mercly to the danger of cold and fuffoca-
tion, but to the voracity of the fhark, who devours
many of their numbers, in {pite of the Abn[;kq:m,
or magicians, whom they fuperﬁltlouﬂy employ to
charm them.

S . ,

* Tue fith when colleéted, are left in vaft heaps to

putrify upon the fhore ;-and thus fever, dyfentery,
and a new feries of calamity is generated among the
adventurers ; who, after all this rifk and toil, pocket
' but
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but fmall gains from a traffic, the fuccefs of which
is very precaricus. The peagls in general found are
fmall, called feed pearls, and fold by the ounce ; the
larger pearls which. fometimes conftitute a prize in
this hazardous lottery, are of immenfe value, and
have continued in high eftimation fince the earlieft
times. A fingle one prefented by Julius Ceefar to
Servilia, the, mother of Brutus, has been eftimated at
above forty-eight thoufand pounds; others of ftill
higher value are figured by Tavernier, particularly
that great pearl which hung from the neck of the
artificial peacock, which furmounted the diamond
throne of Aurengzebe.

DESCRIPTION



DESCRIPTION OF THE FORT, AND OE THE ADJACENT
COUNTRY.

Allahabad, Fuly 9, 1798.

TuE cultivation of the land goes forward here with a
greater degree of fuccefs, than, from previous infor-
mation refpeéting the province, I had reafon to ex-
pect. Durmg a fhort ride in the morning, you may
obferve in this feafon nearly an hundred ploughs at
work : thefe are however, if poffible, of a mere auk-
ward, and inefficient ftru&ure than thofe I have al-
ready defcribed: the whole plough and ha'x:lefs is
daily carried to the field by the ploughman, who is
fometimes a flender boy. '
» ,

THE fetting in of the rain, is every where the
commeficement of the ploughing feafon ; during the
dry weather, the foil becomes too hard to be pene-

trable by an implement fo paultry as an Hindoftanee
: .plough.
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plough. The fugar plantations, of which there are
a few here, are an exception to this. Thefe are
watered, and confequently can be drefled earlier.
At prelent they are in great forwardnefs, overtop-
ping, by the hei ht of a yard. the fmall fences by
which they are inclofed. Wheat, bajerrow, and In-
dian corn, are other crops of this feafon pretty well
"advanced, having already received one weeding.

SomEe inanure is here laid upon the ground, not
cows Ju:g ; that is too precious ; but any kind of
filii or rubbith which can be colletted i u farm.
yard. [I'lus is carried out in batkets, bornc not on
the back, as is» done by our Higaland dan.lels, but
on the head. Among fuch barbarous ufages, it is
not worth while to make comparifons ; yct in the
quantity carried, the Highlanders have a decided fu-
periority, over a race where feeblenefs and want of
energy, as well as ftrength, is confpicuous in every
thing.

A perfon is hurt to record fuch proceedings ; they
derive importance however from the confideration,
that {ich fervile drudgery conftitutes the lot of, per-
haps, the far greater part of the human race. Could
you imagine it, even in the®e humble toils, and in
this obfc.ire deftiny, the peafgnt is infecure. When
he goes <b-0ad to the m.rket, or to refume his la-
bour in the field, he ‘arms_himlelf according to his

*circumftances, with a tulwar *a fpcar, or a blud-
geon and trufts more for protection againft violence

Vor. 1L Hh * to
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to the ftrength of his individual arm, than the gene-
ral police of the country.

AmonG the early Romans, we are told, that every
ftranger was an enemy, and that by one word they
exprefled both Here a man’s enemy is perhaps his
neareft neighbour: when, therefore, he leaves his
houfe, he prepares himfelf for what frequently hap-
pens, an encounter with thieves and robbers *.

THE inhabitants of Oude, in their political affo-
ciation, if a ftate of anarchy can merit fuch a name,
are in that condition which was decreed as a curfe
upon the defcendants of Efan; ¢ their hand is a-
gainft every man, and every man’s hand is againft
them.” They have atually before their eyes, what
the celebrated demagogue only had in beatific vi-
fion; a view of fociety reduced toits ¢ firft prin-
ciples.” Each individual here travels either with
the profpeét of defending’ himfelf againft robbers, or
of affuming himfelf that perilous vocation. Hence
every man who has been abfent for any confiderable
time, has a facrifice offered to the gods for his fafety,
if haply he return fafe to his family t.

¢ THUS

# ¢ Why are ye comc out againlt me with {wards and
flaves, as againit a thief and a robber " is a queftion you may
here put to almoft every” man yon meet ; for by every dhe you
are held in fufpicion. .

+ Migs Scir Mutagherin, by Golim Hoflein Kban,



' INDIAN RECREATIONS. 243

Taus within the fhort period of a man’s life, fell
fuddenly to pieces the great empire of Hindoftan, al-
moft without external violence; like an animal body
in the lateft ftage of putrifaltion, from the extent and
maturity of corruption that pervaded the whole of its

-members. Every province, almoft every diftrict,
difplayed a faithlefs fervant of the empire, or fome
adventurous chief ufurping abfolute power; and
pradtifing all the extravagancies of an unprincipled
mind on its fudden elevation to the plenitude of def-
potifin. While you, therefore, inveigh in fuch im-
preflive terms againft European rapacity in the Eaft,
we, who are on the fpot, content onrfelves with-the
humble perfulifion, that for a country in fuch a ftate
to be poffefled by a Britith army is a kind difpenfation
of the Ruler of nations.

It is felt and acknowledged as fuch by the natives
themfelves. The protettion it affords gives them an
opportunity of laying afide their {words and fpears ;
or, if you pleafe, of literally ¢ turning them into
ploughfhares.” With regard to myfelf. that convic-
tion has not arifen from books, but from ocular de-
monitration.

Tue working cattle are a fmall fpecies of oxen, of
a hardy breed, as the ufage they endure abundantly
teftifies. That fuperftitious. veneration paid to the
cow, does not always enfure humane treatment to
this animal ; fo loofe is the conneétion between re-
ligious belief and moral condu&. Black cattle dur-

g
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ing the dry feafon ate {o poorly fed, that they barely
furvive, A dozen of mitk cows will hurily cqual
the produce of 2 {'ngle one ot your’s, eréher in the
article 'of cheefe or butter.

Tue buffalo fecins here an ufeclefs animal ; it en-
ters not the draught, and not oft¢n carries burdens ;
a coarfe kind of rancid ghee is the only vivre it
feems to afford. The goat, however, feems to-attam
the full perfe&tion of the fpecies. While the grafs is
‘burnt up by the exceflive heat, it nibbles fuccefsfully
among the roots for a fubfiftence At prefent while
the moifture produces abundant vegetation, it wal-
lows in fo great plenty that the dug is"diftended fo as
to drag upon the ground.

"IN Allahabad, the breed of fheep is fmall even for
India ; and the fleece confifts of a coarfe black hair,
altogether unfuitable for cloth  Of this harfh ftuff,
however, fuch as it is, fmall rugs are made for the
fhepherds to fhelter them from the rains, and to
wrap their body during the night. Under thefe you
fee them fhivering in the fields ; follaWed by a few
fheep, or tending hogs. This laft is the 'moft hu-
miliating condition to which either' a Hindoo ora
Muffulman can be reduced. And as the Jews had
fimilar prejudices, the prodigal muft have bten in
great diftrefs before he fubmitted to his patron, who
¥¢ fent him into the field to feed {wine.”

THs
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"Twe wages of thefe ¢ hired fervants,”’ are fo ex-
tremely finall, that there ig little diffioulty in -believ-
ing that they are fometimes reduced to the neceflity
of participating jn hufks with the animals they tend.
It is certam that even in the times of plenty, our
grooms have been found -eating the horfes rgeat, al-
though their wages are regularly paid, and amount
to double the price of country labour.

In this diftri&, the whole ftodk of a farmer is not
perhaps worth eight rupees ; when the price of his
cattle is included, it ftill amounts only to a paultry
fum., He-is unfafe in laying out mqney on his farm,
and he does nbdt attempt it. The beft informed na-
tive I have had the opportunity of confulting, aflures
me that the ‘Ryut ‘has no fecurity whatever in the
pofleflion, ne more than his fuperiors the Aumil and
Zemindar.

THE rents are levied by an irregular banditti, ‘un-
der the denomination of an army, who drive away
the whole of a village, burn the houfes to the ground,
and carry -off the women and children. An aion
of this kind happened in ‘the morning on the fame
ground which our army occupied in the evening,
during our march to this place from Lucknow.

Ir the ftock of the farmer be infecure, money lent
is almoft equally fo. .A man who poffefles any thing
beyond a mere fubfiftence, is induced to expend it

-wn perfonal ornaments ; rings for his wife’s nofe
' * and
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and ears; or bangles for her ankles. Thus the
whole property of a family is generally borne on the
back of its members. Whatever is not difpofed ot
in this way is hid in the ground. There are tradi-
tions of money being concealed under this fort, and
almoftgall the great buildings in India. Though I
am apt to believe that fuch reports are often current
without any foundation in truth, it is certain the Be-
gum of Azof Dowlah paid the demands of the Com-
pany made upon her hufband, by treafure thus de-

pofited.

SuE fent an, eunuch with certain dire&ions, into a
rugged ficld with a ftring, which he fixed upon a peg
he found there; from this he ftept backwards, keep-
ing the peg in the fame line with his eye, and a third
objet mentioned in his diretion. When he had
extended his line to a certain maik, he there ftopt,
and ordered the ground to be opened, when twenty-
three lacks of rupees were taken up.

A few perfonal ornaments are therefore the whole
wealth, even of the better fort of Ryuts; and this
wealth flows in the fame channel with his affeGions.
A -favourite child, is frequently decorated with rtalif
mans of filver hung round his neck, or tied to his
arms. Thefe, according to the popular creed, are of
power to repel all the machinations of demons, and
to ward off all that hoft of ills which fleth is
heir to.” “1he Muffulmans indulge the fame fuper-

ftition, and are equally confident that they derive
the
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the fame advantages by inclofing in the tnnkets a
few holy texts from the Coran.

THE fort of Allahabad, from its fituation at the
confluence of the two facred ftreams, the Jumna
and the Ganges, has.a high reputation. It is rgforted
to, as well as Benares and Gyah, by great numbers
of devout pilgrims from all parts of India. There is
at prefent an encampment of four thoufand Mahrat-
tas from the diftant province of Guzarat. They are
the retinue of a pious widow, who has travelled thus
far with the bones of her hufband, with a view to
immerfe them at the point of junion of the two
holy ftreams. *

EacH individual pilgrim avails himfelf of this op-
portunity of wathing away, not merely his fins, but
all filthinefs of the flefh, by this ufeful ablution. The
ceremony of purification is performed by fhaving
every part of the body by the hands of a Brahmin,
and afterwards bathing. A fmall offering for this
ineftimable privilege is prefented to the officiating
priefts of the place. Next to their intereft, that of
the prmce is confulted in thefe ceremonies. A {mall
tax muft be paid to the Nabob of Oude for their ad-
miffion to the fpot. This tax amounts annually to a
confiderable fum, with the colleétion of which the
Britith have avoided all interference fince their ac-
quifition of the fort. It is farmed out at a certain
fum to a native, who annually remlts the amount to
the Lucknow treafury. .
‘Tsose
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Tuose officers, whofe apartments are near the
point of junflion, are not a little anaoyed by the
midnight orifons of thefe devotees. Their howlings
under the windows, rather refemble the noife of a
madhoufe, or the wailings of defpair, than the afpi-
rations of fober piety.

WHAT is ftill more embarraffing, part of thefe
ceremonies muft be performed in a vaft fubterraneous
cave, in the miadle of the fort, which is fupported
by pillars, and extends far and wide in every direc-
tion. This noifome dungeon, which affords to un-
believers an image of the gate of 'l'artarus, rather
than the porch of Paradile, leaves the caves of the
fybils far behind it in every thing tremendous and
difgufting; and is faid to be infelted by fnakes and
noifome reptiles, and to penetrate under ground as
far as Delhi. The popular legends of every coun.
try are thus marvellous and ablurd.

It is certain, however, that the heat, and fuffo-
cating vapours, which continually exhale from it, is
likely to prove fatal to the worfhippers; they are
feen fanning each other after returning from vifiting
it, with all the fymptoms of having inhaled a noxious
atmofphere. In a few minutes my curiofity was li-
terally stifled ; 1 returned fatisfied with enjoying a
Pifgah view of thefe difagreeable manfions of ftench
and devotion. ‘

Tag
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,' Tae pilgrims, to b‘ admitted into this cave, muft
‘enter the gate of the fort ;.and as piety has frequent-
ly been employed as a cloak for cunning, the guard
muft be vigilant, and of greater ftrength than might
otherwife be required. Our recent pofleffion -of ' a
place, where the.fuperior ranks may be jealous of
our incroachments, or envious of our power, de-
mands peculiar circumfpeCtion. The Greeks, we
are told, entered Troy under pretence of devotion ;
and as the Muflulmans are not more celebrated for
honeft dealing than the Greeks, our Commanding
Officer muft be commended for refpe&ting a caution
which they delpifed :—*¢ Timeq Danaos et dona fe-
rentes.”’

ReL1cious fear is alone capable of extorting cafh
from a Hindoo ; for of all the trials of his faith and
patience, that is the moft fevere which touches the
purfe, and the only dificulty the Brahmin has to en-
counter is to thruft his fingers there. An obftinate
ftruggle between avarice and piefy was lately exhi-
bited by a large party of Mahrattas, about 12,000,
who arrived here a few months ago. The Brah.

- mins were offered four or five thoufand rupces in the

name of the whole caravan; while a larger fum
was demanded on their part, accompanied with a
threat of excluding the pilgrims:from the holy pre-
cindls, if it was not immediately paid down. I'bis
had little effe@, till 2 Brahmin, who knew his monde,
offered to cut off one of his thumbs from his hand.
Had this been the confequence of their obftinacy,

Vor. H. 1i +  they
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they muft not only have loft §heir caft, but accorhr
ing to their own creed, the blood of this holy man,
muft have been expiated by their -whole pofterity.'
Such fins of fathers are vifited upon their children,
not for two or three generations, but ad infinitum.

In comparifon with fuch a deftiny as this, the fam
demanded was but a tritle; to the good pilgrims it
appeared {o ; and they inftantly paid it down.

Some of thefe viftims of fuperftition annually.
drown themfelves at the junftion of the ftreams ;
and this being the moft acceptable of all offerings, it
is performed with much folemnity. The perfon who
thus undertakes a journey to the manfion of blifs,
muft prefent a larger fum to the priefts, than the
common herd of pilgrims. The rapidity with which
the vi&tim finks, is regarded as a token of his fa-
vourable acceptance by the god of the river. To
fecure the good inclination of the deity, they carry
out the devoted perfon to the middle of the ftream,
after having faftened pots of carth to his feet.

Trne furfounding multitude on the banks, are de-
voutly contemplating the ceremony, and applauding
the conftancy of the vi¢tim; who, animated by their
admiration, and the ftrength of his own faith, keeps
a fteady and refolute countenance, till he arrives at
the fpot, when he fprings from the boat, and is in-
ftantly fwallowed up an¥idft univerfal acclammations.
Five or fix different perfons of either fex, have,

' fince
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ce our arrival, in défiance of nature, thus boldly
natched the crown of martyrdom, .

BurNING a wife on the funeral pile of her huf-
band, is certainly the moft painful exation ever
made by fuperftition on human ignorance. It
feems, however, to be outdone by this more fplen-
" did effort of fanatical zeal ; and drowning at -Ale
lahabad appears to have fuperfeded the ufe of the
funeral pile.  Of the latter T have heard but one
inflance fince our arrival in thefe proviuces.

IN a country where the defpot is every thing,
and the people nothing, immenfe public buildings
are ereCted by the labour of his flaves. 'Lhe fort
of Allahabad, after all the cheapncfs of labour,
muft have coft milliohs. It is faid to have been
.undertaken during the later years of Acber’s reign,
and to have been continued by feveral of his fuc-
ceffors. It is an immenfe ftruture, fo deeply
founded on the brink of the two rivers, as to bid
defiance to the aifaults of both.

THrre is perhaps no building of equal fize in
Europe; this, however, is all that can be faid in
its praife; for it has not even the appearance of
being capable of holding out againft a battering
train. It is as deftitute of elegance as of ftrength;
for though it contains an Imperial palace, and o-
ther ornamental buildings, it prefents no idea to

' the
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. ,"
the beholder but that of the monarch’s power and
his want of tafte,

Tue Royal palace, and its twelve adjacent
fquares, are a complete model of an Afiatic ze-
nana. The upper rooms of the Impenal apart-
ment command a view into each fquare, where
‘probably were lodged the choiceft beauties from
the twelve foubudaries of the empire,

It is probable that this building, large as it
certainly is, never contained one half of the wives
of Acber; fince it feems by the reprefentation
given by Abul Fazel, to be only s miniature of
the Haram at Agra, his ordinary refidence. The
Haram there, he fays, ¢ is of fuch immenfe extent,
as to contain a feparate room for every one of
the women, whofe number exceeds five thoufand.
They are divided into companies, and a proper
‘employment is affigned to each individual. Over
each of the companies a woman is appointed Dg-
rogha ; and one is feleCted for the command .of
the whole, in order that the affairs of the Haram
may be condufted with the fame regularity and
good government as the other departments of the
itate. .

« Every one receives a ftated falary, equal to
hggmerit. The pen ‘cannot meafure the extent of
tebe Emperor’s largefles ; but the ladies of the firft

e ) quality
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fality receive a montr‘y ftipend, from 1610 rupees,
own to 1028, Somé of the principal fervants of
he prefence, have from fifty-one down to twenty
rupees ; and others are paid from twenty rupees up
to forty. .

. % AN eftimate of the annual expences of the Ha-
"ram being drawn out, the Mufhreff writes a draft
for the amount, which is counterfigned by the Mi-
nifters of State ; after which it is paid in a coin that
his Majefty has caufed to be ftruck folely for this
purpofe. This money is paid by the 3rand Trea-
furer to the Paymafter-General of thc Palace; and,
upon’a written order fent by the Mufhreff of the
gate, it is diftributed among the interior paymafters
of the Haram, and by them paid to the different fer--
vants thereof.

¢ Tre infide of the Haram is guarded by women,
and about the gate of the royal apartments are placed
the moft confidential. Immediately’ on the outfide
of the gate, watch the eunuchs of the Haram, and
at proper diftances are ftationed the Rajpoots ; be-
yond Whom are the porters of the gates; and on the
outfide of the inclofure, the Omrahs, the Ahdeans,
and other troops, mount guard accordmg to their
('ank ”» .

¢ WaeNEVER the Begums,' or wives of the Om-
rahs, or other women of charater,'want to pay their
compliments, they firft notify their defire to thofe
»  who
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who wait on the outfide, and from thence their ge-
queft is fent in writing to the officers of the plavg\:,
after which they are permitted to enter the Hara

And fome women of rank obtain permiffion to re-
main there for the fpace of a month.

¢ But befides all the precaﬁtions above defcrib-

ed, his Majefty depends on his own vigilance, and
that of his guards.”

THZ



THE ANTIQUITY OF THE PLACE.
eecesscsnsne

Allahabad, 1798,

THE antiquity of this city is fupported not only by
the tales of ancient tradition, but by large fields of
rubbifh, which feem to atteft its former fplendour,
as well as its remote origin. The foil for feveral
miles, s the vicinity of the fort, confifts of ‘mortar,
broken pottery, and brick-duft. The names of
Neah Saar, and Pouranah Saar, are flill kept up in
the language of the place; and Piague was the an-
tient name which diftinguithed both of thefe flourith.
ing towns, which probably occupied tHefe extenfive
fields of ruins. 'I'he fituation of Allahabad being a-
like convenient for the purpofes of internal com.
merce and defence, muft have early pointed it out as
an eligible fite for a town; and this circumftance
affords no fmall probability to the reports of its for-
mer importance.

Tri
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THE prefent city, which ‘hs probably of the f' ‘ne
date with the garrifon, (the latter end of Acbeifs
reign ) exhibits that piture of poverty, ruin, and de._
folation, which they only can form an idea of who
have vifited the towns of India. The men, trade{men,
bullock drivers, merchants, ahd mechanics of every
delcription, neceflary to the building of this immenfe
garrifon, will hardly admit of a fmaller population
than twenty thoufand inhabitants to the city. For
‘many years after, as this place continued to be the
capital of a rich foubadary of the empire, this popu.
lation probably increafed. At prefent though the
ftraggling huts cover a fpace of five miles, the inha-
bitants cannot much exceed fixteen thoufand. Nine
tenths of all the bulldmgs are of mud, reared upon
the foundations of more fubftantial edifices of brick,
which have long fince fallen to decay.

The far greater part of the inhabitants of India,
as well as of this city, may be faid literally to dwel!
in, boufes of clay. The walls are conftruéted of the
common {oil dug from the {pot, and wrought up into
a coarfe mortar, by being mixed with water and
brick-duft. A fmall ftratum is added to the wall
day after day, till the whole is completed. This pre-
caution is neceffary ; fince the wall without obtain-
ing hardnefs and confiftency from the fun, dould not
fuftain ts own weight.  {hus the Hindoo Quilds his
humble dwellin;; with the fame materials, and after-
the fame method with the fwallow ; the only diffe-
rcnce feems to be that the latter, tayght by nature,
: claims
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ﬁaims greater antiq jmy, and a-greater fhare of ori-
inality of invention ;' the former beipg evxdent& ‘the
copyift in this ufeful art.

THE buildinés are all erefted according to the ca-
-price or conveni¢nce of each individual, who is
guided by no rules either of tafte or general police in

* the fize, form, or fituation of his dwelling. Hence
the ftreets are fometimes wide, but oftener wretched-
ly narrow; and they crofs each other in all dircc-
tions with an irregularity which baffles defcription.
This motely affemblage of houfes, each roofed with
tlles, or with a coarfe thatch covering, to defend it
from"the fun and rains, conftitutes the delightful
toute enfemble of one of our largeft provincial cities.
That curfe originally pronounced againft difobe-
dience, feems here to affect the houfes, as well as
their owners : for nearly one half of this town con-
fifts of naked walls, unroofed, and uninhabited, and
faft crumbling down into that ¢ dust ** from which
they were originally taken. .If there be any excep-
tion from this obfervation, it is claimed by the Shroffs
or bankers, and a few of the merchants. Their Se-
rais of inns, feem to afpire to a fort of pre-eminence,.
in wretchednefs, from their total want of furniture,,
and their peculiar marks of defolation. -In thefe,
however, you may fometimes obferye a confiderable
number of travellers regaling thenifelves with their
Hookahs, and retailing the neiavs of the day with
equal fluency, as your beft coffechoufe politicians,
and like them deciding on the fate of nations, and

Vour. IL Kk *  the-
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the condu&t of ftatefmen, with,that happy conﬁden\‘c
which i ignorance or opinion algnc can infpire. If th
removal of pain and laffitude be an enjoyment, and
if a profound infenfibility to paﬁ or future evil be a
pleafure, thefe Muffalmans are among the happieft
of mortals. They drown care by intoxication with
opium, as effeCtually as Horace or Anacreon could
effett it with wine ; and though hoftile to our fyftem,
they too literally fulfil one of its precepts; ¢ they
take no thought for to-morrow.”

THe only buildings in this vicinity, which have
the {fmalleft pretenfions to magnificence, are the Ce-
"meteries of the: Mahommedans ; who, with a pre-
ofterous folicitude, beftow more care and expence
on the abodes of the dead than of the living. The
finer maufeoleums of Sultan Chufero, and fome other
individuals of the imperial family, are ftately edifices
adorned with jet-d’eaus, and furrounded with a begu-
tiful garden of ten acres of land. The fums necef-
fary for keeping in repair thefe monuments of impe-
rial grandeur, being long fince withheld, they are ra-
pidly haftening to decay. In different parts, the fu-
burbs of Allahabad are occupied by numberlefs
tombs of Mahommedan faints, each provided with a2~
fmall niche, intended for burning a perpetual lamp,
but the neceflary funds are cither exhaufted or ab-
ftrafted by their felfith pofterity, fo that there is rea-
fon to apptehend that even the memorials of their
faints will ot proye everlatting.

In
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z'ln almoft every town of this part of India, the bu-
ing grounds of the Muffilmans are fufficiently ex-
tenfive for the whole' number of inhabitants, though
it is certain that-fcarcely a tenth part of the people of
any diftrict belong to that petfuafion. Their num.
ber is decreaﬁng dally, notwithftanding the cafual
fupplies it may receive by advencurers from the
north. In our feapoy battalions a Muffulman has of
late become fo rare, that the policy of having a pro-
portion to balance any enterprife or combination of
the Hindoos, can no longer be purfued.

FoarMERLY the towns in thefe provinces were go-
verned by a ‘certain number of magiftrates, and their
policemen, who inlpeéted the markets and maintain-
ed the public order. A cutwal, a jemidar, and a
wretched remnant of their eftablithment, ftill re-
mains. Happily the Hindoo peafantry can be con-
trouled with a fmaller weight of authonty than al-
moft ‘any people. If countenanced in their' com-
plaints they are litigious in the extreme; yet their
milunderftandings are chiefly’ pecuniary ; and from
the fmall value of the contefted property, they ge-
nerally admit of an eafy and fummiry decifion.

Uxper the wretched govemm%nt of the Vizier,
you can hardly have any thing that ‘merits the name
of a judicial eftablifhment. ‘Ewery petty officer is the
defpot of his little diftrit, whofe fiat determines eve-
ry queftion witlout appeal Hence corrupnon is the
very pnncxple of the admmxﬁranon, and it pervades_

every
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every part.  As if law, eqmty, or humamgy did n&
exift, the perfon aggrieved does not appeal to them{
but aEproaches the magiftrate with a prefent to inte- "
reft his felfithnefs. A method invariably fuccefsful,
unlefs counteraGted by placing a heavier largefs in
the.oppofite fcale: .

TuEe defedts of this miferable fyftem of judicature,
are in many inftances fupplied by calling in the aids
of fuperftition.” A perfon who has a debt owing him
which he wants influence or money to recover by a
judicial fentence, applies to his Brahmin, who places
himfelf diretly before the door of the debtor, where
he remains day and night without ‘eating till the
claim is difcbarged. In the mean time, no provifions,
fire or water, can be introduced into the houfe,
which ‘is thus befet by a Brahmin. Should the

- debtor prove refractory till the Brahmin died, nothing
on earth can redeem his family from the infamy thus
incurred. ‘The ftrength of prejudice, or the cravings
of hunger, generally induce the debtor to fatisfy the
demand without incurring the dreadful fentence of
difgrace in this life, and mifery in the next.

- THE Britifh government which promifes to hear
and determine all difputes, has in fome degree fu-
perfeded this fingular. mode of profecution ; but in
the Vizier’s country,twhere I now write, the expe-
dient is ftill neceffary, and is fometimes put in prac-
tice s although even there the Brahminical rigour of

dxfc:plme is fomewhat abated.. A Hindoo of con-
' fiderable
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figkrable rank has aﬁ'ured me, that in formerumec
t only the litigants but the whole village fafted fo

ong as the Brahmin performed Dh’urnah # before
any houfe belonging to-it. -

* This word fignifies t0 fa# ; but that phrafe does not ex-
prefs the whole of the idea.

THL



THE FANATICISM OF THE MAHOMMEDANS AND HINDQOS
. A BAR TO IMPROVEMENT IN AGRICULTURE.

®0 80 0P QOB

J!llababmi, 1798.

)

THE eonquefts made by Europeans in India have
gradually operated as a remedy againft the cruelties
and exaltions of a barbarous government in thefe
. provinces ; but another clafs of evils yet remain,
which flow from the fanaticifm or fuperftition of the
natives ; and thefe are fcarcely lefs numerous, though
unhappily more incurable. The number of reli-
gious mendicants and vagrants of all defcriptions, is
fo great as not only to check the operations of rural
induitry, but frequently to unhinge the police, and
difturb the government under the moft powerful fo-
vereigns. Tavernier has eftimated thefe wandering
devotees at an hundred and ten thoufand ; but from
what we read in the more authentie I’uftones, he is
prebably far below the a&ual number.

‘ ‘Mr.
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\ Ir. Richardfon, author of the Arabic and Per-
l{w n diionary, has well charatterifed them' under
the article Fakeer: ¢ In this fingular clafsof men,
‘who, in Hindoftan, defpife every fort of clothing,
there are a number of enthufiafts, but a far fuperior
proportion of knaves; every vagabond who has an
averfion to labour, being received into a frdternity
‘which is regulated by laws of an uncommon and fe-
cret nature. The Hindoos view them with a won-
derful refpe®, not only on account of their fanéti-
fied reputation, but from a fubftantial dread of their
power; the Fakeer pilgramages often confift of
many thoufands of naked faints, who exaé wherever
they pafs a general tribute, while their chara&er is
too facred for the civil power to take cognizance of
their condu&. Every invention of perverted inge-
nuity, is exhaufted in diftorting and deforming na-
ture ; fome, of the mioft elevated enthufiafm, ftrik-
ing off even their own heads on great folemnities, as
a facrifice to the Ganges which they worthip.””

During the reign of Aurengzebe, while that mo-
narch was marching into the Deccan, his baggage
"was attacked: and plundered by a mumber of thefe
banditti almoft in the face of the whole army. In
the time alfo of this moft powerful of- all the Mogul
Emperors, the Fakeers, inftigated by a rich old wo-
man, named Biftemia, a&tually rul!d a rebellion.
This old woman was followed chiefly on account of
her high reputatjon in the arts of magic and forcery.
Her inchanted pat was the fkull of an enemy, in
* which
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which owls, bats, fnakes, and human fleth, formal a
broth for frantic followers.. No lefs than vtl:vl:k%y
thoufand of thefe fanatics, led by Biftemia, were op-
pofed by a General of Aurengzebe, who was in-
ftruted to refift her by fpells put into his hand by
that Emperor. This artifice prevailed; for a battle
enfuell, in which Biftemia and her whole army were
cut off. Aurengzebe met his General after this ex-
ploit, and . laughed with him at the fuctefs of his

fpells.

EveN in our own times, many bands of thefe va-
“gabonds have been attacked and difperfed by de-
tachments of our troops. During the celebrated
march of General Goddard, feveral hundred of thefe
Fakeers, which he calls Pandarams, attacked and
drove away fome of his elephants and camels: thefe
he foon recovered, by attacking in his turn the rob-
bers, of whom he killed feveral: two thoufand ho-
vered in his Tear, but the experience of their breth-
ren taught them in future to keep at a greater

diftance.

BuT no effort either of Britith power or policy has
yet provided an adequate remedy to the evils arifing
from this fanatical fpirit; which by abftratting fo
many ufeful hands from induftry, and by commit-
ting fo many depredations upon property, continues
to operate powerfully againt the profperity of India.
The remedy applied by Aurengzebg, and feveral of

his predeceflors, is precarious and uncertain, and the
. moft
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;';{oﬂ: unlikely to be ever pratifed by the prefent ru-

kers of the country. It was his policy, (and it was

that of Acber and Jehanguir), to affume a high tone

of fanaticifm, ard affert fuch ftrong religious preten-

fions, as might either foil thele religionifts in a con-

teft with their own weapons, or attrat thejr vene-
. ration.

True ftrange and impudent pretenfions of Acber,
the wifelt of their monarchs, to the gifts of prophecy
and infpiration, could hardly have been advanced
from any other motive ; and without fome motive
they are altogether unaccountable.

EuroreaN authors afraid, perhaps, of gaining be-
lief, have abftained from mentioning the religious
extravagancies of this Auguftus of the Eaft; but,
Abul-Fazel, his own minifter, may be trufted on this
fubjett; and it is certain that he.has employed
many pages to prove his gift ot infpiration ; and has
devoted a whole chapter to explain his fpiritual gui-
dance, or power of miraculous converting profligate
unbelievers.

¢ Tue aftrologers were apprifed of this (viz. his
infpiration), from the hour of his Majefty’s nativity,
and whifpered their exultations to each other. His
Majefty, however, did for fome time caft a veil over
this myftery, that it might not be known to ftyan-
gers. But that which the Lord willeth to be done
who can avoid ? In his infancy, he involuntarily per-

Vou. II, L1 " formed
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formed fuch actions as aftonifhed all beholders ; and

when at length, contrary to his inclination, thofe
wonderful attions exceeded all bounds, and became
difcernible to every one, he confidered it to be the
will of the Almighty, and began to teach, leading
many wanderers in the paths of righteoufnefs.

“ Manvy of his difciples, by the blefling of his
holy breath, obtain a greater degree of knowledge in
a fingle day, than they could gain from the inftruc-
tion of other holy dotors, after a faft of forty days.
Numbers of thole who have bid adieu to the world,
fuch as Sonnafics, Calendars, Philofophers, and Sof-
fees, together with a multitude of men of the world,
namely, foldiers, merchants, hufbandmen, and me-
chanics, have daily their eyes opened unto know-
ledge. And men of all nations and ranks, in order
to obtain their defires, invocate his Majefty ; confi-
dering their vows as the means of extricating them-
felves from difficulty ; and when they have obtained
their wifhes, they bring to the royal prefence the of-
ferings they had vowed.

¢ From this great fource of bounty, the follow-
ing bleflings have been obtained : fuccefs in bufinels ;
reftoration of health; birth of a fon; re.union of
difcontented friends ; long life ; increafe of power and
wealth. He who knowcth what will come to-pafs,
gites fatisfaCtory anfwers to every one, and applies
remedies to their afllictions ; alfo many whofe difeafes

: : are
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\y incurable, intreat him to breathe upon them, and
are thereby reftored to health.”’

TuE manner of teaching by the Imperial Prophet
is next defcribed by this courtly writer, and it is no
lefs farcical, than his pretenfions to fuch a gift were
impudent and abfird. When the difciple applies to

-his Majefty for inftru&ion, Abul-Fazel obferves,
that out of his great wifdom he is very backward to
comply ; excufing himlelf by faying, « how fhall I
teach till I have mylelf been inftrutted ?** But, adds
the hiftorian, if there be in any one evident figns of
truth, and he is very importunate, he is accepted ;
and on Sunday, when the fun is in the meridian, he
obtains his heart’s defire. ¢ From beholding thefe
wonders, thoufands of every perfuafion have believed
on him.” ,

¢ Tuar perfon who wants to bc initiated in all
rightcoufnefs, places his turban in the palm of his
hand, and putting his head on his Majeity’s feet,
faith, « I have caft away my prefumption, and fel-
filhnefs, which were the caufe of various evils, and
am become a fuppliant, vowing to devote the rc-
mainder of my life in this world, to the attainment
of immortality.” Then his Majefty ftretches out the
hand of tavour, raifes up the fuppliant, replaces his
turban on his head, faying, ** my prayers are ad-
drefled to heaven for your fupport, in order that
vour alpiring inclination may bring you from fedm-
ing exiftence, into real exiftence.”

. To
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" To the pratice of fuch contemptible mummeny,
did the great Acber fubmit ; a monarch whofe name
is repeated in the Eaft with exultation, and whofe
reign of fifty years conftitutes the brighteft period of
the annals of Hindoftan. It may be difficult to
afcertain how far this condué& was produced by fpi-
ritual pride and fanaticifm in himfelf; or by politi-
cal views of attempting to guide in a harmlefs di-
retion the enthufiafm of his people. It is however
certain, that the remedy has been temporary and
precarious : it has increafed already the flame of - fa-
naticifm ; in the hands of his fucceffors the engine
has often proved unmanageable. With them the ill
extinguithed flame has ever been ready to buift out
afreth; and to guide the enthufiafm of the people,
has been found to be the prerogative of him only
who can fit in the whirlwind and dire& the ftorm.
Perhaps the tolerating principles of the Britith Go-
vernment, adminiftered by the moderation and good
fenfe of individuals, may gradually allay and wear
out the ftrength of 2 paffion which no human power
has ever been able to refift or controul.

Sir Thomas Roe, Ambaflador of the India Com-
pany at the Court of Jehanguir, is the only Englith
writer who notices this affumption of prophetic gifts
as a part of the ftate policy of the Mogul Princes.
His letter to the Archbithop of Canterbury, dated
at Agimere in 1616, °will fhew that even in thefe

g}caﬂy days of our conne&tion with Afia, many efforts
" were made for the converfion of the natives, and

from
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\&pin the fentiments of the monarch, much more
fanguine hopes might have been entertained than
circumftances have warranted fince that time.

¢ THeg Mahommedan Mulhavies know fome-
‘what of philofophy and mathematics, are great aftro-
logers, and can talk of Ariftotle, Euclid, and other
authors. ‘The learned tongue is the Arabian. In
this confufion they continued to the time of Acber
Shah, father-to this king, without any knowledge of
Chriftianity.  Acber Shah being a prince by nature
juft and good, inquifitive after novelties, curious of
new opinions, and excelling in many 'virtues, parti-
cularly in pigty and reverence towards his parents,
called in three Jefuits from Goa, the chief of whom
was Jerom Xaverius of Navarre. After their arri-
val, he heard them difcourfe with great fatisfaction,
and caufed F. Xaverius to write a book in defence of
his religion, againft both Moors and Gentiles ;
which, when finithed, he read every night, and had
fome part difcuffed. Finally he granted them his
letters patent to build, preach, teach, convert, and to
ufe all their ceremonies as fully as in Rome, beftow-
ing on them means to ere their churches, and places
of devotion. In this part he gave liberty to all forts
of men to become Chriftians, even to his own court
and blood, profefling it fhould be no caufe of dif-
favour. Acber Shah himfelf continued a Mahom-
medan, yet he began to make.a breach in the law;
for confidering that Mahommed was but a manjand
a
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a'king as he was, and therefore reverenced, ‘he
thought he might prove as good a prophet as
himfelf.

“ Tris defeftion of the king fpread not far; a
certain outward awe withheld him, fo he died in the
formal profeflion of his fe¢t. Jehanguir Shah his
fon, the prefent king, being the iffue of this new
fancy, and never circumcifed, bred vp without any
religion at all, continues fo to this hour, and is an
atheift. Sometimes he will profefs himfelt a Ma-
hommedan, but always obferves the holidays, and
doces all ceremonies of the Gentiles. e is pleafed
with ali religions, but loves none that changes y and
falling into his father’s conceit, has dared to proceed
farther in it, o profefs himfelf for the main of
his religion to be a greater prophet than Mahom-
med, and has founded to himlelf a new one, being a
mixture of all others. which ma:y have received
with fuch loperftition, that they will not cat till they
have faluted him in the morning ; for which purpofe
he comes at fun-rife to a window, open to a great
plain before his houfe, where multitudes attend him.
‘When the Mocrs about bim talk of Mahommed, he
will foothe them, but is glad when any one will lath
out againft him. Of Chrift he never utters 3 difre-
fpectful word, nor do any of all thefe fects ; which
is a wonderful fecret working of God’s truth, and
worth obferving, '

_C(As
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"« As for the new planted Chriftian church, he
confiymed and enlarged its privileges, fpending two
hours every night for a year, hearing difputes ; often
dropping words* of his converfion, but to a wicked
purpofe. To give the more hope. he delivered
many youths into the hands of ¥. Francifco Corfi,
Atll refident here, to teach them to read and write
Portugueze, and to inftrut them in human learn-
ing, and the law of Chrift. "To that purpole the
father kept a fchool feveral years, to which the
King fent two princes, his brother’s fons, who
being brought up in the knowledge of God, and
his Sen our plefled Saviour, were folemnly bap.
tized in the church of Agra, with great pomp ;
being firlt carried up and down all the city on
clephants in triumph ; and this by the King’s ex-
prefs order, who would often examine them to
fec what progrefs they had made, and feemed well
pleafed with them. This made many bend the
fame way, being ignorant of his Majefty’s in-
tention ; others, that knew him better, fuppofed
he fuffered this in policy to render thefe child-
ren odious to the Moors for their converfion, the
firength of his eftate confifting in them.

“ Bur all men miftock his defign, which was
thus difcovered : When thele and .fome other
children were fettled, as was thought. in the Chrif-
tian religion, and had learnt the principles there-
of, as to marry but one wife, not to be coupled

. with
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with infidels, &c. the King fent the boys to de-
mand Portugueze wives of the Jefuits ; who think-
ing it only an idle notion of the boys, chid " them,
and fufpefted no more. But that-being the end of
" their converfion, to get a woman for the King,
and no care being taken in it, the two princes
came to the Jefuits, and delivered up their croffes,
and all other tokens of their religion, declaring
they would be no longer Chriftians, becaufe the
King of Portugal fent them no prefents, nor wives,
as they expe&ed.

« Tuz father feeing this, began to doult that
there was more in it, than the boys difcovered, efpe-
cially fecing their confidence, that had caft off the
awe of pupils ; and examining the matter, they con-
fefled that the King had commanded them. The
Jefuits refufed to receive their crofles, anfwering
that they had been given by his Majcfty’s order,
and they would not take notice of any fich fur-
render from boys, but bid them defire the King
to fend one of thofe who are, according to order,
to deliver all his commands, whofe words are by
privilege a fufficient warrant, and then they would
accept of them ; hoping the King would not difcover
himfelf to any of his officers in this pitiful plot.
The boys peturned with this meflage, which en-
raged the King; bu¢ being defirous of bredking up
the fchool, and withdrawing the youth without

noife, he bid them call the Jefuits to the womens
door,
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door, where, by a lady, he gave the order ; and
without ever taking any notice fince of -any thing,
his kinfmen were recalled, and are now abfolute
Moors, without.any tafte of their firft faith: and
here ended the converfions of thefe infidels.”

Vor. 1L, Mm AGRICULTURAL



AGRICULTURAL PROCESSES IN THE DOOAB.

Allababaa, 1798.

THE expence and profits of hufbandry in this part
of India, it is not eafy to afcertain, and there has
hitherto been few attempts to illuftrate this fubj.¢t.

On the banks of the Jumna, which I am now ap-
proaching, I have fortunately obtained a few fketches
from a very intelligent officer *, whefe enquiries were
made perfonally, and on the fpot.

WHEAT is a principal crop in this diftrit ; and
the land moft favourable to it, is a rich fandy loam,
a very common foil here.  ’

. &

-
WHEREVER

:‘ ‘Captain Hoare, afliftant furveyer.
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* WHEeREVER the land is fituated beyond the reach
of the river, manure is as neceffary as it is in Eng-
land  and all forts of it would no doubt be employ-
ed that did not interfere with the prejudices of the
people. Human ordure is of this clafs, and unfortu-
nately their predilection for cow-dung in plaiftering
their walls, and as fuel, operates againft the exten-
five ufe of this important article in rural economy.
The lands thus beco:e fo impoverifhed as to defeat
the purpofe of cultivation ; and when this is the cafe
they turn fheep upon them, a flight fubftitute, and
flow in recovering them.

ThHE commencement of rain in June, is the feafon
when they begin to plough ; and a fingle flirring is
only given till the period when they ceafe. The
field is then ploughed fifteen different times before
the reception of the feed, a circumftance which fully
proves the ineflicacy of the Indian plough. The
harrowing, or rather rolling, is performed by means
of a large log drawn twice or thrice over the land by
two oxen. 'The ploughing, if it deferves that name,
is performed with great expedition, from the light-
nefs of the implements, and the flight impreflion
made upon the foil. A biggah, which is reckoned’
one third of an acre, is tilled by.one man and two
cattle, many different times in a day. September
and October are the months of fowing, and the
quantity thrown upon a biggah is thirty feer, or
nearly one Winchefter buthel.

THE
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Tue weeding of wheat is not an uniform pratice Y
between the different ploughings, however, the la-
bourers are employed in gathering up the rogts of
fuch weeds as might vegetate. When thefe opera-
tions are compleated, and the grain fown, vegeta-
tion proceeds with great rapidity.; and the univerfal
drynefs of the cold feafon in India, impofes new la-
bours upon the hufbandman, who is obliged to wa-
ter his crop three feveral times. The firft watering
is given when the grain has rifen fix or feven inches
above the mould, and the fucceffive repetitions of it
as the convenience of the former, or the neceflity of
his fields may require. The watering land is a tafk
far more laborious than the cultivatien of it. ~ Four
bullocks, and three waterers, are with difliculty able
to water an acre in nine days. In fome fituations
the water is raifcd from wells in the manner I have
defcribed in a former letter ; in others it is carried in
bags, four men to.each, from tanks. As thefe re-
fervoirs may be at a greater cr {maller diflance, the
labour and expence muft be various ; in all fituations
both are confiderable.

THE price of labour is in this diftri®, about two

' rupees, eight anas per menth, or ore ana and a half
per day. ‘The pradlice of giving perquiﬁtes in kind
to labourers, which latcly prevailed in Scotland, is
found here : Each labourer, befide the wages already
fpecified, receives one' coarfe blanket annually, and
three, or fometimes four maunds of wheat at reap-
ing time. ‘Lhe wages of a ploughman, reaper, and
¥ . waterer,
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zwaterer, are nearly the fame ; their emolument in a
' plentjful year, though only about three-pence of our
money, yields a pretty abundant fupport ; and where
wages are higher than neceffary to fubfiftence, the
fame pernicious idlenefs and diffipation, remarked in
the labourers with you, are prevalent here.

THe protetion of the feed and crop is neceffary
all over this country : fo numerous are the predatory
enemies of the poor ryut. A woman or a boy is
placed’ to watch the field, and prevent the incur-
fions of the deer and wild hogs ; who as well as the
birds_are extremely deftruétive.

THe average produce of a biggah in this diftrict,
is reckoned fifteen maunds, the Ayeen Acbery ftates
it at eighteen ; but this muft be underftood of the
belt (poulylunds) crofts.  An exalt account of the
taxes paid by each diftri&t, and the rent-roll of each
proprictor, in the -tinie of Acber, may be dcemed a
great acquifition, towards a ftatiftical account of Hi-
doftan ; fince it furnifhes a peint of comparifon be-
tween that and the prefent time.

Iv cvery country artificers and tradefincn are ne-
cefiary to aid the hufbandman.  Simple as the rural
implements of the Hindoo are, he requires for their
conftrullion and repair the labour of a blackfmith,
and fometimes of a carpenter. * The pay of each for
keeping one plough in fuificient order, and the other
implemenis of a farm, is in kind, being twenty feer

N . Of‘
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of wheat annually, Charitable inftitutions, and
fiated provifion for religious purpofes, are alfo le-
vied upon the farmer, who pays from fifteen to
swenty feer yearly, for each plough he employs.

AxoTtHER confiderable burden is the maintenance
of his cattle ; a number are abfolutcly neceflary to
almoft every operation, whether of ploughing, har-
rowing, watering, or thrathing. The laft procefs is
m the Laft more properly termed leading out the
the grain. It is performed by five or fix ox¢n, tra-
velling round upon the fame floor ; when employed
in this labour, the muzzling of them is exprelsly for-
“bidden by the Hindoo laws. But hete neceflity often
fuperfedes it ; and a poor Ryur, in a bad feafon, is
compelled to limit the privileges of the ox, in order
to preferve his flarving family. Probably the Jews,
who were bound by a fimilar precept, werc alfo
fometimes urged to-infringe it, by the ftrong influence
of the fame motive. T'he herdlman is alfo a necef-
fary part of the expence of keeping cattle; his pay
confifts of a blanket annually, and half an ana per
month for each bullock ; if, however, the herd is
numerous, he receives only a limited fum for the
whole.

TroucH wheat be the prevailing crop on the
Jumna towards Agra, and Delhi, it is by no means
the only preduce. 'On the contrary, the fame prac.
tice obrains here, which I have elfewhere noticed, of

fomng dtﬁ’erent crops on the fame ground ; parti-
“cularly
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Cularly fuch as come to maturity nearly at the fame
€igey  Yeow (barley), mutiur (peas), fome of the
oil crops, and the yellow dye, called kboofoom {a
marigold), are often mixed with wheat, a mode of
huibandry followed in fome parts of Britain, but al-
ways injudicious. - Other mifcellaneous crops are
alfo fown, but not promifcuoufly with wheat,
which come to maturity at different times ; and
this appears better hufbandry, though perhaps {till
incorred. .

THe average rent of wheat land is about two
rupegs and a half per biggah, which is neatly
one pound ftetling per acre. One half of the pro-
duce is alfo a common rent, in this trat; and
where that is the agreement, an overfeer, on the
part of the farmer and landholder, attends on the
rcapers, his wages paid by the latter : fuch over-
fcers are common in every village. When ‘the
rent is paid in-cath, a Mubabut (meafurer), is
employed, who receives one half ana for each
biggah, under his charge: The fame fuin is al-
lowed to the Ameen, or fuperintendant of the mea-
furer.

Tue extent of farms is in this country very
limited, for it muft bear a propertion to the ca-
pital of the tenant which is genefally fmall: nor
is there here the fame opporfunity afforded of ad-
ding to his ftock, what he can raife by credit;

as
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as the intereft of money is fo great, the expedient
would prove ruinous. Hence the ploughman i
frequently the occupier of the farm, and lis in-
tereft in it is only annual. With one plough
he can cultivate about fixteen biggahs, or five
acres, an extremely fmall pofleflion, but his wants
and expenditure are equally limited. A fmall piece
of cloth around his middle, generally witlf one
coarfe blanket, and a fort of turban, confifting
‘of a cotton clout, make the whole of his war-
drobe. His food is the cheapeft grain and vege-
tables ; a little ghee, with a pinch of falt between
his finger and thumb. Such is the mode of lif:
providence has allotted for many thoufand ycars
to the Hindoo farmer; a lot which the fanciful
Abbé Raynal has painted as fo angelical. His pic-
ture is indeed beautiful ; but it bears not the fmalleft

refemblance to the original.

Ir, however, the mere prodution, and prefer-
vation of human life, without any regard to know-
ledge or enjoyment, be an advantage, this ftate
of hufbandry may be regarded .in a favourable
point of view; for it feems as well calculated for
population as any other. A family, confifting of a
wife, children, and a few fervants, maintained on
every five acres arable, and as much wafte.land,
implies a great number of inhabitants; and proba-
bly the whole of Hindoftan is capable of ‘being
brought to this ftate. But the fubfiftence of fuch a

family,
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fumily, allowing one half of the producé to the
landlolder, feems to be reduced to.two pounds ten
thillings of our money ; a revenue fo flender, as to
lexclude every idea of enjoyment except the prefer-
vation of life. '

Vou. IL. Nn e



OF THE CULTURE OF THE PALM TREE, AND THE
BAMBOO.
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Allahabaa, 1 7. 98.

Tue Palm tree, next to the bamboo, is the moft
univerfally ufeful which India produces; and is
therefore cultivated in almoft the whole peninfula, as
well as in the iflands. Of the three different {pecies,
the firft and moft ufeful is the Gocoz nut tree, which
grows almoft perfectly ftraight, to the height of
forty or fifty feet; and is nearly one in diameter.
It has no branches, but about a dozen leaves fpring
immediately from the top: thefe are about ten feet
long, and nearly a yard in breadth towards the bot-
tom. ‘the leaves are employed to cover the houfes
of the natives ; to make mats either for fitting or ly-
ing upon. The leaf ‘when reduced to fine fibres, is
the material of which a beautiful and coftly carpetting
is fabricated, for thofe in the higher ranks; the

. coarfer
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coar’er fibres are made into brooms. " After thefe

ufzfu' materials are taken from this leaf. the ftem
ftill resvains, which is about the thicknefs of the
‘ankle, and furnithes firewood.

-TaEe wood of this palm, when freth cut, is fpun-
.8y ; but like that of the palm tree, it becomes hard,
after being feafoned, and affumes a dark brown
colour. On the top of the tree, a large fhoot is
produced, which when boiled refernbles brocali,
but is faid to be of a more delicate tafte ; and
though much liked, is feldom ufed by the natives ;
becaufe on cutting it off the nith is expofed, and
the tree dies. Between this cabbage-like fhoot, and
the leaves, there fpring feveral buds, from which, on
making an incifion, there diftills a juice differing
little from water, either in colour or confiftence. It
is the employment of a certain clafs of men to climb
to the tops of the trees in the evening, with earthen
pots tied to their waifts, which they fix there to re-
ceive the juice, which is regularly carried away be-
fore the fun has had any influence upon it. .This li-
quor is fold in the Bazars by the natives, under the
name of *Toddy. It is ufed for yeft, and foims
an excellent fubftitute. In this ftate & is drunk with
avidity, both by the low Europeans aad the natives ;
and is reckoned a cooling, and agregable beverage.
After being kept a few hours, it begins to ferment,
acquires a fharp tafte, and a {light infoxicating qua-
lity. By boiling it, a coarfe kind of fugar is obtain-
ed; and by dllhllauon, it ylelds a ftrong ardent fpi-
v rit,
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rit, which being évery where fold, and at a low price, }
conflitutes one of the moft deftruttive annoyay/_es 16,
our foldiers. i

THE name given to this pernicious drink by Eu-
ropeans, is Pariah Arrack, from the fuppofition that
it is only drank by the Pariahs, or outcafts, that
have no rank. It is true that no Hindoo of any of
the.four cafts is allowed by his religion to tafte any
intoxicating liquor ; and in general this reftriction is
only violated by ftrangers, dancers, players, and out-
cafts. There are, however, exceptions ; and 1 have
mylelf feen a Hindoo confefs that he was drunk,
who did not feem to be deferted by 'his companions
on account of that faux pas. The liberties which
Muflulmans take with the precepts of their religion
are notorious. The wine or liquor mentioned by
Quintus Curtius as a drink of the natives, may have
been the liquor ufed by the Greeks.

THe trees from which the toddy is drawn, do not
bear any fruit ; but if the buds be left entire, they
produce clufters of the cocoa nut. This nut in the
hufk, is as large as a man’s head ; and when ripe
falls with the.léaft wind. If gathered frefh, it is
green. on the outfide; the hufk and the fhell are
-tender.  The fhell, when divefted of the hufks, may
be aboyg the fize of an ‘oftrich’s egg, and is lined
with a2 ‘iize pulpy fubﬂance, which contains about a
pmt and a half of hquor like water; and though

the
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. te afte be fweet and agreeable, it is different from
that »f the toddy. - -

|

IN,proiArtion as the fruit grows old, the fhell

' hardens, ana. the liquor diminithes,, till it is at laft
eptirely abforbed by the white milky, fubftance;

* which gradually acquires the hardnefs of the kernel
of the almond, and is almoft as eafily detached from
the thell. The natives ufe this nut in their vituals ;
and from it they alfo exprefs a confiderable quantity
of the pureft and beft lamp oil. The fubftance
which remains after this. operation, fupplies an ex-
cellegt food for poultry and hogs. Cups, and a va-
riety of excellent utenfils are made of the fhell;
many of which you muft have noticed on our Euro-
pean tables,

Tue hulk of the cocoa nut is nearly an inch
thick, and is perhaps the moft valuable part of the
tree; for it confifts of a number of ftrong fibres,
eafily feparable, which furnithes the material for the
greateft part of the India cordage; but is by no
meang the only fubftitute which the; country affords
for hemp. This the natives work: up with much
fkill. : "

Tae Palmyra, or as it is called by?the Portugueze
the palmeiro bravo, a name borrowedl’ from them by’
the Englith,. is taller than the cocoa tree; und af-
fords ftill greater fupplics. of toddy; becaufe its
fruit is of little requeft frox;n the fmallnefs of its

' fize;
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fize ; the produce: of the tree is therefore generally -
drawn .off in the liquid ftate. This tree, likk the:
cocoa, has no branches ; and like it too fends forth
from the top a number of large leaves.”which are
employed in tpatching houfes, and in the manu-
fadture of nmats and umbrellas. “The timber of this
tree is much ufed in building.

~

Tue Date tree being {maller makes not fo con.
fpicous a figurc in the Indian foreft as the two laft
defcribed. Its fruit never arrives at maturity in
India: toddy is drawn from it, but not in fuch
quantity, nor of fo good a quality, as that which is
produced by the other fpecies of the fame genus.
'The India date tree is therefore of fmall value com-
paratively with the palmyra, and that is much infe.
rior to the cocoa.

Tur Bamboo is the moft ufeful of all trees to the
natives : in India as well as China, this tree has de-
generated into above fifty different fpecies, which are
applied in rural economy to ftill a greater number of
ufes. It is called by botanifts Arundo bambos, and
Arundo arbor, names firft given by the Portugueze
from the violent explofions it thakes in the fire, caufed
by the expanfion of the air between the knots,

PLiny fpeaking of this tree, has been guilty of an
exaggeration, or, perhaps a miftake, in afferting that
a fingle one is:fufficient to make a boat: Nawvigis-
rum etiam vicem prafiant, (fi credimus) fingula inter
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audic. The fruth is, that when made into a frame,
and covered with a hide, it ferved this .purpofe in
the fare manner as the Coracles of the ancient Bri-
tons ; ana in this way it was frequently ufed by the
troops of Hyder-Ally in croffing rivegs. The bam-
bpo in its natural ftate being no thicker than a man’s
* thigh, cannot fingly fupply the place of a canoe.

WaaT is molt remarkable of the bamboo is the
rapidity of its growth, and the thort fpace in which
it arrives at perfection. Its immenfe height is com-
pleted in a fingle year; and during the fecond its
wood acquires all that hardnefs and elafticity which
renders it fo uteful for the various purpofes to which
itis applied. As the growth of the moft rapid of our
timber trees is incomparably flower, and the number
fewer on the fame fpace of ground, it may not be
rafh to affirm, that a fingle acre of thriving bamboos
will furnith as much wood as ten or fiftcen of any
other tree,

THE joints either are, or can eafily be made water-
tight, when they are ufed as pitchers for water, oil,
or other’liquids. This tree is cften applied for
making mats, and bafket work, for, the frames of
flender houfes, whole roofs are of the fame material :
its toughnefs and fiffibility, render it peculiarly fit for
all thefe purpofes ; as well as carts, beds, ‘rigging of
boats, and various other ufes in fural economy.

Tus
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Tuse thick infpiffated juice of this reed, cilled
Jacar mambu, is of a grateful tafte, and has long; been
a favourite -medicine in the Eaft, thhout,.{tcrhaps
much accuracy of difcrimination of the ca&és where it s
might be ben.ﬁc:al This facarum is“faid to be ftill
ufed by the Hakims in medical prefcriptions.

THE bamboo grows in ftools, of twenty or thh:ty
from the fame bottom, in the manner of our oaks af-
ter being cut over. It rifes to a great height, fpread-
ing as it advances, till it meets with the adjoining
ftools,” and thus it completely excludes the rays of
the fun from the intervening arches ; the colqur of
the reeds is at firlt green, and afterwards a pale yel-
low, affording to the natives a delightful retreat from
the rays of the fun, and as fome fuppofe, the primi-
tive model of the Gothic arch.

OF



OF THE MANUFACTURE OF SUGAB;'*ND OF SILK,
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Chunar', " 1798.

It is fortunate for Great Britain that the is not de-
pendent on her Weft India iflands for the articles of
fugar and rum, which are now become in fome mea-
fure neceflaries of life to a large portion of the inha-
bitants. The havoc made by that deftru@tive cli-
mate, will neceffarily become more fenfibly felt in
proportion as foreign territories are enlarged; the
mortality in time of war, among the troops neceffary
for the defence of thef® iflands, muft: in time beco're
fo heavy a drain upon the effetive; ftrength of the
nation, as may render it a politic ﬁxeafure to aban-
don them to their fate. ‘

In that event, Bengal will furnith an ample fupply
of the above-mentioned artx’:les, for its capacity of
Vou. I, . Od ‘ " pro-
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producing them at a much cheaper rate is fully gtae
blithed *. In the Britith Weft India iflands, fygar
cofts the planter at an average 1l. 18s. per cw. al-
Jowing the rum to defray the contingent expénces of
his eftate ; while in Bengal it has been fliewn by the
beft mformed men in this country, that the fame
quantity can be manufaftured at nearly 4s. 8d. fterling.
‘The *eafe, fimplicity, and cheapnefs of cultivation, -
will account for this great difference, in_conjunétion
with the low price of labour, which, at a medium,
does not amount to two-pence a day for each work-
man. In fome places labour may be purthafcd ftill
lower; and being paid frequently in grain it xs ftill
more lightly felt by the cultivator.

THE utenfils, ftock, and flaves, are very expenfive
in the one country; in the other comparativcly
nothing. A mill conftrutted of two wooden rollers,
in value one rupee, with a few earthen pots, is the
whole out-laid ftock in many diftri&ts; in others,
where the cattle mill is ufed, the expence is ftill
within the fortieth part of what the moft trifling
work would coft in the Weft Indies. The exten-
five waftes capable of producing abundantly, but un.
produétive merely from wantof cultivation, afford 2
wide range for this culture, without much additional
expence for the rent of land. In Jamaica we are
informed, that to clear and fettle a plantation capa-

ble

*Vide an addrefs to (hc Gov. General in 1788, .
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ble of pfoducmg 100 hhds. of fugar annually, would
reqmrc an advance of 20,000l for mills, utenfils,
and meceflary ere@tions. If cven all thefe charges
could be avoided, ftill the price of labour would pre-
vent a commpetition in thefe iflands, where it-is faid
to' amount to two.thirds-of the whole coft of fugar.
The planter who hires the labour of other flaves,
which is frequent, and this is perhaps nearly the
price at which labour can otherwife be procured,
pays one fhilling and feven-pence daily for each
flave, or @bout ten times the wages.of a Bengal la-
bourer.

Tuese falts have been fubmitted fome time ago
to the public, by a refpetable .nerchant in Calcutta,
and as they become more gener.lly known, will
perhaps bring the labour of flaves into greater ditte-
pute, than -general arguments againft the equity of
that traffic. 'They will probably fuggeft the proprie-
ty of employing the large proportion of thipping in
the port of Calcutta in this trade, rather than allow-
ing it to be engrofled by foreign merchants. Ame-
rican and Danifh thips, or veflels:under thefe co-
fours, dre annually increafing in thé port of Calcut-
ta; if by their means the forexgn%mrk»t be more
theaply fupplied, the time may comé when they may
fuperfede in a great meafure the othér traders. .

? :

‘Sucu falts, if found tyue in experiment, will
plead the expediency of relidving Great Britain, from
the heavy burden of the d°f€ ce of the Weft-Indics ;

* and
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andl. of exonerating. its inhabitants from that ¢hor- .
mous tax they pay in the high price of fugar, aid of

_admitting the great body of the natives of India to

employ their labour on a large branch of cuitivation,

for which nature feems to have adaptgd their coun-

try t.  But it is the bufinefs of private individuals to

ftate fa&s that come under their notice; ‘to frame.
regulations js the province of their fuperiors.

We have already noticed fome particulars relative
to the produce of filk, with which India feems to
have fupplied the market of Europe from the earlieft
times. Greece, Italy, and France have in fublfe-
quent periods fupplanted the nativec in this ‘trade,
in the fame manner that America has done with re-
gard to indigo.

A confiderable quantity of filk is produced in the
countries on the north eaft of Bengal, from wild
worms, and worms fed on other plants than the
mulberry. Some of this is exported to the f
India, and part reaches Europe. . The Beng
produced in the filatures of the natives, is deemed in-
ferior to the beft Italian. That defe@ has mot yet
been accounted for'; nor is it afcertained whether it
be owing to defeltive manufalure, or a wrong
treatment -of the worms. Five varieties of the filk
worm are known ; b%t that.i,s preferred, which, from

" its

$.Vide semarks on the fgriculture of Bengal.
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its- pame, has been deemed indigenoys.. When
young they all require to be fed with leaves cut very
fine ; but as they advance in growth, their tood is
lefs minutely cut, till at laft the leaves are given en-
tire. In little more than a month they arrive at
their full fize ; after changing their fkin for the laft
time, they begin their cocoons. They are then re-
moved into bafkets, with feparate apartments, where
they fpin their web. The cocoons being compleat-
ed, a few are fet apart. for propagation, the reft are
placed in the heat of the fun, to kill the chryfalis..

Tue peafants fell their beft cocoons to the Com.
pany’s filatures : from fuch as are reje@ed, they
wind off the filk. The' cocoons, as a preparation
for this, are put into a hole dug for the purpofe,
with the excretions of the worms colle@ed from the
bafkets in which they were fed. A little water is
then added, and the whole covered up to effervefce
for two days. They arc then removed and boiled in
an earthen vefle] ; when the filk is wound off by a
hangd reel. ,

'THE expence of firft planting the mulberry in
a biggah of land, including ploughing, hoeing, weed-
ing, and other charges, may at a medmm amount
to fourteen  rupees ; and the charge’ annually after

allbc eflimated at nine rupees. The plant is fre-
qu tly fold to the feeders by ‘the load, and the ufual
price is about twenty rupecs per biggah ; if from
this the annual charge of cul {res and the intereft of

* money-
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“iffoney ddvinced during the firft year be dedd&ed
a profit to the cuftivator of between three and four
“rupees will’ remam 1 :

Tur féveral profits of the feeder, fpinner, and
reeler of filk, cannot be properly afcertained; but
as the profits of different' kinds of labour balance
eachi other, they are probably very nearly.on a foot.
ing. From one biggah of land two mauns of co-
coons may be produced, at eighteen rupees per feer
when reeled. The reeling is a tedious operation,
and adds about a rupee and a half to the price of the
feer of filk. Two feer of reeled filk is the produce
-of one maun of cocoons; and this bn an average is
reckoned worth fifty fhillings.

TrEse eftimates to be accurate would require al-
lowance for that filk of inferior quality ufed for the
India market, which refembles that known in Iraly
by the name of Floretta Another coarfe produce
is obtained from the fur picked off from the co-
coons ; it is ipun into yarn, and manufaétured into

carpets,

“Tre hand reel in this country participates ftrong-
ly of the fimplicity and cheapnefs of all the imple-
.ments employed by the natives  The wheel for cot-
ton fpinning may be conﬂru&ed for a few anas*; al-

though .

% Fot a detail of thefel‘calcu!anons, wde Remarks, &c.
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though it performs the fame work as.our fpinning
wheels, and upon fimilar principles. I have only ob-
farved women at this employment ; and in.a country..
where the manufaitures are perfe@ly calculated for
their labour, it is furprxﬁng how feldom they are em-
ployed. Induftry can hardly be ranked among their
virtues. Among all clafles it is neceffity of fubfift.
‘ence, and not choice, that urges to labour : a native
will not earn fix rupees a month, by working a few
hou-s more, if he can live upon three : and if he has
three he will not work at all.

CULTURE



~ GULTURE OF OPIUM AND TGBACCO.
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Benares, Nov. 1497.

Or1um is cultivated in this neighbourhoed, and that
of Patna to a confiderable extent ; for it conftitutes
a branch of the commerce which Bengal carries on
with Europe, China, and other parts to the eaftward,
of no fmall importance. The virtues of this vegetable
prodution as a medicine have long been fo well
known, that they require no illuftration. In Afia,
however, this drug conftitutes one of the luxuries of
life almoft in univerfal ufe. It fupplies the place of
fermented liquors ; and operates upon the conftitu-
tion with equal violence. The Turks in Europe are
fond of it to excefs and fo are the whole of the in-
“havitants to the eaft ¢f India. - !

Ir is diffcult to d:tefmine whether the ufe of o-
pium’ or of fermentef¢ liquors is moft detrimental to
A ' fociety :
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- fociety : unhappily the vitims who fall a flave to eix
ther, are enfnared by a habit which they find it im.
Xnﬁ' b ¢ to relinquith ; becaufe the conftitution, whea
habituated to a_ ftrong ftimulus, becomes incapable.
of carrying on the funéions of life without continual
excitement; which of - itfelf brings on dcbility and
premature decay. The Nabob of Qude; who died.a

" few weeks ago, had accuftomed himfelf to exceflive
dozes of it, which is faid to have fhortened the period

of his life.’

Ovr1uwm is the produce of a fpecies of the poppy,
Papaver fumniferum, whofe root and ftem become
pretty large, dnd abound with a bitter juice. The
ftalk of this plant rifes to the height of tnree or four
feet, and produces oblong indented leaves, refembling
thofe of the lettuce, while the flower has the appeara
ance of atulip. 'When at full growth an incifion is
made at the top of the plant, from whence-there if-
fues a white milky j ]uu.e, which congeals before it is .
gathered. This operation upon the plant is repeat-
ed two or three times; but every fuccceding pro-
duce becomes lefs abundant and of inferior quality.
After thefe procefles the opium is kndaded with wa-.
ter till it affume the confiftence of pttsh, when it is
made into {mall cakes.

l}-uz opium of Bengal, like the oﬂler vegetabler
produce of this country, is farfinferior i ﬂrength to
that of Europe; and this bei}g -perf alcertain-
ed it is adminiftered by the r,}edacil pralitiopers in

Vou. IL, Pp " far -
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far greater quantity : 'In part, however, this may be
owing .to the imperfection of the art of punfymg a.
mong the natives.

- THE culture of this drug is a branch of agncul-
ture long known to the natives of thefe provinces ;
but for the 1mprovement and extenfion of it, they
are probably much indebted to the interference of
Europcans refiding among them. It requires the
beit foil-well manured ; and the crop demands much
labour and attention, during its whole progrefs,
while the produce is not reckoned equally valuable
to that of fugar or tobacco. Exceptin a few fitua-
tions, the natives are not defirous of cultivating o-
piwin. 1 he money advanced by the contractor, and
the expe&ation'of his countenance and intereft, in-
duces them to embark in the buﬁnefs, rather than
any fangume hope of proﬁt.

Tue produce of an acre is more variable and un-
cert:in under this than perhaps any other crop. It
‘has been eftimated at fixty pounds weight per acre
by fome, and at thirty by others ; the laft is proba-
bly the jufteft average *. -

- A fmall quantity of feed yielding oil to the value
of two or three rupees per acre, is the grower’s only
advantage, befides the, raw juice of the poppy Wiich
T . - . . ! hq

% Vide Remarks, &e. dr. 85 ; alfo Dr. Keir.
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: he delivers to the contradtor, at a certain price fixed
by the contra&. The medium rate may amount to

ne rupee for five quarters of a pound weight of: this
juice.

.THE poppy land muft be thoroughly pulverifed by
twelve or fifteen ftirrings before the feeds are fown ;
" and at that period, too it muft be raifed in ridges
for watering : feveral weedmgs, a .drefling of ma.
nure, and frequent irrigation, fucceflively follow
during the growth of the plant. That is no fooner
compleated than a very confiderable labour com-
mences in gathering the juice; during two or three
wecKs a number of perfous are employed in making
incifions with a fmall inftrument in each caplule;
and in the morning they return to fcrape off the
juice exuded from the wounds.

A produce of between twenty and thirty rupees
each acre is, perhaps, a more [canty reward for fo
much labour, than what is afforded by a crop 'of
corn: But to Kuropeans the trage is falcinating :
actual produce almoft never coincides with the true
average.  If infe&ts. wind, rain, or hail deftroy the
crop of one fealon ; another year, Beculiarly forta-
nate, perha;s enviches the whole cultivators. ‘I'his
hazzard inftead of checking, encourages individuals,
'1 proportion to their hopes of perfonal good for-
tume,

Tuas
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TFue riw juice being thus procured, the prepara~'
tion of ‘it is earried on under the immediate fuperin-/
tendence’ of the contra&or. The procefs confifts of
evaporating the watery particles by the heat of the
fun; which are replaced by oil’ of POPPY feed, to
prevént the drying of the refin. The opium is form-
ed into cakes. covered with leaves of the poppy ; and
when fufficiently dry 'is packed in chefts with the-
chaff of poppy feeds.

Muen precaution is neceffury in this procefs to de-
te&t adulterations, which are frequent both in raw
and purified opium. The materials of adulteration
are nor eafily difcoverable. they have been fuppofed
to be an abftract from the ftalk and leaves of the
poppy, and gums and refins of various plants.

THe facility of adulteration feems to juftify the mo-
nopoly referved by the Hon Company of this drug ;.
perhaps too in a moral view it is defenfible, as it is
certainly a matter of found policy to difcourage the
internal confumption of it among the inhabitants.
In China it is prohibited § ; but China notwithftand-
ing is the great market for opium; for there, as
every where clfe, vicious appetite is often ftronger
than legal reftraint.

Tonaf:ch

§‘ Hoopoo's proelamatfon sgainft it at Canton, Afiatie
Reglﬁ. Vol I1I.
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**“Topacco isa very general produée it the northern
d weftern provinces: It requires as rich-a foif as
opium, and ah equal fhare of ftianure ; and therefore

it is moft frequently raifed on the nch fpots inters

fperfed among the dwellings of the peafantry. I€
has “been calculated that this article may be raifed,
fhipped, and carried to market, ‘at the low price of
two rupees 2 maund, or about thirteen pounds fter-
ling per ton. In every diftri&t where tobacco is raif-
ed, it requires a laborious cultivation, but more par-
ticularly in the fouthern diftrits where the ground is
made for it. Tranfplanting is neceffary, one or two
weedings, and one hoemg with the hand; during
the growth of the plant it is frequently vifited by the
labourer, to break off the heads of the ftalk, and to
pick the decayed leaves. 'When gathered, it is dried
by being fufpended on beds of withered grafs, by
means of ropes; but in this procefs it muft be thel-
tered from the exceflive heat of the fun, and from
the dews of the night.

BeTwEEeN 162and twenty mauns of tobacco Is reck-
oned a medium produce from three biggahs, which-
yields a confiderable profit to the grbwer, though
valued only at a rupee each maun.f{ In thefe pro-
vinces a fufficient Bumber of hands, § ¥ind perhaps a
fuﬂicxent quantlty of land could be aforded for. the
i pﬁly of the whole market of Europe. Some at-
tempts have been made to exjfort it thither; but it is
canceived that the fpecies cultlvited here is too weak

: o
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to fuit that market, From what I have obfervﬂl
thh regard to the favour and ftrength of othe
vegetables produced in this climate, I hould co
clude the Bengal tobacco to be weaker, though of
the fame fpecies; but admitting that the article
could. be produced of the fame quahty, and pre-
pared to fill the Europe market, it is probable a
lefs produce would be drawn at an average from
the acre, becaufe a greater extent of cultivation fup-
pofes an inferiority of foil, fince the choice land is
already occupied.

TH known enterpnfe of Europeans would how-
ever probably more than counteralt every adverfe
circumitance, whether arifing from the foil, or the
diftance of the carriage. ‘The effelt of large capi-
tals invefted in the trade, would go to reduce the
original coft, which has hit.crto been enhanced
by the number of intermediate dealers on, imall

ftock.

Ix the Indigo branch, European capital and en.
terprife has alicady been attended with this co.:fe-
quence.  This dye, from its name. (Indicum: ap-
pears to have been known in the country from the
earlicft times ; and till fupplanted by the Amciican
produce atually fupplied the Eu.cjean market.
The capital of Europeans, anc their fkill, has g ﬁ‘
extended the expormuin perbaps beyond its anticnt

limits, certainly beyonfl the former quantity.
Ir
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1
" It is not from raifing fimall parcels on a few
Liggahs of ground, that competent fkill or economy
of labour can be acquited. Yet this has been in-.
variably the management of natives in the cultdte
of tobacco and indigo. In the latter fome im-
provements indifputably valuable, have lately been
made, particularly in the feafons of -fowing, and
the number of crops; in drying the ftuff by arti-
ficial heat; in contriving a procels to prevent in-
jury by worms; and in the fuperxot finenefs of the
article.

By thefe means, from being an inconfiderable
produce, the indigo has become an object of great
importance ; and it is probable that the fame en-
terprife, were it applied to the culture of tobacco,
and other articles, would be rewarded with {imilar
fuccefs. The docility of the natives, their poverty,
and want of ambition; though adverfz to them as
proprietors of works, on their own accouat, qualify
them for fervants to Furopeans. Employment un-
der them for a certain monthly hire would prove a
vaft melioration of the condition of thoufands in
India, and add to the trade and cog)fort of the
country. ¢

%

“THey who have a fy&em to mamtan, muft de.
f d"nt at ail hazards ; it is for them to rail againft
mu. opwlies, and reprobate ali’ Conneftion with A-
fia; butan unprejudxccd perion who has refided any

time
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time in the country muft have difcovered an infinith
number of advantages which Kuropean intercourl:
has produced, and which it muft continue to prb-
duce. The ingenious arguments of Dr. §-.:ith upon
this fubje@, are pleafing in a fyftem of commercial
freedom ; but are in many initances inapplicable to
human affairs.

SALTPETRE



SALTPETRE AND OTHER ARTICLES PRODICED IN THR
DISTRICT. -

Benares, 1798.

You muft frequently have heard- mentioned the

common procefs by which falrpetre is obtained from

earth impregnated with its particles. It is repros

duced in the fame earth in the courfe of two years,

when the procefs may again be repeated with equal

fuccefs. In the fecond procels a fmall portion of

freth earth muft be added, to prevent the nitre from

running into too fmall chryftals. Thé tra&s parched

by the hot winds, form a boundary to which this

"manufactwre is limited ; and it has,been obferved
fﬁ.\it during thefe winds the produdon of mitre is
tht moft abundant. It has been fuppofed, that as

the hot winds have lately, in the chanie of feafons,

extended their influence into the provihice of Bengal,

Vor. IL Qq e the
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the. manufature nught fucceed in the lower d!
ftricts.

SALTPETRE is at prefent ‘manufactured in Behar,
and the provinces weft of it, to the annual amount
of 200,000 mauns. The price to the India Com-
pany, who export the far greateﬂ: part of it, is a-
bout two rupees per maun. The reft paying duty
and carriage, with profits to intermediate dealers,
rifes to double the above price. The trade during
the prefent war, has been prohibited to private dea-
lers and foreigners.

THese provinces have been found to produce
this article at one third lefs expence than it can be
furnithed-in Europe, and muft therefore be able to
command the markets there, in the event of a fair
competition.” The very nature of the article fup-
pofes the neceflity of every government maintaining
eftablifiments for its manufadture. A monopoly of
it in the hands of one nation would lead to confe-
quences highly interefting to cvery other. Notwith-
ftanding this circumftance, the far greatcr part. of
the demand of Europe will be fupplied from this
quarter fo foon as trade is permitted to run in its
natural channel, by bcing more fully underftood.
There has appeared a calculation tending to prave
that faltpetge may be imported from Bengal to Ex
rope at z“fl per ton, whereas that manufatured*in:
Spain cgdts from gol, to 100l. fterling.

Ir
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* It is probable that the importance of thefe pro-
vinces has never yet been fully difcerned, ‘nor their
value felt. Time, and more liberal ideas of . com-
merce, will difcover other branches of trade which
India may advantageoufly carry on with Europé.
We are at preferit indebted to Portugal for the an-
nual fupply of raw hides, to the amount of nearly a
million * ; an equal quantity might bé furnithed by
Bengal on terms perhaps equally advantageous.

We have already mentioned the buffalo as an ob-
je€t of natural hiftory, and an inftrument of rural la-
bou¥; but that animal is ftill more valuable as af.
fording an article of commerce: The black cattle of
thefe provinces, including the buffalo, have heen efti-
mated at 200,000,000; taking the number at one
tenth part of this eftimate, a fupply equal to that of
Brazil might eafily be obtained. This has been
reckoned 120,000 annually, a number probably
much inferior to the cafualties of this part of India,
where the currier feldom thinks it worth his trouble
to fkin any animal dying a natural death. A cow-
hide, after tanning, colts eight anas ; that of a buf-
falo being larger, may bring ten or twelve. At two
rupces each, hides tanned in the beft:manner which
is known here, might be fhipped for;Europe; per-
taps they may be furnithed at a ftill c?xeaper rate.

‘

From

* Vide Remaiks, &c. p. 140,
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- Froy Hyrdevar.to:Cape Comorin, the Britith na-
tion pofiefles either domjniop or influence; and’
this vaft tradk of country which contgins almoft eve-
ry foil-and. We, will probably be found capable of
produoing gvery arficle hitherto deemed. peculiar to
. China or America. ]t is certainly.a wide and untried
ficld for experiment, of which in all human proba-
hility the indolent and unambitions natives would
never have ayajled themfelves.  That they have fal-
len under the guidance and dowinion of a more en-
terprifing people, may perhaps be one of thofe defti-
natigns of Providence of which, as we are incapable
of forefecing the confequences, we mult be unfit to
appreciate the wifdom. However this muy be, the
conclufion is fair, “until expenence contradxét it;
that as India has been found to contain birds, ani-
mals, infetts, and plants fimilar to thofe of other
countries in the fame latitudes, it muft poflefs every
effe enfial reguifite for. fupilar produétions to exercife
ﬂ(e induftry of the mannfaﬁurer, or to reward the
labour of the poor.

A Gentleman, equally diftinguithed for his hp-
manity, as he is by an extenfive knowledge of the
fituation of India, flates, ¢ that no public provifion
exifts in our proyinces to relicve the wants of the
poor and helplefs. 1he only employment in which
widows and female orphans, incapacitated from ffep!
labour by ficknefs, or by their rank can earn a fub-
fiftence, is, by fpinning : and this is the only employ-
ment tquphich the female part of a family can ap-

ply
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-«:17, to maintain the men, fhonld they pgﬁ[qnaliﬁql
ior labour by infirmity gr otherwife. To 3l it is 2 re~
fource, which when not abfolutely nepeﬁary to thejr
fubfiftence, conmbutes at leaft 1o.zelieye the. dlf-»
trefles of the poor. Thele diftrefles are great, and
of none greater than- of the many decayed families-
who once enjoyed the comforts of life. Thefﬂ
‘arc numerous in India, and whether enntled 1o the
confideration of Government or not, they have cer-
tainly a claim on their humanity.”

Sucu confiderations have fuggelted various em-
ployments to this benevolent writer, which might
contribute to their relief, while they added to the
commerce and profperity of the country. He pro-
pofes cotton yarn, which could be imported into
England from Bengal cheaper than cotton wogl. He
alleges that linen and woollen yarn are imported
from Ireland to the large amount of 330,005 pounds
annually ; and contends that if no injury be fyftained
by the manufaturcs of Britain from this circums.
ftance, thcy waquld be equally uninjured by the im-
portation of cotton yarns from Bengal. This rea-
foning he applies to cotton woal, filk ip the cocoon,
and filarure and wound filk. ¢

DirrerENT fpecies of wood for the piyer.. and the
ﬁybmet -maker, are alfo rpcommeadepi &ead of that
employed in Junnage. The, gums, and vegetable
oils with which E ng}and—-‘lf fupplied from foreign
countries, are the produ& of thefe provinces ; and
*  the:
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the exportation, he ‘argues, would reward the n-
duftry of the native inhabitants. Tincal, borax, fal
ammoniac, and various other articles might be pro-
cured in this country ; but probably not on equal
terms: and as often as this happens the operations
of the manufaurer, and the fpeculations of the
merchant will be guided, not by ‘the withes of the
benevolent, but by their own views of private ad-
vantage.

Tie man who begins a new branch of manufac-
ture, and carries it on with perfeverance, is the moft
ufeful member of a community. His money circu-
lates among the laborious poor, and is more bene-
ficially beftowed than if the fame fums were beftow-
ed in charity upon the indolent. Such enterprifes,
however, are in general undertaken from views of
private and individual emolument : and to ftimulate
to fuch exertions it is neceffary firft to prove that
they are likely to be lucrative. If by any means the
number of private adventurers to India be increafed,
therc can remain no doubt of their enterprife -or
emulation : "an excefs of thefe qualities has often
been their fault, and the punifhiient of it their ruin.
'The Indigo trade affords too many proofs of this
falt; nor is there any bufinefs in the hancs of Eu-
ropeans that does not illuftrate the truth of it. lhat
pirit which induces a man to combat every fentimdat
of affetion, whetheér- for his courntry or his fricnds,”
and Progepts hlm to’ abiLdon them with fo much

perfonal
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peronal rifk, is a full fecurity for the enterpnfe of
almoft every trader in India.

, Tms charatter of the Britith merchants is confpi-
cuous in Calcutta and it affords a ftrong prefump-
tion, that tradmg in the various articles above enume-
rated, holds out no profpe& of advantage otherwife
it would have attratted the notice of fo difcerning a
body of men : nor is it to be urged that politicians,
or embarrafling regulations have prevented this. The
ingenuity of merchants has found means of evading
or {urmounting almoft every regulation that militated
againft their intereft.



OF HARVESTING; &c. IN UPPER INDIA.

®0 000000000

Chunar, March 1798.

Tais and the fubfequent month conftitute the har-
velt feafon in thofe diftriéts where wheat and barley
are the prevailing crops, and where from this eleva-
tion the inundations of the Ganges do not convey
moifture or fertility for the produétion of rice.

Or the various mixture which has grown on the
fame field, flax and muflard are the firft eipe. Thefe
are both deftined for oil; and when pulled and
trode out, the feed is fecured in bafkets, till a con-
venient period for bruifing it arrives. I'he treading
out is performed in the open field, on a fmooth iyot,
that has been leveiled and prepared for the purpow,
o that the feed and cRafFcan be fwept up as eafily as
from a barn floor. :

‘ On
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* On fome fields the barley and flax are reaped to~
gether ; or are pulled up by the roots if the crop
prove too fhort for the fickle. More frequently,
however, the flax and muftard according as they
ripen, are gleaned from the other grains. In the
fameé manner the flowers are picked from the yellow
dye, and dried for prefervation : thus by colle&ting
the different crops as they ripen, the wheat or barley
which remains, is greatly injured by being fuccef-
fively trampled in thefe different operations. The
practice of multifarious crops, if cenfurable with
you who reap all forts at once, muit prove much
mora objettionable where fo much pernicious wafte is
occafioned by the feet of the reapers.

True harvefting of the natives, like all their other
labours difplays much more buitle than dilpaich :
you may perceive ‘ome hundreds {traggling through
a filld without a.y method or resularity. Some
pick the flower of the dye . others cut flix, fome a-
ther mufts d. while feveral are colliéting i -0
bunches what is reaped, and car:ying them to the
th-athin. Hoor. A Company of reapers with you
are fo fltioned at their labour, that you can judge
eafily hoth of the quaitity performed by each work-
man and thc manner m which he executes it.  A-
mong them emulation ftimulates to exertion and
cliezifuliefs here every-one faunters through the
“fiela’ us he plesfes, and no cie perfor ~s nearly one
half of the wo'k thar might be difpatched by a more
judicions diftnbution, .

Vor. 1L Rr A
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A Hindoo reaper turning out to his work, fcarce-
ly recals to your mind the image of a European la-
bourer ; while his h::aé is wrapt up in a profution of
dirty cloth, the reft of his body is almoft naked ; and -
the cold of “‘the mornings at this feafon makes his
limbs. thake more iike a perion about to fall down in
an ague than a reaper going to perform a day’s la-
bour. In one hand he carries a very fmall hook, in
the other rope, with which he carries home all that
he cuts during the day.

Tm: ufe of cattle in carrying the crop is feldom
pradtifed ; nor is to be afcribed altogether to the bad-
nefs of the roads, for at this feafon the foil is every
where dry and firm, but to the fmall quantity cut
down, which is frequently not more than the reaper
can carry. Thrathing being often performed in the
field, the ftraw becomes f{till more eafily conveyed
from the diminution of weight. On the field the
wheat, barley, and flax are much higher than they
are in England ; while the Palma Chrifti, the Indian
corn, and the Badjera t, are far more bulky than any
produce of kuglith hufbandry. They rilc from eight
to twelve feet in Leight, and are often fo thick-that
they are impervious to the air. ‘The fugar allo
grws pretty tall; and from its great clofcnefs muit
ftagnate the air: fo that did not experience contra-
diét it, you would cenclude that it enriched rather,

thais

4 A kind of mllet,
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¢han impoverithed the foil.. The leafy and legumx-
nous plants do-not uniformly enrich the land upon
svhich they are raifed; fome of them as tobacco,
draw fo much nourifhment that ftagnated air cannot
fapply the wafte. Tobacco land, as well as fugar
fields, muft therefore be invigorated with manure.

MucH of the wheat and barley here, as w 1l as of
the rice, is loft by over rinencfs  The labour of har-
vefting fo many crops, all coming forward nearly at
1he fame time, is too much for the farmer to ov.r-
take. Some kinds, like the flowers of the y.llow
dye,, muft be. picked ftor feveral wecks at intervals,
from the fucceffion of flowers coming forward ura-
dually. The barley, therefore, which is a conunon
mixture with this crop is not only repeatedly tro.uen,
but often drops before the labourer can afford time
{or cutting it down.

NerTHER the different fields, nor the feparate pof-
feflions of Ryuts, are purted by hedges as they are
in England 5 but here fhilter is lefs neéeflury, as the
extraordinary height to which fome of thé crops rife
yields f{ufficient thelter to all in their vicinity The
paiture lands being generally in a bdrren’or waite
ftate, and lying at a diftance, dykes becpme unnecef-
{ary for their defence. Should, however, the coun-
try become cempletely occupied, or huifbandry ear-
rief on with greater vigour, fences and inclofures
would be found as rerciary as they are in Britain,
md an equally(valuable acquifition in hufb.rdry.

Aruficial

Y
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Artificial graffes could never be preferved withont -
fences ; nor has the fubftitution of a herdfman on clay
foils ever anfwered the end of prote&ting them.
trefpafiing for a few hours, the feet of black cattle
have been found ennrely to ruin a field of -fown
graffes..

Herbpine of fheep, cattle, and goats, is common
not only in Behar, but over all India; and there is
reafon to believe that a more certain criterion can-
not be afforded of imperfe&t hufbandry; for without
reft, pafturing cattle never thrive. Here, where the
paftures are common to a whole village, each tenant
feems to put to it as many cattle as he choofes. ‘Lhe
land is overftocked ; the cattle ftarved ; and inftead
of a greater profit, the wretched peafa.nt does not
reap the half of the benefit that a third part of his
ftock, properly fed, would yield. Examples of this
wretched management are two frequently under your
obfervation to require any comments from me upon
the fub]e& Here, however, the fyftem is beyond
all mealure more pernicious, from the length to
wi:ch it is carried "1 have met a drove of fome
hundred cattle coming in from this wretched pafture,
not one of which  would have weighed againft your
beft fheep. The black cattle and the hogs are barely
kept alive ; the hogs and: fheep on a fhort pafture
make a better fubfiftence, but are never fattened, un-
lefs at the ftall.

-

Durine
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- «Durins the dry feafon, and more particulasly the
prevailing of the hot winds, every thing like verdure
Ajfappears ; fo that on examining a herd of cattle; and
their pafture, you are not fo much furprifed at their
leannefs, as that they are alive, . The grafs cutters,
a clafs of fervants kept by Europeans for procuring
food for their horles, will bring provender from a
‘field where grafs is hardly vifible. ihey ufe a fharp
inftrument, like a trowel, with which they cut the
roots below the furface. 1hefe roots, when cleared
of earth by wafhing, afford the only green food which
it is here poffible to procure.

OF the artificial grafles, none ‘have ever been at.
tempted fo far up the country as the place from
which I now write. The hot winds would in all pro-
bability not only fcorch the portion expofed above
ground, but would penetiate fo far into the earth as
would probably prevent them from fhooting up in
the fucceeding rains. With regard' to the raifing of
turnips, cabbages, carrots. and greens, experimeuts
fufficiently dccifive have annually beep made in the
gardens of Kuropeans. Here thefe atticles are all
raifed during the cold months, but no.art can pre-
ferve them agamﬁ the deadly influence of the hot
winds : though in each garden a fupply of water is
daily drawn by two bullocks, thefe vegetables are
now languithing, and before the énd of the prefent

#month they will penth in 1pm ot every effort to pre-
ferve them.

ALL:
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ALL the different particulars. which have hithertc
been occafionally noticed, will not enable you to
form a juft eftimate of Hindoo:agriculrure, unlefs
the pratical effects of their numerous prejudices are
taken into account. One which 1 have not yet men-
tioned, operates very prejudicially ; it is the unfair
competition eftablifhed between the Ryuts of diffe-
rent cafts. A perfon of the rank ot Brah:nin obtains
not only his leaie on eafier terms, but has feveral
exemptions, to which his infuriors are expofed. A
Ryut of the other claffcs is ftiil more favoured th.n
the Chumars, though not on a fouting with the B-ah-
min: a perfon of the latter caft has ai ingenious me-
thod of enforcing payment of a debt, or indecd orany
claim which could not be prattifed anong a peo le
lefs enflaved by the priefthood He plices himi. If
before the door of the unhappy debtor, and vows
never to leave it till he obtains hit demand. Should
this not produce the effet, he threarens to fturve
himfelf to dcatH before his door; a d tuch is their
terror for this confequence, which would excommu.
nicate the moft coni:derable family, and fricver ruin
it, that no demand is cver refuled, even though sne
juft. :

THe perfon before whole door a Brahmin had
ftarved, would be rcgarded as t..e moft infamous and
abandoned of men; and as {uch could expe&, no
countenance from focicty. In the exation of venbs
from perfons of higher caft much wore lenity and
indulgence is fhewn, than to the lower orders. Thus

. the
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the Hindoos fuffer all the evils refulting frém. an ‘an-
equal ftate of fociety; without participating ‘in almoft
any of its avantages. In Europe, ‘the fpeculative,
«he -opulent, and even the idle, either add to the
conveniences, the amufement,-or the elegance of fo-
ciety.~ Here the indolent Brahmin minifters to nei«
ther : his knowledge does not enable him in one in-
dividual of a thoufand, to inftru& fociety either as an
author or-a teacher : above the rank of alabourer his
ind\ ftry is not only deftroyed, but his indolence be-
comcs pernicious as an example ; while . the fplenetic
habits of the religionift prevent him from mixing in
fociety, or contributiny to its luftre or elegance.

‘T'tir prejudices entertained againft many kinds of
wholelome food, which are nourifhed and' upheld by
the precepts :nd exa.ple of this order, we have al-
ready noticed, injuring agriculture in fome important
particulars,”and preventing the whole people from
purfuing feveral of the moft approved branches of
rural eceonomy  The number of holidays which fre-
quently interrupt rural labour, are at fome feafons
particularly inconvenient ; while the conftant prac-
tice of every individual going to the river to bathe and
carry water, is a lerious encroachment upon harveft
labour, which a more accommodating fyftem would
have avoided. 3
. 'bo thefe confiderations we muft alfo add the mean

and impertect implements employed in every depart-
ment of hufbandry ; the inferiority of their working
+ cattle,
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cattle, and deficiency of yoads, and every adequate
means of land carriage: . thefe are circumftances
which whether regarded as the caufes or. confequences
of imperfet hufbandry, are certain proofs.of ies, back3:
ward and wnpromifing ftate. Such, however, are
the circumftances and atual condition of a people
who are frequently reprefented to Europeans as in a
very high degree of improvement in all-the arts, and
as having. carried many to the ne plus uitra of per-

fection.

PARTICULAR



PARTICULAR BRANCHES OF RURAL EOONOM‘Y W ‘rm
DISTRICT. ’

*«e® 0@ o0 000 e

Benares, 1797.

Tae internal commerce of Bengal is carried on, as
we have fecn, chiefly by craft on the different
branches of the great river ; fome Jpart of it is alfo
conveyed by land carriage, from the different places
where produce is manufadtured, to the banks of thufe
rivers, or to market In both cafes the carriers are
mcrchants, who do not often hire thei¥ carriage, but
purchafe at one pluce what they fell at another.

‘W . have yet bur little account of the (dandies)
boatmen ; when employed by the natives they re-
ceive little more than their food, which is furnithed
-tommonly in grain, with a fmall allowance of money
for the purchafe of falt, tobacco, and a little
cloathing. o

Vou. II. Ss- ' Tus:
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Tue rité of freight charged by the owners' of
thefe veffels is fo'much per maun of their burden:
eftimated ‘at ‘thrée rupees per hundred maun, when
carried an hundred miles*. When the boats are
emiployed by the owners on their own account it is
believed that they tranfport goods at a much fmaller
expence. The average rate of travelling with, and
againft the current, may be reckoned twenty-five
miles ; henece a ton is carried for that diftance for
Iefs than fixpence of our money.

Trr land carriage is managed with an equal de-
gree of economy. It is moft commonly performed
by oxen ; fometimes by the fmall horfes of the coun.
try, and occafionally by buffaloes. The latter ani-
mals, though ftronger, and more docile than oxen,
are lefs eafily maintained. The carrier allows his
eattle no grain, feldlom even ftraw; the gleanings
occafionally made on the road-fides are the whole
fupport of the oxen, a fare too flender and precarious
for the buffalo.

THe tear and wear of cattle §, and the fubfiftence
of one driver to four oxen, is all the pofitive expence
of land carriage ; which at a medium has been efti-
mated at half an ana per day for one maund. The

- ufe

» V‘dc Remérks on the Agriculture and Commerce, 8c., -

1 The § pncc of a carrier’s hefl oxen is about exght rupees,
and their burden is from four to fix maunds.
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“ule of carts were it praticable, would greatly increafe
the facility of land carriage. But ‘except. in the
neighbourhood of military ftations there are no roads”
in this part of India. The country affords ne fub-
ftantial materials for their conftruion; and thofe
maghificent cawfeways which facilitated mtercourfe
under the native princes, are hardly difcernible.

From fuch inftruments of convcyance you may
conclude, that the internal commerce of this coun-

try, notwithftanding its natural advantages. is in a
languid ftate. In fad, the exportation of grain from
corn, countries, and the importation of falt, confti-
tute the principal part of this commerce. The im-
portation of cotton from the weftern provinces, and
the exchange of tobacco, and beetle nut, form almoft
the whole fupply of internal confumption. Picce
goods, filk, faltpetre, opium, fugar, and indigo pafs
almoft entirely through the hands ef the Company.

' THE internal duties which form the bafis of an ef-
timation of the commerce, have been abolifhed.
From their former amount of eight per cent. on
the real value, the whole annual amount of internal
commerce, excluding the Company’s inveftment,
has been eftimated at three millions and a half; of
which one pafles through the hands of ‘the Company
by the monopoly of falt. The intcrnal conveyance
of grain is conducted entirely by the natives; this
alone has been flated at two millions, exclufive of
that [upplied to towns by their immediate vicinity.
Durive -
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.. Durino .3 fhort excurfion in the vicinity of this:
city I have had an opportanity of examining the ftate
0! the wheat and barley crops, which are nearly ripe.
‘T ey are inferior to the fame crops in Britain, and
particularly in length The barley, or rather big,
for it is all of that inferior fpecies, does not exceed
twelve or fourteen inches in height; but where the
knd is in good order it is a clofe crop, and yields
plump grain. The wheat is bearded. and would
pleafc you worfe than the barley; it never rifes a-
b-ne the height of two feet, and would in England
be reckoned a light crop  The prepofterous cuftom
of . ixing the ycllow dye with the white corn, hurts
the eye of a farmer, and occafions the one crop
much injuty by reaping the other, independent of
the milchicf of crewding the grain.

Sucar is a frequent produce, in this diftri&,
which is reckoned one of the richeft in India I
bave had occafion to admire the fimple apparatus
employed by the natives in exprefling the fugar, and
boiling it. A ftone mortar, and wooden piftern,
turned by two {mall bullocks, the whole not worth
twelve rupees, conftitutes the expence of the opera-
tion. The pots uled for boiling are of the common
earthen ware, every wnere made here. By a judi-
cious mode of placing thefe under ground, and in-
troducing the icat by a draught of air, like thas in a
furndce, a imall quantity of fuel is fufficient.

Here
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* « Here as well as in the Welt Indies; ‘the Tugar
harveft is a bufy but joyous feafon. THe native la-
bourers grow plump and well conditioned on the
offals and little perquifites about a fugar work. " All
the different operations of cutting, grinding, and boil-
ing, are carried on at the fame time, which occafions
a buftle on the farin rather exhilarating than op-
preflive. It is fuch a fcene as your ftout reapers ex-
hibit, when they fee before them the clofe of a har-
veft labour, or when bringing the laft fheaves into
the barn-yard.

ArTer the tragical, and too pathetic defcriptions
which we read of the late peculations and oppreflions
of Benares, I was happily difappointed, when 1 faw
the fubjet before me, unvarnithed by rhetorical art,
but richly covered with natural luxuriance, or with
the produce of rural laboyr.

Tue numerous groves, (Topes it the languzge of
the country), give the whole province the appcarance
of a foreft ; and afford an agreeable fhelter to cartle,
and a retreat to the traveller from the noon day heat,
Iris deemed a moft meritorious aé, in the eye of re-
ligion, as well as a civil duty, to plant a tope of man-
goes. The fruit is rich, and nutritivé; and affords
one happy, but rare example of the coincidence of
Hindoo prejudice with the dictates of morality, and
the emolument of the Peafantry.

THsx



46 "INDIAN RECREATIONS,

Tie trees when planted, belong often to the
planter, ‘and not to the proprietor of the foil ; the
former pays the latter a certain proportion of the
fruit as a ground rent 1 had here an opportunity of
fecing the'eftatc of a Zemindar, who, though owner
of the land, was not entitled to the fruit of the Lopes ;
nor was the tenant an Furopean to whom he haa let
a great part of his property. The complicated pro-
prietory right was in this inftance fhared by four
parties ; government, the z:mindar, the Luropen
tenant, and the planter of the mango trees: L. 10
thefe you add the vague and unfubttantial interelts of
the Subah, and Emperor of Hindoftan you will, hiive
fome idea of that chain, whofe links conitituic ihe
different bonds by which property is held in India.

On the eftate of this Zemindar, too, I vifited a
fmall, and almoft inacceflible m:ount, which ":ad late-
ly been conferred on.a devotee ‘lThe whole was
planted with fruit trees and vegetables. among which
this holy perfon lived, without the cover of an houfe,
and performed the rigid farces of aicetic devotion
before the multitude. While this devotee pretended
to renounce all the concerns ot this material world,
and its grofs allurements, it was pluinly obfervable,
that he had found opportunity of tnatching a glance
at his neighbour’s farm feveral fhreds of which he
had actually appropriated to himfelf, by gradually ex-
tending, during night, the limits of a paltry hedge.
Zeal operates iu cvery diretion; yet a&tive as it is,
it cannéalways counterat the movements of ca:nal

' appetite,
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appetite, or check the growth of our felfifh affettiens.
Wor have the good Fakeers, who have undertaken to
dad men to heaven, by the force of holy example,
been always able to defend themfelves from the in-
roads of thefe paflions. Happy were it for mankind,
did this confecrated mount at Benares, alone difplay
an example of the imperfetion of piety, or were it
the only monument of the inftability of human vir-
tue; butalas! it is whifpered even here, that the Fa-
keers, the moft facred portion of a religious people,
frequently apply for medical affiftance in a difeafe
which is feldom contracteé but in the triumphs of in-
continence over the frailty of nature; and that a-
midft all the féeming mortification and aufterity of
their lives, and the facred vows by which they are
bound, thefe religionifts too frequently difplay the
paflions of the man rifing upon the ruins of the faint.

oF



OF THE SALT MANUFACTURE, AND COLLECTION OF¥
REVENUE.

Chunar, Feb. 1797.

TFrekbours of the Hindoa are certainly not more op-
preflive in general, than tholc of the Furopean. The
toil of the Molungees, P falt mak rs), however, is an
exception ; {c'r & is, botl i in its nuture and duration,
the moft pervicious and {lavith employment in this,

or perhaps in any country.

“ A large proportion of the falt madc in Bengal
is manufattured in defarts, overflowed every-tide by
the ea; and the climate of tref. defarts is immical
to cvery conftitution * > All the conplaints occa-
fioned by heat and moilture, appear there in .thejr

moft

® Vide remarks on the agriculture and commerce of Bengal,
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moﬂ: malignant form : Dyﬁanteuos; at gn; B, are
@g{ly fatal. ‘The uahappy "’&‘%ﬁ ,g%s difqr-r
are avoided as infeious by thielr.cgmpanions,

and fuffered to pine without receiving either that aid
or confolation;. ‘which compaffion ufually pays “t&'the
wretched.  The progrefs of the diforder, in fuch,
circumftances, leads to certain- death, if that event be

not anticipated by the tigers and alllgators, by which
thefe dreary waftes are infefted.

THE tigers, accuftomed to human blood, boldly
attack the falters; while the alligators are alvays
ready to affail cach unfortunate individual who may
ftray {from hiscompanions.

These are not the only evils to which the Molun-
gees are expofed : their unhealthy and dasgerous
employment carries them to a diftance from their
families, where their provifion, and even water is
fupplied by a long carriage. “Frofheice, therefore,
a native will not engage as a falter; and this circum-
ftance occafions a fpecies of flavery to be eftablithed
in this manufacture in many countri¢s, which with
you remained till very latcly, but which here has yet
received neither remudy nor alleviatipn. Whoever
has once laboured at the falt works, js bound him-
felf and his pofterity forever to continue in that oc-
cupation,

L] -~
From the great mortality ineident to their employ-
ment, the falters do-not keep, up their members,” but

Vor. 1L Tt the
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the. m%} wa.lle, like that_ of the.flaves in the We&
Indies, is gpmnuzﬂy fupphed by un]uﬁlﬁab!r)m-,
ﬁces, in pmnng frefh recnuts. '

~.L4_womums are either decoyed to thefe works by
falfe reprefentations, or they are compelled, on al-
ledged proof of their profeffion, to engage in them.
This proof, it is faid, frequently ‘confifts of perjured
evidence, which is here never difficult to attain; or
‘is fupported by the ordeal, thgt mock evidence whlch
chara&ernfes a barbarous fyftem of ]unfprudence.

Tuxr falt revenue is fo confiderable, that the trade
cannot be laid afide, nor can an article of living fo
neceflary be abandoned. Several improvements
have been fuggefted to render the procefs lefs pre-
judicial to the workmen. It has been propofed to
manufa&ture falt in lefs unhealthy fituations, or to
import it from the Coromandel coaft. A duty has
been propofed.. ig. tead of the monopoly i in the hands
of the Company

THe annual fales have amounted to one million
fterling ; and the neat revenue after dedutting
charges, has been fo confiderable, that no adequate
compenfation for fo important a facrifice can eafily
be found. Hence the unfortunate Molungees conti-
nue in the moft wretched of all ﬂavery. o

True falt.agents employed by Government, cannot
juftly be charged with' the fuﬂ'enngs of thefe people,

arifing
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&:&fmm the local fituation; ‘or the:tidlighity of

ate. - They arenot, perhapt, W&bleamh
¢ methods pra&tifed in procuring the dévoted indi-

viduals to engage in thefe works. The neceffity of
having them fupplied, has however been fuppofed to
render them negligent in fcrutinizing the means made
ufe of for that purpofe: What we would conceal
from ourfelves, or what we with not to know, wé
muft always be little inquifitive to learn,

THE expefted free revenue arifing from the fale
of falt, is faid to be no more than forty-two lacks :
fomg have argued that this reverue might be made
good by impdfing a duty on the article of one rupee
each maun; and contend, that the increafed con-
fumption, on lowering its price, would render this
fum perfe&ly cflicient.

A different arrangemgnm Q’T‘fak trade is, per-
haps defirable in another view : T §&bigh price of

the article has compelled the poor to a more fparing
ufe of it, than appetite diftates, or health requires.
The quantity they employ is certainly fmall, and
were falt a luxury, and not a neceffary of life, you
would defire to fee them more amply fupplied.

THE charges and advances upon thé falt manufac-
ture, are ftated at thirty-nine thoufand pounds, or
nearly forty per cent. on the whole amount of the
fales. The number of workmen employed, the fmall
‘quantity of labour performed under the immediate

!nfp;&ion
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xﬂf“péfﬁ’éh%f native' fupefintendants, oceafions
heavry c’kpe:iﬂinwe The expence of the crk?et..%'
of ‘every defcription "of revenue here, is certainly
!arge, -anid the number of fubordinate’ officers is be-
yond ‘aH proportion greater than with you.- Itis
probable that fome laxity in the management takes
place, as very large fortunes have been frequently
amafled by individuals in the revenue department,
while no clafs of men are more lavifth in their ex-
penditure.

Tue grofs rent paid the landholder in Bengal, is
by d competent judge * ftated at abpve five arore,
and ninety four lacks; while the charges of collec-
tion, at forty per cent. amount to two crore, thirty-
feven lacks : Hence the landholder can only realife
three crore, fifty-feven lacks, nearly.

Every Mg\}’z . e arillrgs, requires a Putwary,
(officer of acﬂ&g_ffrts). "The whole number of Maw-
zas in thefe provinces, amounts to one hundred and
eight thoufand ; of which fome at prefent are wafte,
and contain feveral villages. The regulation is not
fo ftri¢tly complied with as to appoint an officer of
accounts to every village; one to three is probably
the real proportion. One officer for meflages, and
fuch fervice, called a gorait, is alfo neceffary to every
‘Mawza: two rupees each month, is the fmallelt

fubfilténce

® Author of Remarks, &ec.
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YeRfiftgnce that can be affigned to theﬂgovﬂ‘;kand
*ﬁ' is @ very moderate datdry’ for each
officer ‘of accounts. At thefe rates, however, fixty
thoufand putwarys, ‘and thrice that number of mef
fengers, require 2 falary of ninety-three dacks nd
fixty thoufand rupees.

- Berween the firlt colle@ion -at’ the villages, 2t
the principal divifions of diftrifts, other charges are
incurred ; without bringing thefe into account, new
fums are required for pergunnah charges; or thofe
expences incurred at larger diftrits. According
to the inftitutions of Acber, the number of per-
gunnahs was upwards of nine hundred. In the
prefent arrangement this divifion is mnot exaltly
followed ; fome pergunnahs being divided, and -o-
thers confolidated ; but the atual number is believa
ed to be nearly the fame.

For each of thefe pergunnahs % gwmber of ac-
countants, regifters, fecretaries, guards, and peons
are required, and their prefent allowances, in fa-
laries, fees, and perquifites, has on a moderate com-
putation, been eftimated at five hundred rupees per
month. Nine hundred diftricts, at this monthly
charge, require an annual eftablithed’expenditure of
fifty-four thoufand rupees. If to thefe fums you
add other incidental charges incurfel between the
laridholder and tenant, two crore thirty-feven lacks
for the expences of collection, will be fully account-
ed far, ‘

Arrer
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:,. ArTER [this heavy. deduion, there remajns, y
we, have ftated, mnearly three crores ﬁfty-fcy.e;@
to the landholder ;. but agreeably to the permanent
fettlement only one tenth part of this fum is left for
his own income, the other nine conftitute his affef-
ment to Government. In this country, therefore,
the Government, according to your ideas, will ap-
pear the proprietor rather than the Zemindar. The
intereft of the former being equally permanent, and
far more fubftantial than that of the latter: When
the zemindary is extenfive, the landholder does

_not appropriate even the tenth part of the grofs
rents. In fuch a fituation, he appears like a fu-
perintendant of a numerous train of fubordinate
colle&tors, for every one of whom he is refpon-
fible.

Manv of the properties in Bengal are fmall;
on theft a calcul}a_t_ig.g;,hg‘s‘ll)ecn made to admit of
a larger ﬂ)gﬁ,‘gb the proprieter ; becaufe in fuch
inftances a tenth of .the grols payments would have
proved totally inadequate for his fupport. ¢ The
particular fan&ion of Government for fuch calcu-
lations was feldom neceflary ; becaufe moft “of the
fmall properties were held upon tenures which fur-
nithed their own ftandard for the fettlement t.””

Sucw

+ Vide Remarks, &ec.
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SucH is the ftupendous apd complex fyftem: a-

n,mjd" for colle@ting the revenue of Indis, without-
wing into account the number of civil fervants
appointed to this duty by the Company, who form
a fuperior clafs of revenue officers, receiving indi-
vidually far greater emoluments than any of the o-
thers-already noticed.

Trais fyftem to you muft appear awkward and
expenfive, from the exceflive number of agents
employed ; but here it is, perhaps, in a great
meafure unavoidable, from the extent of the
country, the number of villages, and the fmall
fums contribuled by each. A fingle manufac.
tory with you contributes more to Government,
than perhaps a whole pergunnah in India. One
large fea port may have its duties collefted by
a number of officers comparatively fmall, while
in levying an equal fym here. you muft’ main-
tain an eftablifhment i?\?ﬂ'i.c.ient fd&f’g@ole pro-
vince.

TuE want of altivity among the native writers
and accountants, tends alfo to increafe their num-
ber. In fome private families you will fee three .
or four writers employed mercly om family ac-
counts, which in Europe the mafter of it would
eafily adjuft with equal accuracy, by dcvotlng only
a few hours in the week, s

Bor
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. But as often as natives are employed, you
have apparent applieation to bufinefs, wit '
progrels ;. buftle with little difpatch ; and BamMEFC.L
agents- wathout mych execudon,



OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF PROPERTY IN LAND,

e e 9 s’e e o000

Chinjurab, March 1800,

Ir largc eftates in the pofleflion of individuals are
pernicious to the general intereft of agriculture, too
fmall a diftribution of land is ftill more injurious ;
and Bengal has had ;w&waq{;fehqty of fuffer-
ing at once both thefe evils. Oml&rbkﬁantml im-
provement, therefore, is the difmemberment of large
properties ; while in thofe inftances regulations
which encourage the fubdivifion of landed eftates
among  heirs, according to the common laws of in.
heritance, are falutg,ry in thelr operauogx

THere are over Bengal a vaft num})er of fubor-
dinate propnetors, who are fuppofed:to have had
their ongm in the hereditary nature of the different
officers in the collection of revenue under the Ze-

us\II J U\ oo mmdar..
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mindar. In fome parts thefe fmall properties hare
arifen from an extenfion of the right of ocmpaqug
from vague permanency to a hereditary and t <
able intereft. 'They are called Talooks, and all pay a
fixed quit rent, for a portion of land heritable in the
family, and transferable by the common rules of
law ; though in fome inftances the right of aliena-
tion was not recognized.

Tuerse eflates, originally fmall, foon were fubdi-
vided by the operation of the Hindoo and Mahom-
medan law relating to inheritance. The former di-
vides property intd equal fhares among heirs of the
fame degree, but excludes females, who fucceed only
in ‘failure of male heirs: The Mahommedan code
afligns to feveral relations their fpecific portions as
allotted by the Crown; and divides the remainder
of the inheritance in equal fhares to all males of the
fame degree, and half their portxon to females of the
fame degrec'qg"f” uonlangulnxtvs Thus a vaft num-
ber of propemes were {plit into portions fo fmall,
that the Talookdars in fome inftances ftand affefled
in the revenue books only at a few pence. Yet
thefe petty proprictors continue attached to their
pofleffions, limitiug their indultry to a paltry fpot,in-
capable of yielding them a fubfiftence, much lefs of
fupportmg a genteel indolence, which many attempt,
in 1m1tauon of their anceﬁors, on a divided patri-

: meny.

§ Vide rematks on t)&é agticulture, &ec.
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.mony. The idle indigence of thefe fmall proprie-
tors, exhibits agriculture. in, its worft Hata , Their
poverty ‘prevents every impravement ; the property
though cultivated to the utmoft, is ofien inadequate
to the fupport of a family. e

Frowm the unambitious, and indolent difpofition of
the natives, this ftate of property becomes peculiarly
pernicious : Satisfied with the produce of his ficld, if
it fupport life at any rate, he will neither apply to
any other occupation, nor cultivate more land. If
the property is let to a tenant, he is ftrained to the
utmoft to fupply the wants of a neceflitous landlord ;
and *his own proverty als as a bar to all fpirited cul-
tivation. The tenants of thefe fmall properties are
comparatively wretched, and their farms in<bad con-
dition. Mr. Young gives a fimilar account of the
ftate of property in fome parts of France.

Tais ftate of landed™ iR 3 Libiss the great
body of people in fo deprefied cir'cﬁkxﬂ"ﬂances, that
they can procure nothing but the mere neceffaries of
life. A wealthy peafantry, and well paid labourers,
encourage agriculture, manufaltures, and the arts,
by the large demand for their confumpgion ; while a
whole country poffeffed by indigent l?qprietors, or
ftill more wretched labourers, contribuges nothing to
general profperity, and is an unprofirable population.
‘The income left to all the proprietoss after paying
their affeffiments (nine tenths of the whole), has
been ftated jt rupees 26,46,409 ; this fum diftri-

- - buteg
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buted dmong more “thah’ 60,000 proprietors, leaves
an income to each of thirty rupees, a fum ipfufficient
to mamtam the famﬂy of the pooreit labourer.

Tr—xssn evils, by proceeding to extremxty, corret
themfelves : the zemindar of a very large diftrit pay-
ing g-loths of his whole income to the revenue,
on any calamity muft fall in arrear to government,
and part of the overgrown zemindary.is fold to dif-
charge his debt ; this portion falls probably ifto the
pofleflion of fome fmaller proprietor: on the other
hand, if the property of a petty Talookdar is fold
to defray his arrears of revenue, the probability is,
that the poffeffion will fall into the hands of a more
confiderable landholder. Hence in the lapfe of time
a nearer approach to equality of poffeflion will be efta-
blifhed : a perfect equality is unattainable, and pro-
bably would be difadvantageous.

In Aﬁw’"&t;reat body of the people are in a flate
of extreme poverty 2nd depreflion. ‘This is the firft
obfervation which forces itfelf on every European
when he beholds their condition. The intercourfe
of the Britith has had confiderable effect in bettermg
their circumftances. After all the avidity and irre-
gulaﬂtles which have been alleged againft our Go-
Yernment,. its fubje&s are the moft comfortable and
eafy in their ciréumftances of any in India. ‘lhe
farther operation of that government will prodtite in
time effets -ftill more decidedly favourable to the
people. ENY: {

~— " Mucn”
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« ‘MucH rogm ‘ftill ' is -déft for-adding ts their com. '
fort. ‘In: the -greater articles of ledging;’ food, ‘amd
-&loathing, their“fitdatién .is far-infetiorto' that:of any
nation 'in Eurgpe. Their 'Wl‘@}gs -are '&ight iand
‘paltry, which no-allowance for their manners ‘will
palliate.  An Hindoo in eafy circumftances accom=-
modates himfelf, it is true, only with a hut; but
this hut is clean, neat,-#nd warm : the great.body
of - people creep iinto wretched hovels, incapableof
fhelter or protelion, and of materials fo wretchéd as
to be unfit for fuel, and it muft do fo, net from man-
ners, but from poverty. |

Tur fame ‘thing is obfervable in drefs : the cli-
mate does: not require the-thick and fubftantial
cloathing of Europeans; but ‘among individuals,
whofe circumftances admit of choice, there is'fome
varicty, much cleanlinefs, and elegance of drefs.
When this is contralted ,{y_i}}\wkpe miferable rags or
nakednefs of ninety-nine in one It 'gilred of the peo-
ple, it is not to be afcribed to the fimplicity of Hin.
doo manners, but to the extremity of their indi-
gence. In their food, fleth is excluded from the
diet of the greater number, and. fermented liquor
from all ; yet that circumftance will fiot account for
the far greater part eiting millet, "pulfe, and bad
* grain, inftead -of white corn: nor Will any ‘circuri-
ftance of manners, ‘or religious: préjudice,: account
for the fmall portion of falt, fpice, and ghee uled in
the general run of ngals, while thofe of the opulent
are fo fuyy fupplied with thefe ingredients. It is
Y * therefore
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therefore to be concluded that the Afiatics are poor,;
and that thcy are’ themfelves confcious of that po-
verty ; and would’ willingly improve their condition,
though incapable of that perfevering induftry, or
that energy of exertion which charatterifes Euro-

peans,

IT has been urged, that from the low price of
provifions, the wages of a native labourer is equally
competent to his fubfiftence, as thofe of a Briton.
This is {carcely admiffible. In England the price of
a2 pound of meat is 5d. and of bread 2d. which makes
about one third of a labourer’s hire. In Benga] the
price of a labourer’s wages is one ana per day ; that
of coarfe rice is the fame ; but meat and bread is a
much more adequate meal than coarfe rice, even to
a Hindoo.

THEe average earning of a family in India has been
computed at .. rupees per month ; this, which is
probably a jult eftimate, can barely fupport a family
in the loweft form of exiftencet. Whether the
computation be accurate or not, the refult of itis a
correlt reprefentation of the condition of the great
body of the people in this country. ‘The intercourfe
of Europeans with a people fo circumftanced has
tended to animate their induftry, to diret it to new
objeds, and to procure labour an additional reward
by increafing the demand for it. »e

. Tue

+ Vide Remarks, &c. p. 6s-



INDIAN RECREATIONS. 343

- 'THa firlt commencement of our influence was ne-
ceffarily attended with turbulence and coﬂfnﬁon 3 the
exiftence of a regular Britith government is but a re-
cent circumftange; yet in the courfe of a few years
compleat fecurity has been afforded to all its depen-
dants ; many new manufactures have been eftablith-
ed ; many more have been extended, to anfwer the
demands of a larger exportation. We have there-
fore conferred upon our Afiaiic fubjefts an increafe
offecurity, of induftry, and of produce, and of confe-
quence greater means of enjoyment, as well as more
ample opportunity for acquiring thc knowledge of
vuth, and the prafice of virtue.

THE



THE PROFITS OF HUSBANDRY IN BENGAIL.

OOV EReeRsoe

Chinfurab,' 1830

A PRINTED treatife, cntitled Remarks on the Agri-
culture and Commerce of Bengal *, by a civil fervant
of the ‘Company, may be regarded as the only work
on this fub.™  wnen ucating of the profits of
hufbandry, “the author of thefe remarks diftinguithes
the cultivators into three clafles ; firft, thofe apply-
ing the labour they give, to hufbandry to land folely
on their account ; fecond, thofe tenants who mono-
polize land, to relet it to the attual cultivator at an
advanced rent ; and t}lirdly, thofe peafants who fu-
perintend the culture of their lands performed by

hired fervants or workmen.
Perpars

# This trentxfe has not yct been publifhed. ,
. \
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* » PerHAPs the greater part of the lands tenanted,
are poflefled by peafants who thus hire labour;
many being reftrained by prejudice from perfonal la-
bour ; many alfo are contented with fuperintending
the management of labour called in aid of their
own. As, however, thefe fervants and labourers alfo
ufe land on thcir own account, the peafants in re-
fpe€t to number, may be truly defcribed as labouting
unaffifted on the lands they ufe.

¢ A cultivator employing fervants, entertains ong
for every plough, paying monthly wages, which on
an average dg not exceed one rupee per menfem.
In a cheap diflri¢t we have found the monthly wages
as low as eight anas. DBut the tafk, on a medium of
a biggah a day, is completed by noon. ‘The cattle
are then lcft to the herdfman’s care, and the plough-
man follows other occupations the reft of the day,
moftly the cultivation™nf £ameands o his own ac-
count ; and this he generally tenants Bt ulf producc
from his employer. 'T'he quantity of land common-
ly uled by the ploughman, is afcertained by the ufage
of fome diftricts, which authorifes a fpecific quantity
to be underlet to the ploughman, equal to three
biggahs.”

Trus portion of land, cultivated folel§ by the per-
fonal Jabour of the ploughman, cannot pay him more
thant feven rupees per annum, which added to his
monthly allowance, gives a fubfiftence of ninetecen
rupees, or aljout two pounds feven fhillings of our

\7;}1‘, II: J X x woney.
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money. This is the wages of a very large portmn of
agncultural labourers.

¢ Ir the herd be fufficient to employ one perfon,
a fervant is entertained ; and he receives in money,
food, and clothing, to the value of one rupee and a
half per menfem. The fame herdlman, hewever,
generally tends the cattle of feveral peafants, receiv-
ing per head, a monthly allowance equal to half an
ana. One herdfman can tend fifty oxen or cows,
his fubfiflence will thus amount to nearly the fame
fum as the allowance of the laft clafs, or plough-
men. : , ¢
Wuen feveral ploughs are kept, the peafant ge-
nerally has a pair of oxen particularly affigned to the
implement which fupplies the place of a harrow: for
this is fuppofed to require ftronger cattle than are
fufficient fqr, the zX>ugh A plough complete cofts
lefs than as;apee : the price of a harrow is ftill more
inconfiderable. The cattle employed in either, are
of the fmalleft kind, and will not average more than
four or five rupees a head. The medium rule of
hire for a day’s labour of the plough or harrow is
two anas, or nearly fourpence fterling.
¢ For a hand-weeding, the labourers are very ge-
nerally paid in grain inftead of money: the ufual
daily allowance is from, two to three feer. The la-
bourers bring their own hoes, which are fmall fpuds,
and their coft is very trifling. T w&inty lab?urers
: may
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may weed a biggah in a day; which is at the rate of
fixty to each acre. ’

¢« For tran(:planting, the allowance and labour
performed are nearly the fame. No tool is required
for tranfplanting rice, the whole operation being per-
formed by the hand ; but for other cultures where a
tool is requifite in planting, an implement refembling
a hoe, on a long handle ; or one like a chiflel, alfo
on a long handle, is employed. .

¢ For hand-hoeing, the large hoe which in Ben-
gal ferves the purpofe of a fpade, is employed. Itis
wide and cufved, and fet on the handle at an acute
angle, which compels the labourer to {toop low to
his work. The fame tool ferves to break up old
lays, previous to drefling them with the plough, and
for other purpofes for which a fpade is employed in
Europe. The pay for digging,, though moft fevere,
is on the fame allowance with thal of”other country
labour, namely, between two and three feer per

day.

¢ ReaPING is generally performed as piece work,
the reapers being hired at a fheaf in fixteen; or, if
they allo carry in the harveft, at a fheaf in eight:
bur the whole expence of gathering the harvelt may
be. paid with one meafure of grain in fix, which pro-
vides for the labour of reaping, carrying, winnow-
ing, meafuring, and ftoring the crop. The thrafhing

13
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is not included, for corn is not thrathed, but trodden
out by the cattle of the farm.”

Huskine of rice, though fometimes the bufinefs
of the corn merchant, is frequently performed by
the peafants on the farm at leifare times. It is exe-
cuted with a wooden peftle and mortar, or under a
beater worked by a pedal of a fimple conftrucion.
It is hufked dry for home confumption ; but fcalded
for expertation, as the method beft calculated for pre-
fervation. ‘L he expence of fuel is nearly equal tothe
economy of labour, the allowance for hufking rice is
the fame in both procefles ; and is generally contrated
tor at five-eighths of clean rice to be returned for the
original quantity given out: the furplus, with the
chaff, pays for the labour.

SucH are the wages of the various kinds of la-
bour, on a gram farm ; they are nearly uniform,
and certainly “uery “moderate. It appears, howgver,
that a peafant cultivating on half produce, is ftill
worfe paid for his labour than the workman hired by
the day. Some {mall dedutions are made from the
crop before partition fuch as for meafurement, reli-
gious appropriations, &c.; others for fome of the
cultivator’s fmall expences : as thefe nearly balance
cach other, he may be regarded as receiving ex-
altly one half of  the prodnce to reward hxs las
bour,

T
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" *THE ptoduce of a biggah of rice, being a tolerable
fair crop, may be reckoned at ten maonds :

m s <
10 0 ¥

Dedutt the proprictor’s fhare with feed
advanced by him, - «. 513610
Labour of reaping and harvefting, 12610 -
Twenty days weeding at ¢L feer, - 1x 10 o©
Hufking, with waftage,, =~ - = oc2r 4 ¥
—_—09 4 4

o 35 16

THIRTY-FIVE feer fixteen chittacks of rice, is
worth at an average, not more than eleven apas,
which will not defray the labour of ploughing and
harrowing, even at the fmall allowance of two anas
per diem. Iere no allowance. Js, afforded for the
tear and wear of implements, nor forrthe intereft of
money borrowed for ftock. It follows therefore that
the peafant cultivating for half produce, is not fo
well rewarded for his labour as workimen hired by
the day or menth. In rich diftriéts, where the pro-
duce is greater, while the feed and labour are the
fame, he may be paid; but-of thefe diftriéts there
ars much fewer than of thofe that yield 4 produce lefs
than that above ftated; and in all fuch cultivation
for half produce is 1mpra€hcable, becaufe it will
not afford the fimplelt neceffaries.

=
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#¢ In the far greater part of the lands, cultivatien
for half produce .being impoflible, the.rent together
with all payments to the landholder and his officers,
is only one fourth of the grofs produce. Calculating
two <rops in the year, one of rice, the other of mil-
Jet and pulfe; their value oppofed to the rent and
expences of culture, feems to yield ftill a fmaller
fubfiftence to the Ryut than either the day-labourer
or cultivator for half produce. The plough, with
the neteflary complement of three yoke of. cattle,
and wages of a ploughman, cofts annually twenty-
two rupees and a half; this divided equally among
fifteen biggahs of land, which it is capable of ulti-
vating, gives an annual charge for ploughing each
biggah, of one rupee and a half,

¢ The annual profit and charges of a biggah of
this land, eftimating the two crops at the ufual ave.
rage, will be as follaws ; viz.
-®t Rup.
Seven maunds of rice at 3 4%
Thsee one haif maunds of pulfs, 2 3

K

5t
Rop.
Proportion of the plough - «- 1 8
One fourth of produce as rent, - 1 6
Seed, reaping, and harvefting, .- I 6
"Fwo weedings of fort& days labour, -« Iy .
;s 8
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+ Here there appears a lofs againft the culdivator
of one ana and a half for each biggali in his poffel
fion ; the laboury, however, for which we have cal-
culated him to pay, is furnithed- chiefly by his own
family, who alfo apply their leifure fo othes occupa-
tions, and thus earn for themfelves and their mafter
that feanty fubfiftence which they enjoy. The lands
underlet to his ploughmen alfo conmbutc a profit to
balance in part this lofs.

¢« In fadt, fays the author of the 'rémarks.git is not
upon the cultivation that the peafant depends for
profit, or even for comfortable maintenance. In
grazing diltri@s it is the dairy; in others, it is the
culture of fome more valuable produce which aids
the corn hufbandry. In grazing diitriéts, the otcu-
pying of arable land is neceffary toéntitle the Ryut
to pafture in the forefts and downs a proportionaté
herd of cattle. And the cultpre of corn; though
not equally profitable, ferves to alleyiate the ritk of
other branches, which leem precanous ‘in proportion
to the greatnels of profit. On the- failure of his
mulberry, or fugar cane, the peafant, had he ne
corn, mult fuffer the extremity of want ; but raifing
in corn and grain, a fuficiency for mere fubfiltence,
he can wait the fupply of his other wants, from the
fuccefs of other crops; or make a referve from the
fucg_fful year to meet the difficulties of another lefs
fertunate. :

[11 THa
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: ¢« THE profits of live ftock are lels precarious ;
they confift of the increafe of kine, and the milk of
buffaloes. Kine are wfually fed near home, on re-
ferved paftures, or on the wafte lands of the villages.
Buffaloes needing richer pafture, and thriving on
rank vegetation, do not find fufficient pafture in po-
pulous diftrits. The herds of this cattle are moft
pumerous in the northern and weftern diftriéts,
where in the rainy feafon they find pafturage on the
downs, and in dry weather on the foreft lands,
which “are moftly inundated during the rains. A
proportion of the buffaloes travel, in the dry feafon,
into the forefts of the countries whxch bordef on
Bengal.

¢ Brack catileare grazed ata very fmall expence.
It does not exceed eight anas a head for buffaloes,
and four anas annually for cows ; and in the grazing
diftriéts of Bengal, the whole annual expence incident
to live ftock d'Qes ot rife fo high.

« Tue profits of the dairy arife from the fale of
milk in various forms, and of clarified butter. As
this is a produce which bears tranfport to a djfferent
market, we calculate the profit as if the whole milk
underwent this preparation.

« Tue buffalo can daily fupply the dairy with two
or three feer of milk. Upon' an eftimate of ‘milch
cows, in the proportion of two thirds of the whole
herd, ‘throughout the year, (in which allowance is

. made
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:n}ade for the fuckling of calves), the produce is
nearly fifteen maund of milk, for each cow of the
herd.

« THe dairy man will contra&t without wages,
to deliver two feer and a half of clarified butter
for a maund of milk. At this rate the proprietor
thould receive thirty-feven feer and.an half of but.
ter for fifteen maund of milk, and may difpofe
of it for 'feven rupees and an half, from. which
a deduftion muft be made for tranfport from the
dairy to the market; for thefe cattle being ufually
grazed in remote countries, the temporary hut
which ferves for a dairy is far from the mar-
ket. This, however, with the expences eftimated
at feven anas per head, will hardly reduce the
annual profit much below feven rupees for each
buffale cow, or thirty per cent. on the capital,
valuing the buffalo on an average at twenty ru.
pees, and fuppofing that the mcleaﬁ; of ftock ful-
ly compenfates the lofs by mortalxty ahd accidents.
We make no account of the few male calves rear-
ed for facrifices, nor of thofe reared for labour;
buffaloes in Bengal Proper, being rarcly employ-
ed for burden, are for the labours of hufbandry.
The profits of the common cow, by the increafe
of ftock, are nearly in the fame proportion t> the
capital which purchafed them: they certainly a-
mouui-to thirty per cent. .

» Vor. IL. . Yy “ THE
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¢« THe profits of live ftock would be ftill greater,
did the confumption of animal food take off bar-
ren cows and oxen which had paffed their prime.
This. indeed can never happen where the Hindoos
conftitute the great mafs of populition; but moft
tribes of Hindoos have no obje&ion to the ufe of
other animal food. At their entertainments animal
food is generally introduced : But meat, (mutton
and goats fleth), being more than double the price
of vegetable food, it could not be afforded as a com-
mon diet upon the ufual earnings of labour. Whe-
ther this circumftance has much influence, or whe-
ther abflinence from animal food be mnot rather
afcribable to moral caufes, may be quefioned. Pro-
bably both have influence, though the latter has the
greateft. From whatever caufe it be, the confump-
tion of animal food is not fo confiderable as to render
the ftock of theep a general objeét of attention.

THEIR wool fupplies the internal confumption of
blankets, buft is'too coarfe, ‘and produces too fmall a
price to afford any confiderable profit on this ftock.
The valuable articles of fugar, tobacco, filk, opium,
cotton, and indigo are the principal dependence of
the cultivator for the fupply of conveniences, and for
the acceflion of wealth. . ‘Lhey derive a farther im-
portance as the objects of external commerce, and
they have therefore been treated of feparately, as mi-
nutely as information could be procured. -z -

L

PRESENT
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PRESENT STATE OF THE LOWER DOOAB.

Kinouge, Dec. 1798.

I~ pafling from Allahabad by Caunpore to this place,
a diftance of near two hundred miles, I have had op-
portunity of remarking the prefent ftate of the lower
Dooab, and of the adjacent province of ()ude. The
buildings moft worthy of notice are the remains of the
ancient towns of Cuarrah and Mannikbore. About
two centuries ago thefe places were the refidence of
the government of thofe provinces which ftill bear
theit name. When Acber changed the refidence of
the Soubahdar from Currah#o Allahabad. the whole
officers of his houfehold, whofe eftablithment and
equipage had conferred an air of magnificence upon
_ thleormer town, neceflarily changed their abode.

ke

"Tuis powerful caufe foon préved the ruin of Cur-

zah but independent of itg operation, the Yavages
of
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of time, in this country; muft fpeedily have produced
its decline. The incroachments of the Ganges, and
even of fmall rivers, foon effett the deftruction of
the ﬁrongeﬂ bmldmgs ; fince the immenfe quantity
of rain; which in this country falls in the fpace of a
few hours, gives them a degree of force and rapidity
which defies all refiftance. The rapid growth of
trees proves alfo a very powerful fource of decay to
-Indian buildings. The feeds of the pecple tree,
(Ficus indica ), as often as they fal] upon an old edi-
fice {pring up into trees with great rapidity; the
yoots you may obferve fpreading along the front of a
wall in fearch of nowrithment, for twenty feet;
wherever thefe find an interftice they penetrate, while
their enlargement gradually loofens and fhatters the
moft fuflicient buildings. Thus a town in India fuf-
fers as much in the courfe of fifty years, as in Eu-
ropeit would do in two centuries. Hence the ruins of
Kinouge and Gour, are but barely perceptible, while
cities of equel antiquity are in your quarter of the
world ftill perfeftly entire. The decay of Currah
and Mannikpore, it is faid, have been greatly haften-
cd by the late Nawab of Oude Azoph Dowlah,
who ordered feveral of the moft elegant buildings to
be deftroyed for the freeftone of whxch they were
built, that he might be fupplied with materials for
his new buildings at Lucknow.

Tue people who inhabit thefe venerablé rwins,
are lodged in wretched huts fuited to their deprefled
cnrcumﬂances, and fadly expr effive of the calamitous

. events .
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events they experienced during the diffolution of
the Mogul Empire. Their melancholy fituation
excited a more than common interelt, becaufe it is
unavoidably contrafted in the mind with their former
grandeur and magnificence. Our Moonthee, who is
a great adept in the traditional hiftory of India, af-
Tures us, that the inhabitants of both cities are in ge-
neral defcended from ancient and noble families,
who have been celebrated for producing feveral li-
terary charalters of confiderable note. The inhabi-
tants of Mannikpore lay claim.to fandity as well as
learning ; they are faid to be defcendants of the.Seyds
of Curdefi, a city of Perfia. Of this fanétity and
learmng you however will form no .elevated concep-
tion, when you are told that the prefent Rajah of the
diftri¢t is the reprefentative of an Pancient family
who received the government of it from a Fakeer,
who had himfelf obtained his inveftiture from the
hands of the Deity: here then,is a prince who pof-
fefles his rank, ftill more literally thaw was {uppofed
of Iuropean monarchs, jure divina.

Tue whole face of the country in the lower Dooab,

-as well as the appearance of the ruined towns, wears
a melancholy gloom. Remains of:its former popu.
lation and fertility are conmtinually meeting the eye
of the traveller, which he contrafts with the exten-
five /waltes or jungles that now occupy fo great a
part Of the furface. Large tanks, topes, and ferais,
are feen at fmall diftances upon thie roads. Jn the
formation of thefe the religious maxims of the na-
. tives.
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tives are ftrictly counefted with utility. To dig.a
tank; to plant a tope, or to build a ferai, every Hin-
doo exerts himfelf as far as his circumftances will
permit, iv the full conviction that he can in no other
way fo cértainly promote the good of his fellow
creatures, or fo effectually work out his own falva.
tion. Without tanks, the cattle during the dry fea-
fon wuould perith ; and without wells the traveller
cculd not fubfift,; nor agriculture be carried on, The
nu.nber of both that is neceffary implies fo great la.
bour and expence, that government has frequently
lent its affiftance to the inhabitants : and the hiftorian
of his own time, Golam Hoflein Khan, feripufly
urges it as an objection againt the Britifh, that nei-
ther individuals nor government have interefted
themfelves in thefe works of neceflity and mercy.
The former, he complains, are prevented from co-
lonizing, and therefore never can regard India as
their home. The, only principle that can atuate
them, is theaemoft expeditious method of accumu-
lating a fortune, ‘with which they may retire. from
the country ; the interefts of which are confidered
by them as remote as its fituation, From the very
nature of the cafe, there muft be fome foundation
for the complaint of this author ; and our fucceffors
in India will have caufe to regret that ftill fewer of
thefe neceffary erections remain than there is at pre-
fent.  Since therefore individuals cannot feel 'an af.
feQionate intereft for the welfare of a couns§ which
they are forbid to rcgard as their own; it is to be
Loped that government ‘will do away the grounds of

oo » this
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this complaint. However flu&uating the fituation of
individuals may be in India, the intereit of govern~
ment is pernranent in the country,

THe millet is now ripe, and affords an excellent
provender for our camels, elephants, and bullocks,
I'had frequently regretted that fo much of the ground
was occupied by a fmall eared pitiful grain, but the-
vaft quantity of ftraw about ten feet long, and an
inch in circumference, makes a tair compenfation for
the meannefs of the ear. The number of cattle ne-
ceflary for the camp equipage of an Indian army is
immenfe. and without a fupply of this provender which
npcns exattly*at the commencement of the cold fea-
fon, it would be impoflible for any confiderable body
of troops to keep the field. Our army, when joined
by the different detachments, will confift of about
eighteen thoufand infantry and cavalry, and probably
of a ftill greater number of the Nawab’s troops.
Thefe will be attended by more than twy nty thoufand
cattle of different kinds, and camp followers to five
times that amount. .

IN our prefent ftate we cover a line of march the
length of from fix to eight miles. "The marching of
a native army through a country either in a hoftile
or amicable manner, uniformly commits much de-
yaftatjon : European difcipline, and the attention of
ouf commanding officer, has converged this fcourge
of India to an advantage ; for wherever our troops
penetrate, a -market is thus prov:ded at the peafunts

* doory
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door for almoft every article he can fpare; while
his perfon and property arc more fecure than on or-
dinary occafions : for it is feldom the camp followers
are allowed to incroach even upon a corner of his
corn field, 2

InsTEAD Of the ordinary relief of the troops at the
different ftations, we have learned that we have
marched thus far on the commencement of a freth
campaign ; and that our battalions are to oppofe the
enterprifes of Zemana Shah, the Perfian King, and
the Mahrattas; and to co-operate as covering army
to the troops at Seringapatam: a meafure at once
judicious and neceffary. Zemana Shan and his an-
ceftors have for many years been the fcourge and
terror of Hindoftan: even by European troops he
has been dreaded as the Porus of modern times. I
had thercfore fome curiofity to remark the counte-
nance of our Scottifh regiment, the 78th, when they
were informed of their deftination to oppafe him. It
was gratifying to obferve that they masghed not only
with perfe&t willingnefs, but alacrity to the mufic of the
Bag-pipe over thofe very plains where the troops of
Alexander mutinied in circumftances not diffimilar.

THE rapidity of our movements will feldom admit
of my vifiting the interior of the country at prefent ;
you may however depend on having an accapnt of
the ftate of thofe parts bordering on our romte ‘r¢gu-
larly fent you. Report fays, that our deftination is

the foot of Tannaflis, which is an hundred miles
‘ above
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above Delhi, and cénfequently muth | highet ﬂian
any Eufopm; army ever pcuemted into lndia.

Evex fince .we left Caunpore, the country is not
only generally cultivated, but difplays at this feafon a
great variety of rich crops. The barley is fufficiently.
high to cover the mold, while bajerrow ‘and fugar
that intervene, are betwe¢n'eight and ten fest in
length, and fo thick as to exclude the fun. Such
places as are not covered with grain are either plant-
ed with tamarind trees, or large mango topes, form-
ing a cool fhade to the cattle undér their branches.
On looking around, therefore, the whole country
feems to be overfpread by large foreft trees, except a
fmall circumference immediately in your vicinity.
Some extenfive fandy defarts muft lie to the weft of
Delhi, otherwife the feverity of the hot winds in this
latitude could not be accounted for. Were the duft
upon the furface uniformly covered by trees, or by a
crop of grain, it could not acquire that exceffive heat
which it communicates to'the atmofphere during the
months of April and May. This is not matter of
conje&ture; but it is by obfervation difcovered that
a large trac of barren fand reaches from the mouth
of the Indus to the Weﬁ border of the province of -
Delhi. T

7 : :
» Trek topes here ate as ferviceable' to travellers as
to cattle: no perfon who has not cxperienced the fa-
tngues of a‘’journey in this country ‘can conceive the

Vor. 1L L z + laffitude,
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laflitude and thirlt which the intenfe heat occafions.
Even in the winter feafon, the morning only is cool ;
towards mid-day the traveller retires to reft in a tope,
where - he probably finds a well to quench his thirit,
and to refrefh his weary cattle. So fenfible are the
natives of the benefit, that you frequently meet fome
of them waiting at the well ready with a pitcher and
arope to draw water for {trangers ; many efpecially
of the females, are in this refpe&t as hofpitable as
Rebecca was to Ifaac. Some, I truft, profit by this
kindnefs ; for benevolence ftill poffefles attraétions as
ftrongly as in the days of that good patriarch.

Tue ferai in Hindoftan is more fuited to the rich
than poor traveller, fince even the fmall pittance that
is there demanded, far exceeds the inclination or abi-
licies of an Hindoo. If he has a little rice in his
girdle, he feels little concern at the want of the luxury
of an houfe; for of the many thoufands who now
fill our camp, not a tenth part fleep under any kind
of roof. 'lney kindle fires of any rubbith that the
place may afford, and after wrapping themfelves in
a coarfe blanket, truft to the fatigues of the day for
found and refrelhing fleep.

SHouLDp a great man with his retinue pafs along,
the ferai is wholly oécupied by him for the time ; he
fends before to take pofleflion of it, when he \gives
fecurity to the Cutwal or Zemindar for the. qrderiy
behavigur of his retinue ; a precaution probably
very wéeﬁ”ary to the peace and property of the vil

, lage.
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fage. 'The retinises of a feiidal lord weré never more
licentious in Europe, than the idle banditti that at
this day accompany an Indian chief on his'journey.
It is common fo have the viGtuals drefled in the fe-
rai, to liave water’ provided for this puirpoe, and for
wathing the ftrangers feet, which is here deemed a
mark of hofpitality and politenefs, as it was by the
inhabitants of Judea. The loofe fandals, and -the
want of ftockings, admit much duft, while the feet-
fuffer by the frition of fo loofe a fhoe; much greater
comfort and relief is derived from bathing the feet

than a European would fuppofe,



OF THE 2EMINDARY OF ALMASS, ARD® KIS CONDUCT TO
THE RYUTS.

evos0sevioas

Camp near Kinouge, Dec. 9, 1798.

Evir fince we left Caunpore the country has been
uncommonly rich and well cultivated. The fugar
cane and millet crops are nearly ripe ; and their ap-
pearance makes a fine ‘contraft with the barley which
begins to cover the foil. * A crop as rich in appear-
ance would lodge and rot in any part of Britain; but
there vegetation is encouraged by frequent rain,
whereas the barley and wheat here will not receive a
fingle fhower till they are trode out and fecured.
Almafs Ali Khan Bahender is collefor of the reve-
nue throughout the whole of the Docab, gad an the.-
fide of Oude from Mirzapore as far a&'."fthe" fort,of
Tannaflir, a diftance of more than four hundred
miles,” ,
' He
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.He is now abopt: eighty years of age, and from
‘the length of time he has managed- this extenfive
tra&t, probably the largeﬁ in India, he has amaflfed 2
-large fortune, amounnng, by report, to feveral mil-
lions. He is.in¥ad too powerful to be called to ac-
count for his management, or to remain in the con-
dition of a fubje@. . Had not the late Nabobs of
Oude been {upported by the Britith Govemment, it
is more than probable that they would long fince
have fallen a facrifice to the treachery or ambition
of this powerful chieftain, who makes his progrefs
through his diftri& colleéting the rents with an army
mu¢h more numerous and better dilciplined than
that under the immediate command of the Vizier,
The charaéter of this, man is defcribed as avaritious
in the extreme : it is faid that as foon as he*finds the
children and women of a family earn any thing be-
yond their neceffary fupport, that he uniformly
makes freth exaltions on the Ryut. If a peafant
can fupport life upcn half a rupee per snonth, he will
focn find himfelf reduced by the exalions of the
eunuch to that fum.

"VHEsE reprelentations are probahly exaggerated,
fince it is allowed by all, that the Jarge zemindary
under his direction is the beft cultivated, and the
moft populous of all the Nawab’s damxmons The
._expefxcnce of Almafs muft long figee have taught
higm that it is not by the utmoft rigor of exaction, or
by grinding the faces of the poor, that the greateﬂ.
750t can be drawn from any quanﬂty of land. * Pro-

-+ teftion,
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teftion, feafonable indilgence, and fecurity, are all
neceffary to-a fpirited culiivation in- every country;
and by the effcfts of thefe it appears that they are
afforded to the Ryut here, as perfcﬂly as in any di-
fri&t 1 bave yet feen in India.

- Tue fame attention is here paid to the planting of
topes.; the trees in all of them are not only nume-
rous, but they are placed with much religious exadt-
nefs, that they meet your eye in ftraight lines, from
whatever diretion you view them. In one refpect
the raifing of mango groves is conduéted with greater
care than I have ellewhere noticed : all the young
trees are furrounded, during the firft and fecond year,
with a plentitul covering of ftraw, which tied at the
upper end fpreads below to afford room for the plant,
like the thatch fheaf put with you overa bee-hive to
defend it from the cold.
.

YesTernay Almafs joined us at Mindy Ghand,
near the famous city of Kinouge, which before Delhi,
is faid to have been the capital of India. Our efta-
blifhment of brinjaries already amounts to fiftcen
thoufand. What will be their numbers when all are
affembled, I dare not offer to conjetture; yet with
all thele attendants, befides our elephants, camels,
and draught cattle. our march proceeds with much
regularity. The elephant’s fagacity can hardﬁg‘_be
regarded as inferior to that of his guide ; for he not
only lies down to recéive his rider. but he lifts his
burden, picce-meal, with his probofcis, and handy it

s -
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10, 2 perfon who adjufts it on his back. . He breaks
“off the branches of trees not only when neceffary for
his food, but when any large branch interferes with
the line of march; he bends it with the trunk, till
he can put his foot upon it. when it is inftantly torn
down. Ina crowd, the people around him feldom
reccive any hurt, for he. carefully removes with his
trunk thofe that are upon his road.

We this day paffed over the ruins of two towns
formerly of importance; I could not learn their
names ; they are probably the fuburbs of the ancient
city of K.inouge, which lies near our camp, towards
the interior part of the country. ‘Lhe fields, during
this day’s march, were equally rich and fertile with
any we have yet feen, OQur encampment was yefter-
day upon the bank of a fmall limpid river, refembling
thofe in your country in the purity of its water. This
ftream is facred ; and, according tg the faith of many,
has greater efficacy in wathing away mesal defilement
than ven the water of the Ganges itfelf, A perion
in Ceylon drinks daily of this river, though at the
diftance of perhaps three thoufand miles, and at the
expence of §ooo rupees per month. It is carried

like the water of Hurdwar, in bangies on the
ﬂxoulder.

}
- . i’;

I went lately to view Minday-Ghaut, a refidence
of Almafs. The place confifts of two Bazars, pro-
tectpd by two mud forts, each about a mile in cir-
cu?ference. +"The bungalow and gardens of the eu-

. nuch
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nuch are of modéfate extent and mean appearance.
His. ordinary ‘retinug, however, confifts of about
three hundred horfe, whofe ftables are adjoining to
the bazars. *- European vegetables ate cultivated here
by a manufaturer of ‘indigo, who carries on the bu-
finefs on a larger fcale.than any I have yet met with.

Laft year he manufactured and fent to Europe eight
huindred maunds,- which at the ordinary eftimate
per acre, gives him a cultivation of no lefs than
1333 acres of land. The vats are excavations dug
in the ground, and neatly lined with brick and lime.
The workmen and their utenfils are furrounded by a
fmall mud fort, to prote& them from the incusfions
of thieves and banditti. 'The boldnefs and numbers
of thefe plunderers is hardly credible, in the upper
part of India. Our camp followers fteal from each
other, or are plundered by the robbers who dath
into the camp by night. As often as they are in
danger of being d-tefted, they accompany the theft
by murder, * We had this day the misfortune to
have one of the horfes of the European cavalry
drop into a well ; the animal was drawn up unhurt ;
but the perfons employed in this work found three
men at the bottem of the well who had been mur-
dered the pteceding night. Every cultivated ficld
requires fo many of thefe wells for irrigation, that it
is furprifing accidents of this nature do not oftener

?

happen. : _ .
WLee,
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- Dec. 10— this day travelled over the’ ruins of
‘Kinouge, the moft- extenfive pethaps in the world.
For many miles hefore you enter the prefent town,
you travel thropgh jungles interfperfed with fmall
fields of tobacco, that confift of brick-duft and mor-
tar. To remove all doubt that the rubbith confifts
of the remains of a town, walls and broken gate.
ways here and there raife their heads in defiance’ of
time. The greateft part of the {tanding buildings
are ruinous, uninhabited, rent, and tottering to de-
cay. The few poor people now in the place accom-
modate themfelves under mud huts buttrefled up a-
gainft the old walls.- Not a great many buildings
are intire ; whole mountains of unfhapely ruins meet
your eye in every dire&tion; upon a fpace of groun
much larger than the fcite of London. ‘

AmipsT thefe heaps of defolation, there are fpots
here and there under tobacco ; swhich is almoft the
cnly European plant of univerfal requef} in Hindof-
tan. ‘'The ruins of fuch buildings are with great dif-
ficulty converted into arable land; for brick-duft
does not aflimilate with the foil till after many centu-
ries ; the action of fire having changed its nature.
The brick in this country feems of an inferior
kind ; though it is perhaps the oldeft manufa&ture
in the world, and is baked by bting interlaid with
beds of ftraw, which is fet fire to. The complaint of
the. Ifraclites that they were compelled to furnith
theiy tale of bricks without being allowed {traw,
fcesps here pérfectly relevant ; becaufe it does not

Vor. II, Aaa * appear®
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appear that the Orientals ever had any other method

of preparing them. One fpecies of brick in ufe for~
the principal buildihgs of Kinouge, is very rare, of a

large fize, and half vitrified. The colour of this

fort is flate blue : it is more coarfe than the common,

but has proved far more durable. '

"THE breed of cattle feems to diminifh in fize gra-
dually as you approach the upper country ; as how-
ever we are ftill far from the mountains, it is not eafy
to account for their fmall fize here. Bullocks, hor-
fes, affes. and buffaloes are not above half the weight
that they are in many parts of the lower provinces.
Here is however a much greater variety of working
cattle than Europe can boaft of ; the buffale, the ca-
mel, and the elephant are little known there, while
the afs and the cow are here often ufed for riding as
w:ll as the horfes, yet the former is feldom much
larger than a good Englith fheep. .

ar



@r THE STATE OF THE UPPER DUAB,AND THE VICINITY
OF DELHI. ’

e6 69 080000

Anopfbecr, Dec. 26, 1798.

‘OuRr route to this, the higheft ftation of the Com-
pany’s troops upon the Ganrres, has been through
Futtighur, Ferruckabad, Sahebgunge,, Mow- Shum—
fabad, Rhoodol, Cumbul, Doriahgunge, and a va-
riety of other towns, or ratlier villages; for the coun-
try becomes gradually lefs populous as you reccde
from the Company’s provinces This part of our
route has frequently -been interfe€ted by detached
threds of territory belonging alternately to the Na-
wab Vizier of Oude, and the Mabratta ftates, and
difplays a worfe fpecies of human afrocxatlon than
any I have yet witneffed; for I will not call that
gloom of defolation which gradu'llly thickens as you
approach the, vicinity of Delhi, by the name of go-
erament. .

Wi
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WEe arrived at Anop{hcer this morning, and.
thould no enemy appear, it is probable that this will
prove the termination of our march upwards. A-
noptheer has the appearance of having formerly been
a place of fome ftrength and confideration. On the
fouth, the town is defended by a large brick fort ;
which meft have been almeft impregnable to a Mo-
gul army, even although it does not poflels any place
that could ftation 'a battery of cannon: like Mon-
gheer, Churfar, and Allahabad, it has been ereted
chiefly againft cavalry; and is intended to be de-
fended by bows and arrows. The loop holes for
thefe are numerous in every part of the wall. *

From this citadel there is a commanding view of
the whole country, and of the Ganges meandering
through it for many miles. lhat river is at this fea-
fon reduced to a‘ fmall breadth ; ; its ftream 1s as
pure and limpid as®your rivers in Britain. The weft
bank rifes ‘perpendicular "about thirty feet, and on
that fide the country is' rot overflowed ; while on
the oppofite fide, the flope from the bank is almioft
imperceptible, and the fields bear the marks of being
inundated fcr feveral miles. .On this account the
territory of Rohilcund is naturally made more fertile
than this part of the Dooab which lies oppofite.

Tue town of Anoptheer has on feveral occafions
been the flation of the Company’s troops ; and like
the other military ftations, the vicinity has benebued

much by the c1rculanon of pay. The fields to the
’ eaitward *
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“eaftward -are well cultivated ; and- what I have not
yet often feen, they are tolerably fenced. The ﬁng
jungle grafs is .plaited into webs of a fort of ba
work, and thefe, placed upon their edge on the ﬂdcs
of the field, prote& the grain from almoft every kind
of cattle exceépt the wild-hog. Thefe animals are
here numerous, as.are deer, and game of all kinds.
Since the conqueft of Rohilcund in 1774, that-ine
country has rapidly degenerated into a wafte, under
the deleterious politics of the minifters of Qude.
The natives are a tall, handlome race of people;
and when compared with the other inhabitants, are
white, and wcll featured. They ftill carry about in
triumph fome couches and palankeens of European
officers that were killed by their army in the fatal ac-
tion of 1774, by which we purchafed a victory at a
greater expence of Furopean lives than was ever fuf-
fered by the fame number of troops in India.

THE country towards Delhi, on‘t,hc north and
weft, difplays a nuked fterility which is feldom inter-
rupted by the intervention either of trees or cultiva-
tion. The forts and great cities in- the late convul-
fions of the empire had moft frequently the misfor-
tune to attralt the violence of depredators. Dethi,
and its fertile plains, are faid to haye been plundered
by almoft every vi@orious faction § and the prefent
dreary afpe@ of that capital and it fuburbs, affords
4 melancholy proof of the truth of this part of its

xftory The town of Anopfheer is containgd within
a ftrong mud wall and thérefore is of no grgat €x-

ont\
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tent but of gteat population. It contains a very ur.
feealy medley of brick and mud buildings; the
former from the walit of proper cement appear very
infufficient. There is at the north end of it a Mahal
of fome antiquity, and confiderable fize. It isa large
mafs without either form or dimenfions, and will
thucfore admit of no“dcfcnpuon. ‘The furrounding
wall of this town is in fome parts twenty and thirty
feet thick, and of courfe it could hold out for fome
time not only againft cavalry, but even a train of ar-
tillery. It is cuftomary for the zemindar of a vil-
lage, when the rent is demanded of him, to refufe
payment, and betake himfelf and his ¢ffefts to the
fort. Here he ftands out againft all demands ull
reduced by a military force.  'The government, on
its part, adheres to no contraét or agreement that
may have been entered into with the ryuts; butina
vear of fuppofed plenty, it cxalts perhaps twice the
quantity : Indecd, ateevery feafon it is not what rent

ihe tenant has $tipulatcd, but what he is fuppofed able P

to pay, that is exafled from him. This palpable
iniquity of governinent naturally provokes refiftance;
and a zemindar whole wrongs have driven him upon
his detence is, according to the language of the
ccuntiy, faid to be r¢f adiory. This plirafe, like the
malignancy of our old rupublicans, is of fuch happy
ambiguity and vadt comprchenﬁon, that it implies
every fort of guilt; and is deemed punifhyBle by
snallacre, plunder, burning, or any kind of military

evecution, .

WHILE

=3
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. WHiLE government xp thus unjuft in. its exac-
txons, it performs hardly any of the duties due to the
allegiance of its fubjes ; for here there are no courte
of juftice, and mo protection given againft  thofe
plundering banditti who infeft the country. For his
protetion and perfonal fecurity againft thefe, every
inhabitant muft truft to his individual arm; or to
the mud forts which defend each village againft the—
enemy, or agaiaft government, which is in fact the
greateft enemy the wretched peafantry have to fear.
The ryuts, driven to defpmr, are forced to take up
robbery for a fubfiftence ; and when once accuftom-
ed to this wandering and irregular lifc, it becomes
ever after impofiible to reclaim them to induftry, or
to any fenfe of moral duty We had yelterday a
melancholy example of the daring profligacy of
which they are capable: An officer who rode out
only a mile beyond the piciuets, was attacked by a
party of five horfemen; in the midft . f a fricndly
converfation, one {tabbed him in the brealt with a
fpear, which brought himr to the ground ; then the
others robbed him of his watch, his horfe and every
article of his clothing. In this naked ft «te he arriv-
ed at the piquet, covered with blood; and had he
not been able to walk thus tar, he muft have lared
wo.fe than the man who ¢ bct\t‘vecn Jeruialem and

. Jericho fell among thieves,” fincg h.re there is not
one #¢ good Samaritan >’ to pity tge unate.

+ Dowdal Row Scindiah, under whofe jurifdi@ion

{1his courtry is, has been, unable by any‘means he
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h;s deyiled, to eftablifh regglarity, or afford proteg-
tion to b;: peafantry. For this. end every effort
rpvﬂﬂf'a%ﬁtm. even in days of the plenitude of the
Itnperial power; fince one hundred thoufand of this
very people (Mewattl) were maflacred at one time,
and yet the diftriét flill continued to be infefted with
" maurauders. Lately, when fix were capitally punifh-
“ed. for this offence by Scindiah, a ftraggling party
entered Delhi by night, and inflicted the fame punith-
ment on an equal number of his troops that lay
within the city.

ArTeR about ten days rainy weather we have a
return of the north weft wind, with a cléar fky ; the
mountains to the north eaft appear unufually plain.
Their diftance is called two hundred miles, and the
nearer ridges arc here entirely unfeen. Their ap-
pearance is exaétly that of fnowy clouds towering to
an immenfe height in the fkies. It would feem that
Europeans had, net fuﬁicxently afcertained the helght
of the Thibefian mountains: They are fituated in
the center of the largeft continent in the world, and
are probably the higheft mountains upon its furface.
Teneriffe, which L have feen, and which has the rcputa-
tionof being thehigheftlandontheold continent, would
not be at all vifible at the diftance of thefe mountains,
which even herg feem to foar above. the clouds.
They are eternally covered with fnow ; andywhen
the wind blows from their dire&ion, the wéather, to
our feelings, is much colder than in.Britain. Fluxes
and agues are the prevailing diforders which it brinécz

K e on.
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op.--From the heat of 49 down tg 30, is hare the
range of the thermometer in.the fame day,»#which'is
probably . greater than =;mmy ethtr Pﬁrt d‘ the
world.
SRRy

We this day qut pnr grqnnd at Jinopﬂ:eer !qr
Lucknow, and Miah Almafs marched:along with s,
Though he js accompanied only by a few. battalions,
the confuﬁqn among his - followers is beyond all de-
fcription. I have heep viewing his heavy baggage’
pals over a river by two bridges. The confufed
noife of men, fheep, goats, bullocks, elephants, and
horfes, who all attempt to pafs at,the fame time, re-
fembles the uproar of fiends broke loofe from their
infernal manfions. Whatever blunders their drivers
commit are punifhed upon the poor cattle, whofe
backs refound with the blows of their heavy cudgels,
and the fame difcipline cxercifed on the foldicrs a-
tones for the faults of their comwnanders. LQuicquid
delirant reges pletuntur Achivi. -

WE are now entered upon the territory of the
Rohillas, formerly called Catheir. Accnrding ‘o Mr
Hamilton, the hiftorian of this people, Lz name of
Rohilcund is but of recent application to this coun-
try, and was given it by the conquerdrs of that tribe,
‘The Rohillas themlelves are, he afferts, the great
caufe of the ruin of the country which bears .heir
name; it was parcelled out among their chiefs, who
had- afterwards but a feeble conne@ion with cach
other, while 'their dependence on Haffey Rhainat,

Vou. IL Bbb : theis‘-{)
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their prince, was more n@ninal than real. Hence
their frequent wars, and their oppreflive condud,
which gradually wore out the native Hindoos. The
Mahrattas had invaded the Rohilla country at the
time that they required the aid of the Nabob’s troops
for their expulfion. ‘The fum ftipulated for this fer-
_vice was never paid, and the Nabob to inforce it, {o-
Ticited the Company’s affiftance, which effeted the
payment of the fum, but fortunately enabled that
fanguinary tyrant afterwards to complete the deftruc-
tion of the Rohilla government, and nearly to exter-
minate the people.

REMARK:E



REMARKS ON THE STATE OF ROBILCUND, AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF OUDE.

W eava0e0 e

-

Barcilly, Ieb. 2, 1799.

Qur fudden march acrofs the Ganges towards
Lucknow, was occafioned by the efcape of Vizier
Ally from Benares, after h.xvmg aﬂ'a\ﬂinated feveral
of the moft refpedtable inhabitants on that ftation.
This illiterate and favage youth was raifed to the
throne by the caprice of Azoph Dowlah, about a
year and a half fince, and had been lately depofed
by Sir John Shore, in order to make way for the
lawful heir of thefe provinces Saadut Ally, brother
to the decealed Nawab. This prince juftly alarmed
at the elcape of a delperate affaflin, with pretenfions
tg his-throne, has implored the proteftion of the
Cempany’s army ; and this circumftance will afford

us an opporttunity of examining the ftate of this fin-
gulatd
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gular kingdom, which has fo long been allied to the
Britifh, and prote&ed by their troops.

’ BARCILLY is a large town, the capital of ROhll-
cund; the route to it from Anopfecr has been by
Chandowfee, Bifowlee, Owlah, Aligunge, and fome
other villages of little note ; for this fine country
within the lalt twenty years, has become a vaft de-
fart. Extenfive waftes every where meet your eye,
which were lately in cultivation ; but which are now
covered with long grafs, which in the hot feafon be-
comes {o parched as to be eafily combuftible.

Or this we had an alarming proof by the acciden-
tal lindling of the grafs to the windward of our
camp: The flame fpread fo inftantaneoufly, that it
was with fome difficulty we were able to fave our
tents and baggage. ‘This accident fuggefted to one
of our officers a plag of annoying an enemy, which 1
do not remencber to find in ufe in the annals of the
moft ingenious deftroyers of mankind. Ft is to fet
fire to the grafs to the windward of the camp, and
while the enemy was bufily employed in getting it
under, to attack him on the flanks and rear: Hap-
pily for the prevention of fuch a meafure, fuch an
cxtent of defolate and rich fields are no where to be
met with but in Rohilcund.

Amipst the prefent folitude and gloom of this
provmce, you fee evident traces of its former culti-
}yanon The clods left by the plough are not yet
' mejted
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"melted déwn,-fo as to affimilate with the furface;
nor is the graf# of that extraordinary coarfe and
ready fpecies which rifes upon fields in their pnmeval
wildnefs, or that have long been out of tilth. ' A
very little effort would again bring it back to its

productive ftate, were there mhab.ltants to cultivate
the foil.

BuT from the quantity of land under crop, the
population of Rohilcund muft be very finall; not the
hundredth acre is in cultivation; a proportion fo fmall
that the wild animals are in danger of devouring the
peaple and [heir fubfitence. You here fcarcely
ever fee a barley field that has not feveral huts of
ftraw eretted without walls, to accommodate a watch-
man in the night. The deer invade the crops in
fuch numbers, that without this precaution it would
be deftroyed. Foxes, jackals, hares, and almoft eve-
ry fort of game range in the deferted plains unmo-
lefted. 'The march of the army putsthem to flight
in all dire@ions. Tt was, I believe, one of the charges
brought againft Mr Haftings, that he lent a brigade
to Azoph ul Dowlih for the extermination of the
Rohillas. The face of the country offers but too
ftrong cvidence of the fact of depopulation’; but it
muft have been .cwing to a rigotous policy after-
wards that the country remains defolate, fince the
conqueft of a Britith army has invariably the con-
trary éffe®t, by increafing the fecurity of the people.

T HE
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Tae hills have this day and yefterday been con-
ftantly in view, and more diftinétly vifible than ever.
They prefent the appearance of vaft towering and
abrupt precipices of ice, compared to which, the Gla-
ciers in Switzerland would probably appear as an in-
confiderable hill. Nearly in the dire&ion of the
mountains, the wind blows freth, and fo cold as to
freeze the water in our tents. The thermometer in
them has been laft night as low as 31 9. but this will
not account for the violence of the congelation,
which I apprehend is owing to the great quantity of
faltpetre with which the foil here is impregnated.
In (‘hxna the fame circumftance §s brought to.ac-
ceunt for the prefervation of ice, which is there car.
ried about the ftreets upon carts, without melting in
any confiderable degree.

Fep. 3.—The large river Ram Gunga lies between
this city and our lafk encampment at Aligunge; we
croffed it on asbridge of boats, too flender for the
weight of the elephants, though it bore the carriage
guns.  The fagacious animals, apprehenfive from its
appearance, that it was infufficient for their weight,
could not be induced to attempt it, though they
paled that ftronger one over the Ganges without
the fmalleft hefitation.

Tue fort of Barcilly is deemed a command of
great truft by the Oude government, as it keeps in
Lhcck this ‘recently conquered nation. It is at pre-

b nt confided to Mirza Ali Khan, afon of the Na-
wab.
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.wab. He met our army with a fplendid retinue of'
cavalry and howdahed elephants ; but did ot find
the General, who had left the line of march to view
the fcene of allion between our army and the Ro-
hillas in 1794.

Tuese warlike people, untaught by their former
defeats, with thirty thoufand cavalry, bravely astack-
ed our traops, who by fome ftrange mifmanagement
gave way on the right, and were cut down in great
numbers. QOur whole line, however, from the centes
to the left, maintained its ground fo fteadily, that the
viGtorious Rohillahs were afraid to refume their at-
tack, and the battle ended in their total defeat,
though with a greater lofs on our part than had been
ever {uftained by [o finall an army.

MonuMENTs are uniformly crefted by the Muf-
fulmans over the graves of their decealed chiefs :
many of thele are now ftandmg here, where a perfon
is appointed to keep perpetual lamps burning at the
graves of diftinguithed perfons. The Mahommedan
religion, however it may prohibit any fenfible objett
of worfhip, avails itfelf of the refpe& of friends for
their relations, and for eminent charatters, in ani.
mating their devout feelings : a departed warrior is
by them revered as a faint.

. BahciLLy is a large town, ahd crowded with
inhabitants, who loiter or wander through the

ftreets, ut much appearance of bufinefs. It is
proba.b]g
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probable that the want of prote@ion in the country.
forces a Jgreat number into the.town; but how thfy
fupport  themfelves . there does not admit of an cafly
folution. Few manufaétures are vended in a coun-
try where the inhabitants are thin, and where even
thefe are fo poor as not to alpire at any of the luxurics
of life. Sweetmeats and confeétions, different kinds
of grain, with ornaments for the women, fcem 2
great part of the commoditics that were.expofed to
fale in the ﬂlOPS Brazen water pots.are here manu-
faured, but in fmaller numbers fince the ruin or
emigration of all the wealthy chiefs.

Harrey RamuT, the firt Robhilla prince who was
flain in the battle of Cutterah, lies interred in a large
maufoleum, which forms a very diftinguifhing orna-
ment to Barcilly. The fort is a large irregular mafs
of building, equally deftitute of clegance or ftrength.
ft may however prove a check upon an irregular
army without 3 battering train. Like all the other
forts in India, it has no baftions for guns ; a itrong
argument againft the pratical ufe of field-picces be-
ing known in the country.

TuaT the enterprife of Europeans fettled in this
country may add. to the induftry and wealth of the
natives, has already appeared in .various .inftances.
Even the wretched government of Oude has not been
able to counteract ifs operation. A; few adtive indi-
viduals of our countrymen, in defiance of all the ob-

ﬂaclcs thrown in their way, have beenable to in-
troduce
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+ troduce the cultyre of 'mdigo anda!‘ r.z ahd 1o ex-
tend the trade in cloth manufafturéd, af ‘Tiwnda and
Kerabad. It'fs this circumftahce that has hhhého
warded off, not the decay, but the ryin of' this
country, which Mr Haftings Had preditted. .The
JVizier’s inability to pay the fubfidy has often beety
pleaded ; and from the deficieiicics of hig revenut,
upon perhaps fair grounds.

"Tur provinces of Oude and Rohilcund are natu.
rally fertile, yielding rich crops’of wheat and barley ;
and the wretchednefs and -poverty of the people,
however much it may reproach government, dces
not militate’ againft this fa&. In the time 8 Sujuh
Dowlah the revenue amounted arinually to upwards
of - three millions, under no very corre& manage-
ment. The natives are themfclves of opinion, that
with the ordinary prote&tion given to the Brivith ter-
ritories in India, thefe provinees would yicld a reve-
“nue of four millions fterling.

'THE profperity of the Vizgier’s dominions is not
only intimately connected with 'tliﬁt of the Ind
Company, but with the Britifh conugerce in this par
of the world: - With a greater degrge of wealth and
protection, theit inhabitants would bfcome cuftomers
for the broad cloths* cuﬂery, arms,mand other iu-
Jopean articles ; and might prove t#8 means of con-
veying ‘them’ into Candahar,  and-'fhoit u‘%‘u,m to-

wards the bgnks of the Indys. "The' fert li"t *the

CVor L. w0 . - Coier ¥ i 1111,'



386 ' INDIAN RECREATIONS

lands on the ‘banks of the Ram Gunga, the Ggona-*
tee, -and “the Gogra, would powerfully fecond the
efforts. of a regular government in improving the
condition of the people. ¢ In the Dooab the foil is
fo much adapted to the produce of indigo, that the
‘plant is there found in its wild ftate ; and in this
produces 2 much greater quantity of dye, and of fu-
perior quality to that produced by cultivation *.”
‘The fugar cane, which thrives remarkably through
the country in Rohilcund, is more luxuriant than
perhaps in any other part of India.

Tue fertility of the Vizier’s dominions is fecured
by the copious ftrcams which every where pervadc
them, at once enriching the foil and facilitating the
means of conveyance. What effeéts a free trade
and proteCtion might produce on kingdoms fo great-
ly favoured by nature, it is difficult to conjeture;
bur they certainly promife 2 more abundant fupply
of tropical pr6du&ions than the Weft India iflands.
Whatever governor fhall put in aétivity thefe grand
fources of improvement, by removing the oppreffions
and iniquitics of 'the Oude government, will furely
confer upon himfelf higher honour than they can
claim who laid the foundation of the Britith power
in India.

., Tus

]

¢ ™ Vide Civis Letters, p. 16,
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» Tre outline of a very piauﬁble fyftem of regula-
tion was publifhed fome ‘years ago, and hi‘s, ‘Tam
informed, received the approbation of fome of the
beft judges. It confifts only of a few articles, which
you will excufe me for inferting in this place, in the
humble hope that they will be adopted. "
r. It was propofed that a member of the|
Supreme Board, or a fenior fervant fhould be no-
minated refident at Lucknow, to a& as mini-
{ter to the Vizier.; but anfwerable to the Supremc
Board. |
2. TuAT four civil fervants be appointed to Luck-
now, as a board of revenue and trade, at which the
refident fhall prefide.

3. TuaT the country thould be divided into di-
ftrits as in Bengal and Behar,’ and Ll\'ll fervants
appointed to each to collet the revenue, under
the fame regulations as in the Companys terti-
tories.

4. THAT Adawlets, or courts of juftice, be cfta-
blithed in each city and diftri&, wkh a judge and
regifter, fervants of the Company, &nd fubject to
the fame regulations, as they are 1t§ the other pro-
vinces, ) : S

Tuar
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. § TiaT a'treafurer and paymafter, and other ne.
ceffary officers be appointed from the fervants of the
Company,

6. Trar all impofts and duties be entirely abo-
lithed; and that all goods, the'produce of Great
Britain, or of the Company’s provinces, be per-
snitted - to be imported to the dominions of Qude,
and the countries welt of them, and thcre fold
duty frec; ‘and that on the other hand, all articles
the produce of the Vizier's dominions, fhould be
tinported into the territories of the Company without
mole ﬂatlon. . .

7. TrarT the whole of the Nabob’s troops fhould
be difbanded, and two brigades of cavalry, con-
fifting each of fix regiments, five hundred ftrong ;
and two brigades of infantry of the prefent ftrength
(1793), be rax.cd to defend and protet the coun-
try; thefe t6 be on the fame footing, in all re-
pe&s, as the Company’ s other troops now in
thefe dominions.

8. Tuat the furplus of the revenue, alter
paying the above civil and military eftablifh-
ments, and other expences of the government,
all of which fhall be regulated on the ftrict
principles of economy, be paid to the Nibob fdr
hxs expences, and to defray fuch penfions -as

¢ he
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‘he ‘may choofe to pay to hxs relations and depen-
dents *,

PROGRESS
4

¥ Since wiiting the above the Marquis Wellefley has re-
fumed the government of Rohilcund, and adopted nearly the
very plan here mentioned,



s .
PROGRESS THROUGH ROHILCUND TO LUCKNOW.

9 9 @ & 0 8 o0 " q & &

Camp near Belgram, feb. 1799.

Our route through Rohilcund to this town pre-
fented to us a great extent of the devaftated pro-
vinces of the Nawab, Vizier. The firft march from
Barcilly to Fguridpore, conveyed us for fourteen
miles through fields almoft entirely wafte. Two
bridges of brick facilitated our paffage over fmall ri-
vers, which water this once plentiful region. The
face of the country was, during this day’s march, di-
verfified with heights and fwells, a circumftance
very rare thmughout this vaft plain, from the 'lhlbe-
tian mountains to the bay of Bengal.

Near the line of march, lies Cutterah, a laré‘e and,
rufnous «"'yge, remarkable for being the fcene of

that
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that decifive battle of ‘1774, in which Sujah Dowlah
defeated the Robillas. This a&tion decided the fate
of that brave people; for in it Haffez Rhamut,
their chief, was flain, -and our army penetrated their
country as far as Loll Dong at me foot of the
mountains.

TaE old v:llage of Cutterah, is a mot]cy aflem-
blage of ruinous mud houfes, not a tenth part of
wlnch are at prefent inhabited. There are but few
officers who were prefent at this engagement, now
furviving ; only three in our army were there; and
thele from the famenefs of the fields, are unable to
give the exalt pofition of the two armies,

Feb, 7.—~A march of twenty-two miles brought
us through the large villages of Tilhara, and Shah
Jehanpore ; where we faw many fpecimens of the
dwarf bamboo : That ufeful timber does not attain
to its full fize, fo ncar the mountains} but branches
out into a fhrub of great beauty and utility in a
hedge. The new village of Cutterah is furrounded
with a very thick range of thefe bathes, which are
ftill of fufficient height to render ‘the houfes invi-
fible. It was at this place [ faw a fpecies of the
large Bat; or flying fox of India. It meafured three
feet and a half acrofs the wings ; and, the mouth,
jaws, fmd colour of the han, exa&fy refembles that
of the fox, S /

: TL';E
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“THe country feems ‘for fome part of this journey
- to have been employed in rice crops. The fields are
fmall, and each furrounded with a fmall dyke or
dam to confine water for this crop; the barley, how-
cver, is managed partly in the fame manner, and as
rice is hardly any where a produce in Rohilcund, it
is probable that the fmall dams have been ereted for
. watering this produce.

THERE are a great number of inhabitants in Shah-
jehanpore ; the town is confufed, dirty and ruinous,
excepting a few ftrong places, that are intended cither
for prifons or ferais ; there is no houfe that rifes, fu-
perior to a hut. 'We had here an oiaportunity of
noticing the method of educating the children;
which feems well adapted for communicating the
common and neceflary branches at a finall charge.
The boys are aflembled in a kind of open fhed or
verandah, on the fide of the ftreet; the airinefls of
the place mwf render it cool and healthy. Iach
boy is provided with a black board of wood, fome-
thing like a flate, upon which he writes the lettcrs
with a pencil of chalk. While he learns to write
the characters, he at the.fame time acquires their
names, and the power-of each when joined in a fyl.
able; words and fentences are next learnt; and
thus reading and writing are attained by one and the

me labour. Iam told that thefe ufeful branches

e learnt very foon, and by as great a aur'}:ber of
the common people as in moft countries, in Europe.

The Hiﬁﬁ{)ﬁanee and the Perfian charalers are
both
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" both ufed ; fome claﬂ'es write in the one, and fome
in'the other

Wi had forpe fpccxmena af thg ilos inade ufe of
for drymg grain in this coungry. They are large
earthen pots funk deep. in the .carth, aﬁdundzr them
a furnace for feul. "Fhefe pots-are flfed with fand,
which is heated almoft to rednefs, whenit is tak,en
out, and in that fiate mixed with the grain. A few .
mmutgs in this mixture fits it for grinding, when it
is cleared of the fand by means of a fieve. DBy this
method {mall quantmes only are prepared at a time ;
but fuch quastities are better adapted to the fize and
execution of their mills, than larger portions, which

would jocn imbibe moifture and become unfit far the
millu

Fob. g.—Qurah. The two rivers near Shahjehamp
rendered this day's march fhert. , The country is not
fo well culiivated as the large towns irajts neighbouy-
hood would lead the traveller to expet. - Alwafls hag
left us on the bufinefs of his Zemindayy, the punifh-
mentof thieves, carryingjwith him a detatchmentof the
Nawab’s army. ‘The frequengy of thaft and robbery
in this country, is not fo be afcribed talenient puniffi-
ment of crimes. lhey arg-n0 dgubt otg;n undetetted,
but they are, when difcovered, punithdd with-promp-
titude, and feverity. Yefferday wﬁai{gd by two
oﬁ'endenL who had been brought re this chief.
A thort hearmg foon. coavinced him eﬁthm‘ gmlt, he

inftantly orc{ued th;lr headd\to. be.fruck, off, and
Yor. 1L Ddd- - . hung
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hurg up ona tree in terrorem. The bodies were left
wpon the ground a perquifite to the jackals. Near
the village of ‘Cutterah there wgre two monuments
of the feverity of oriental pdmﬂnment, which I had
not before noticed, though fuch are by no means un-
frequent. A‘(mall arched appartment of brick was
erected round the crimtinal, who was built up while
alive in this enclofure. Suffocation muft foon have
put an end to his pain. Thefe buildings were point-
ed out by the natives, who cxplained their ufe.

Feb 10~We this day.marched to Srumnagur,
14 wiles. The route leads through Shahabad, a rery
large jown; in extent it reaches about two miles,
while the fcite of the prefent huts does not perhaps
cover one third of the ancient ruins, that appear in
the form of hiils and broken {wells crumbling to
duft. 'Ihis town probably had been verging to de-
ftruction, long befeve the Rohillah conqueft ; its
1gins appear rluch more ancient and decayed than
any which have been effected by that people. or by
the Nawub in fubduing them. 'The'fields in the 1m-
mudiate neighbeurhood of ‘Shababad, are well cul-
tivated; the crops are barley, wheat, tobacco, and {ome
peos of the fo.all kind. 'Yhe froft of this winter has
apparently becn more fevere-than ufual, fo far down
from the Lills. ‘Fhe barley is feverely injured : the
tobacce fecems totally withered, and the mangoc trees,
new beginning to bloflom, with a full appeatance,of
,frwt, nipped or blafte.. by its influence. It feemed
%er extraprdinary that the ftrong frofts we had in

the
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the neighbourhood of - Anopfere did not:-affet the
grain, where it was more intenfe than here; this
: probably is owing.{p the crop’s being farther ad-
vanced ; for it had not then come to the ear.

THe zeal of the Mahomedans feems,am upper India,
to have been too intolerant, and too lafting to ad-
mit of Hindoo temples of any fize or magnificence.
Few of them arc to be feen in Rohilcind ; whereas .
the mofques are by far the moft fplendid buildings
in every town. At Shahabad there are many; one
in particular claims notice from being entire, and of
a very large fize. Each chief had on his demile a
large building ereCted over his grave, where his de-
pendents affembled to offer-up their prayers for the
welfare of his foul.

Feb 11.—~Buckerah. Ourjourney was this day only
eight miles, through a tolerably we:l dreffed country;
the foil however iz bare, and fo fandy as to rifc in
clouds of duft.  The crop is rather.latg, partly from
want of water, and partly from being blighted by
the fooft. Fhe feafon has been fo unepmmonly c.ld,
that the whole dohl is checked and withcred Lefore
the pea is formed-  This crop is therefore loft. A
few fugar fi-lds have prefented thcmlel\fes but the cane
is very fhort and poor in quality. 1he raifing of
this cron is the chef ’awvre of Hindoo agricdture ;
it requires mauure as well as repeated plowing and
oftén planting the ilips of .ane ;- they muft be fre-
quently inipected and clearcd\pf the white ant, till

they-
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they have begun to fhoot. This expence i3, howéver,
amply répaid when the crop féicceeds, for no other

grain will yield a*produce of equal value, a biggah

of land bﬁngmg fortretitmtes 6o rupees, even where

the fugar is cheap.

Sandy Point, I"eb. 1 3.LThe:joumey to this-place on
the frontier of *Owde, has difpliyed a foil more bar-
ren and fandy than any we have yet feen on a march
of 500 miles,. There are vaft trafts without a ‘tree
or thrub, which are covered with a cloud of duft as
often as the wind blows, which at this feafon, gene-
rally happens from ten to four every day, The bleak,
defolate, and dreary afpe® of the country, where
you are conftantly finking at every ftep in loofe fand,
and blinded by the fhowers of duft, gives an idea of
the difficulty of travelling through thofe immenfe de-
farts, that lye between this country and Europe.
LY

Evin heresythowever, cultivation fucceeds where
water is prcduced in plenty, and we have pafled by.
feveral ficlds of good grain where the foil is naturally
as light and fterile as that which in its wild ftate is
drifted by the wind. The protetion-of government,
flight as it may be, has rendered this comparatwely
barren fand, to become more productive than the rich
plains of Rohilcund, where the people feem to feel
_no other éffeéts of the Oude government, tha& its op-

preflions, or its vengeance.

A large ke in the v‘fcin&ty of- our camp.has fupphiv
ed
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ed s with plenty of water fowl;  aimong ‘théfe ap.
pear the eyrus, the fargeft- of the aquatic birds.
This animal can firétch idelf 1o the height f “ap-
wards of fix feet; even in its ordiniry mannet of
walking, it is neaﬂy as tall as the matives. It makes’
a beautiful pet, and is very, ufeful in picking np
noxious vermin in a garden. % . -

Feb. 14.~Belgram. This town though placed it
our maps at the diftance of 16 miles froni Sandy-
Point,- is not in reality above half the diftance. Bel-
gram muft have been the capital of a large diftrid.
It is*ftill diftinguithed by a ruinous fort, and moal;
in the former the foujdar at prefent ‘refides. The
houfes of Belgram are generally of brick and mortar,'
many of them appear to have been large, and-in the'
beft flile of Mogul architetture. The prelent inhay
bitants here, as in other towns of this country, dwell
in fmall ftruurss, either of mud or tiir«nber.

1 found the people, on walking through the town,’
very converfible. They made their children pay me
the compliment of a falam; and one in particular
gave me a diflin& account o f the fubjugation of the
place by the Nawab’s troops, and a dctgchment under
a captain Bailie. :

f:

ALmiss ‘has the charaéter of a vel‘y rigid collec-
tot in this country, his avarice, the vicé of age, feems
to have blindéd him to every prudent rule of govern-
ment. The inhabitants told met: that he is never fatif-

" fied:
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fied : if a man pay two rupees, he muit raile him to
three; fhould the three be forthcoming, the next
year bnngs a demand of four ; T afked if-he was
poor, that he was fo very avaricious in drawing away
all their oney, and was at once told what I always
have heard, that he is immenfely rich. By fuch ex-
ad&tions, the once rich town of Belgram is a heap of
ruined buildings, interfefted with a few huts, under
which the fmall remnant of a wealthy people are
obliged to eke out their days of milery.

S -

In a few days our army will reach Lucknow ; for
Saudut A is in terror of the machinations of his rixal;
his imagination leads him to apprchend from others
a condu&t fimilar to his own; hence the piftol, the
dagger, and the poiloned cup, continually haunt his
mind. The man in this ftate is furely not to be
envied : he is deprived of that confcivus integx‘hy
which is the great befis of inwa-d tranquillity ; aud
wants that forkof defence which Horace calls a wall
of brafs,

Nil confcire fibi, nulla pal'cficre culpa.

I3
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PROCRESS TO LUCKNOW.
.....’.....1.

Luck;;cw, Feb. 23, 1796,

MawLyan.—ThHis is a very large village; in length,
fully two miles. The inhabitants are numerous, but
the town is mean and irregular, gonfiting almoft en.
tirely of fmall mud huts. ‘The -cotry round is
better cultivaied than any we obferved fince we
croffed the Ganges. Albinafs, we are told, has tad
an acuien with fome of the zemindars, who would
not without force pay their rent; we ftop here this day
at his requeft; as he has at prefent but a fmall army
of his own, it is probable that he meaps to make ufe
of our name, (for that is all he will reé,eive), to over-
aw. fome other refrattory’ zemindar {in the neigh-
bourhood. The encampment is this day formed in a
very extenfive tope of - mango trees, whofe fhade af
fords a delightful cool retreat fpr the wearied foldiers.

- Thefe
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Thefe trees are in full bloom, and promife a remark.. '

ably plentiful crop of that favourite fruit. 'Lhe na-
tives are already pointing to, the bloffoms,’ with a

fort of exnltauon at the profpe& they afford. The

mango grove is 4 favourite retreat of the large mon-
keys. From it_thefe animals lock ‘down upon us
with great contempt, conceiving themielves, it would
feem, to be a'more exalted order of beings, and for
freafons, which even human vanity might deem plau-
fible; firft, thcy certamly occupy a higher ftation ;
fecondly, they receive from the natives a great de-
gfeeof venerdtion, and the homage of daily worthip;
and, thirdly, they live under a better government. .

ArTER halting one day we marched to Silhit-
gunge. The intervening - village of. Sultangunge
confifts of mud houfes wholly, but all neat, and in
full repair. It is one of the few towns in India
which does not exhibit marks of decay. kven here
howeycr are gle ruins of far more durable and ex-
tenfive cities,’ whofe only veftige is to be traced by
large mounts of brick-duft : the!e ruins have been
perhaps many centuries in their prefent ftate. The
voad fides were this diy moftly cultivated : the wheat
and barley are faft ripeuing, and the weather begins
to get warm ; for the wells under the fhade of the
tamarind trees are now reforted to by travellers,
swhere they wquench their thirft, and fhelter them-
felves from the fup, '

Ich.

\
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Feb. 30,~This day bfought us through a large
jungle into a vaft plain, faid to be cleared by Miah
Almafs from a thicket of brufhwood. 1le has here
built a village and a houfe for himfelf, as he fup-
pofes, after the Englifh manner. The place before
thefe operations, -is faid to have been a neft of
thieves, who fheltered themfelves in the wide* jungle
againft the fearches of the magiftrate. The plain
fomewhat refembles a large park ; and is beautified
by clumps of mango trees, and fine fields of baricy
and wheat, which is now getting plump in the ear;
a time when grain appears remarkably rich. It is
now four menths fince the rains ceafed, yet the
whole of the road was this day interfected with fhects
of water, owing to a thunder ftorm that happened
two days ago, and which was accompanied with a
heavy fall of rain ; a rare occurrence at this feafon.

General St. Ledger has gone *5 breakfalt with the
Eunuch Almafs in his fine hunting ‘eat; that is,
he will carry his own Ubreakfalt to the chief’s houfe,
for with all his defire to imitate the Englifh, the ac-
commodations of a Muflulman are wretched: he
could not produce a breakfalt that a ploughman
would with to partake. Miahgunge is built with
much regularity, the ftreets are meore than three
times the width that is cultomary, and the houfes
are all of equal height, fronted withi a verandah of
wood ¢ The figure of the town is a parallelogra 1,
the whole fyrrounded with a brick wall and bailions
for the iccurity of the inhabitants, againft the aru:d

Vou. IL Fee . banditti
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banditti who pervade the cbuntry The whole is in
perfed repair, and, in my. eyes, .almoft redeems the
' charater of the chief from that parfimony for which
he is fo remarkable.

© . We marched through the villages of Hoffein and

‘Tukitgunge on the 21ft. The former is a poor vil-
_ lage, named by the Muffulmans after the Imaum
Hoff¢in, grandfon of the prophet. The foil confifts
for the moft part of loofe blowing fand ; but fuch
fields as are cultivated carry rich crops of wheat and
barlcy.-

Tuis day we pafled a very large Bridge over the
Sye, a petty ftream ; and at this {eafon very unlike-
ly to require fifteen arches. In the rainy feafon,
however, it is probuble the country may be overflow-
ed, as well as the river fwollen.  We have feen no
Mahommedan {tru€ures nearly equal to this bridge.

ot

Tukirgunge is a village built by Tukit Roy, Buk-
fhee of the Nawab’s army. It is after a regular
plan, refembling that of Almafs, which alfo bears his
name. ‘lhe Nawab has confirutted a third village,
called Fattehyunge, more elegant than either; it is
furrounded by a fquare wall of brick, and in the
centre, the feveral ftreets meet in a large fquare, in
the midft of which ftands the Cutwal’s hpufe, the
* chief magiftrate of the place.

“,

Kiflen
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. Kifflen Chun has gready beautified this village by

a fine tank, lined with brick, and furnifhied on all
fides with elegant ftairs lcadmg down to the water.

Here the Hindoos refort for ablution, which they
could perhaps not otherwife obtain without repairing
to the Ganges. Thg .agric:ulture is here not fo per-
fe&t, nor fo confiderable in quanyity, as might be
looked for in the neighbourhood of 3 large capttal

which is now fo near, that we can difcern the mi--
narets towering above the intervening groves of -
mangoes;

Tae village of Fattehgunge was built in comme-
mboration of she victory obtained over the Rohxllas at
Bctourah, by Sujah Dowlah,

THE town of Vlzlergunge, near it, was probably
built by the firlt Vizier 'of Oude. The gates are
ftanding perfe&ly entire, and are almoft the only
veltiges remaining by which a traveller can difcover
that a town had ever ftood there ; yet the place was
petfeétly entire about twenty years ago, 'l he caufe
of its deftrucion is faid to have been. the refuful of .
the Cutwal to deliver up fome thu:va who had mo-
lefted paflengers going through it. C§n being threat-
ened with the Nawab’s vengeance, it unluckxly for
the town happened that fome perfons were again rob-
bed there that fame day. On thg next, three
battaligns were ordered to ranfack th town, and de-
ftroy the inhabitants; an order which they obeycd
with fuch fatal cxa&nefs, that not  fingle hut nor

inhabitant
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inhabitant was left within: the walls. - The diftance
‘between the two gates.ds more than a mile, and that
eonftitutes the length, of the principal ftreét. The
rows' of trees -on each are Rill ftanding, having
efcaped the fames by Wthh ths houfes were de-
ﬁroyéd ,

1 yefterday went to view this capjtal, which is
'faid to contain half a million of fouls. Happening
to enter the town at the weft end; and which contains
the poor mechanics, and labourers of every fort, I
never witnefled fo many varied forms of wretched-
nefs, filth, and vice. The ftreet which lcads to the
palace, is upwards of five miles, more than one half
of which you wade through mire and filth. Dur-
ing the lapfe of time,. the ftreets fink from cleaning,
or by the blowing away of duft while dry, fo that
they are fallen in the midlle to the depth of ten or
twelve feet; and gare fo narrow that two hackaries
cannot pafs, gor indeed any carriage however {mall.
My palankeen-was frequently ftopped by the fmall
affes, who weré ‘paffing along loaded with bficks.
This animal is here fo flender that a flout porter
could have no difficulty in literally carrying both the
beaft and ite burden Solomon niult have employed
an immenfe number in carrying the marerials of the
temple, if his affes were not of a fupeno‘r breed to
thofe of Lucknow

L3
Tm; concourfe of a great number of people pet-
haps does not any where improve their morals;
vice
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.vice and poverty are the .only - qualities - that.| tim
people umformly difplay.ts Some daunter ;. others fie
down i a kind of -dubious ftate betwieen' exiffence
and annihilatien ; others ftilt are intoxicating them-~
felves with the Hookah ; a few only labour at their
profeflions. The théw of rich fhops and megehans
dize is remarkably fmall, though it fupplics' the luxus
Ty of the court, or rather the palage; for here there
is little affluenge beyond the narrow circle:of the
prince’s family. .

THe different palaces of the Nawab, the great
mofques, and burying places (Imaumbary) difplay
a fort of fplandour ; for the Muflulmans are fond ta
excefs of decoration; and this tafte always fhews it-
felf in their drefs and houfes, whenever an individual
can afford to indulge it. . There are perhaps no
buildings in Britain equally brilliont in external ap-
pearance as the palaces of Lucknow. The roofs are
gilt, and the architetture loaded yith ornaments,
which have altogether a confiderable efle® on the
beholder at firft fight. There is however no accom.

‘modation within, nothing for comfort or even con-
venience, the whole being intended -for external
glare.

Tue body of Azoph. Dowlah ligs interred in an
Imaumbary, hghted with a vaft nufnber of wax ta-
pers  the grave is ftrewed with flogers and gilt pa-
'per. At one fide is a'cenfer with various perfumes ;
4t the other his fword: and cummerbund, and oppo-

fite

- »
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fite the head lies the tiara or turban, and a copy of
the Coran. The grave itfelf is covered with rich
bread of barley from Mecca. The whole vault con-
ftantly echoes to the voice of a company who conti-
nue chaunting the Coran. This place has a grand
and folemn appearance. Religious ideas have a fa-
vourable accefs, while you ftand amidft the duft of
kings, and contemplate the inefficacy of their cfforts
to continue even a femblance of their majefty after

death.

THE



THE COURT OF LUCKNOW, AND CABINET ON THE v )
DOWLAT KHANAH,

Lucknow, March 9. 1799.

We had this day an opportunity of fecing the Ma-
homedan fpring feftival, (eida.) celebrated by the
Nawab. This takes place annally on the firft day
in March, after the new moon becorres vifible, and
is kept in commemoration of Abraham’s facrifice. A
camel inftead of a ram, is here held to be the fub-
flitute. The princes of Hindooftan march in pro-
ceflion, at this ceremony, with all their courtiers, and
a large military efcort. On fuch occafions the ori-
ental tafte for fhow, and gaudy m4gnificence, is dif-
played with labourious and ftudied attention. And
their,fuccefs muft be acknowledged ; for though on
, a clofe infpettion their drefs and ornaments will not
gratify a chafte tafte, ye. in a proceflion they have a

grand effe¢t. The howdah’s, palankeens, and har.
nefling
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nefling of the elephants, are fo contrived as to ex-
hibit one blaze of gold, in which the.ornaments from
their number cannot well be diftinguithed.

THE mofl fplendid European court probably falls
much fhort of the magnificence of Saadut Ali upon
this occafion. At day break he marched from the
palace with more than ten thoufand men in his train,
exclufive of the military efcort, which might amount
to two thoufand more. is progrefs was direted to
a large plain where tents had becn pitched on the
preceeding day for the entertainment of the company.
The prince all the way, as well as one of his courtiers,
was fupplied with bags of money, which they fcat-
tered among the muliitude, In this exercile it was
remarked that his highnefs was extremely tardy ; the
courtier difperfed two bags in lefs time than he did a
fingle one. His hands feemed to perform with awk-
ward -rclu€@tance an, office in which they were but
fecbly fupported by the parfimonious fenfations of
his heart.

As notwithftanding its pomp and oftentation this
is a religious ceremony, the firlk part of i, after ar-
riving at the ground, confifts in a {olemn invoca-
tion of the Deity for plenty and profperity during
the enfuing feafon : and though the praye:s are here
accompanicd with alms, it is probable that few bene-
ficial effeéts are produced by thefe indifcriminate do-
nations. That idle crowd which haunts cvery large
capital, here confilts of the moft proﬂ:g'xte and

worthlefs



INDIAN RECRRATIONS. 409

worthlefs of the human race ; and of .thefe it is only
the moft refolute- and daring who profit by the
fcramblé. Their gains ferve perhaps no other pur-
pofe than to fupply their diflipation for a few days,
when they are again forced by thcir indigence to
defperate courfes.

Here the tranfitions from tranfient ats of devo.
tion to the groffeft crimes, is fhort and frequent.
Only two days before th# devout proceffion, an at-
tempt was made by fome of thele rufiiuns to affailinate
IToffein Rcza Khan, a very popular minifter of the
prince. It failed in the execution, and may there-
fore probably *be foon reiterated. A few days before.
this pericd feveral of the troops were found out in' a
traitorous correfpondence with the depofed Nawab.
Superflition, trcachery, and cruelty go here o clofely
connefed, that few moments only can intervene
where realon guides the conduét.,, "1 his rcligious fo-
lemnity probably, amidft all its fplendoyr, did not af-
ford one facrifice either of clean hands, or a truly
devout heart. Ten thoufand rupecs were viven as
donations to the Company’s troops ; a few of whom
were added to contribute to the {plendour of the oc-
cafion. Amidit all this blaze of wealth and magni-
ficence, thoufands of poor wrctches are fecn on the
road to all uppearance in rcal want. There is not,
perhaps, in the whole compafs of h;gman affairs a
more {taiking difplay of the inequalify of conditions,
1hhn this fceng affords. Extiavagant wealth is amafi--
ed in the hands of one man, and is cenfined to the

Vou. 11 Fff \ « narroy
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narrow circle of his favourites ; and this fuyrﬂuous
ftore is grinded from the faces of the indigent, who

are wallowmg in all the filth of penury and wretched-
nefs.

TH1s ceremony, grand as it appeared, is probably
a miniature only of the Coart of Delhi, in the pro-
fperous times of the Mogul Empire. There the
wealth was nearly tenfold of what is ‘poffeffed by the

Court of Lucknow, and &ually under thc controul
of a fingle perfon.

Tre feltival of Eida feems to refemble the feaft
‘of Tabernacles ainong the Jews, which \)y that people
was obferved, we are told, -with as little moral effe&
or purity of intention. ¢ Your new moons, and
your Sabbaths, I cannot away with ; wafth ye and
make you clean; put away the evil of your do-
ings, &c.”” The, Muffulmans and the Jews feem to
have equally:vegarded fuperftitious obfervances, as a
fubflitute for every moral virtue, and a compenfu-
tion to the Deity for the violation of his laws.

March 1 5~1 this day went to view the Nawab’s
Menagerie, which confifts of different birds and
quadrupeds. In this colle@ion, variety or ufefulnefs
has not been fo much fought after,as thie oddities of
-nature. Such a cabinet might be extremely ufeful,
if models of machines for the i improvement of huf-
bandry or manufa&ures, or fuperior breeds of cattle
for the purpofes of agriculture, were colleGed for the

infpetion
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‘infpection of the people ; but no views of this kind
feem to have aftuated the Princes of Oude in the
formation of their colletion.

- THz different fpecimens of clock-work are cu- -
rious and expenfive, but by no means calculated to -
explain to the natives the principles of that ufeful
machine. They are viewed here as elegant toys or.
play-things, which captivate by the furprife which is.
neceflarily occafioned by feemg their effetts; but I
do not find that any native has yer attempted the
conftrution of a watch or clock.

In the fame apartments in which thefe machines
are kept, there is a confiderable number of mirrors
and other toys, which, though ufelefs here, muft
have coft an immenfe fum in bringing them from
Europe. Some paintings are here thewn, both na-
tive and European: the moft fiyiking of thefe is a
portrait of Sujah Dowlah in the adlwof fhooting a
tiger, which had leaped upon the howdah of Colonel
Harper, and was ready to carry him off. This en-
.gaging picture is hurt in the effet by being too
fmall.

A confiderable number of tigers ire kept in dif-
ferent apartments near the palace, bt fo miean, and
nafty ip their appearance that a coiderable tax is
laid upon your patience in gomg to view them. To
theu' keepers the tigers are fo tame, that they allow,

e, .
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‘them to ftroke them-on the back, as a cat, and like’
that anima!,' feem gratified by your attention,
Tus rhinoceros is the moft remarkable animal‘in
" this gglletion ; the only one here is about twelve
yeats old, and feems not yet to have attained its
" full growth, being of 2 much lefs fize than the fpeeies
generally attains. His ftrength und ferocity are pro-
digious : no elephant dares to attack himn; for his
horn proves at firft firoke faral : it is a large pro-
tuberance growing exaétly upon the fnout, and
fharpening into a point, and with it he can rip up the
belly of the largeit elephant.

Tk rhinoceres 1s prote&;d by a thick horny fub-
flance, ffudded over like a thie!ld ; which from its
hardnefs :m.l thicknefs muit prou.& the animal from
any foe. A fword would make no impreflion upon
this {ingular hidegand where it overlaps, it would
probally repciva mufket bail.

Or the fhecp there is a great number, and fome
varicty ; but thie Cabul breed feems to cnjoy the
largeft fhare of the ioyal favour. They are in genc.
ral very fat, and diltinguithed by a large protube-
rance on the rump far exccedivg that of the Cape
theep. This excrefcence is femicircular in foym, and
of mearly half the fize of the whole body. Bome of
thele ﬂuep are ‘painted in diffcrent colours t8 granfy

-‘the fantaftic tafte of the natives, a practice which
they follow thh their bullocks and horfes. 'When
they.
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they intend ta‘appedr very fine, they go fo far as to
gild the boofs and horns, . . .

NTus ftables of the Nawab confift of a large fquare
court_of buildings, ﬁppo:‘t_,ed on brick pillars, with
a view to the admiffion of air : thefe confit%f more
than one range ; that which I examined contained
about four hundred ftalls, almoft all filled with:very
excellent Perfian horfes. There are feparate ftuds
for mares ; but brecding does not feem the favourite
purfuit here: I faw but four foals; probably the
confinement in which they are kept is unfavourable’
te the damand the colt. A park of mares and colts
is deemed in England a very agreeable obje&, but in
India it is unattainable, the fields being parched for
nine months in the year ; a groom is here put to his
wits end for provender; hay is unknown; grafs
reots fcraped up with a fharp trowel, being the fub-
ftitute for this provender; ang, it is often procured
on places which .you would declaxe abfolutely bare
earth ;- every thing above ground being completely
burnt away.

A very large breed of Gugarag bullocks is kept
i1 2 cow-houle near the ftablés: the introduion of
this breecd among the peniants, ope would imagine
would prove of great advantage ir@a country where
the dranghtycattle are fo fmall apd pitiful as thofe
of Qude. But the Ryut, if he‘g%iais Iabour done,

\ewtes notin how flovenly a ftyle'it fnay be exceuted';
L.oor
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or even how fmal! the quantxty ‘performed.. This is
the nature of the race;even where it is-folly proteét-
ed; what then, cin we expe& here, where nothing
- is fecure;apd -where' a good teem of cattle would’
be akind of attradtive baif, té bring the robbers to’
a farm®or an Aumil froin the Court, both equally
. addited to plunder? -

_ Onetof the curiofities of this place is:a mixed
fpecies between the goat and deer, which is fpotted,
,and neater in its form than the~ordinary goat. The
vanety of herned cattle, horfes, and theep, is much
greater than in Europe. Here are kept a few buf-
faloes in remarkably fine condition : they are not
fully tamed ; and by fome means or other are much
handfomer than the common domeftic kind. Apes,
monkies, and a variety of the tropical animals,
make a part of the raree fhew exhibited at this
Court: one of the former is taught to make a very
genteel falam tQ his vifitors. The natlves of India
are very fond of thefe accomplifhments ; many of
them fpend whole days in teaching parrots to fpeak
a few Perfian words. . The management of the Me-
nagerie - employs a great number of people; and
although their allowances have been much curtailed
fince the commencement of the prefent reign, the
department muft fwallow ‘up large fums. Many
crores of pigeons -are- kept at ‘the pubhé expgnce,
and eleph:um mé camels to a large amount. o

m..f
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. THe food beftowed ‘in th; ner would re-
move want from the city, if nod from the kingdom
of Oude: "But the art of government is lefs unders
Mpod, or more perverted in India, than:any other
fcience, meanly as we may regard their attainments
in them all. - #o
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